“Knowle Men” in the First World War
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The register

This register, entitled Knowle Men was kept by the Reverend Dowling of Knowle
Parish Church. It contains the names of every man from Knowle who enlisted in the
First World War.

The details of each man are spread across two pages. The notes show their names,
regiment and number, addresses of hospitals they were treated in, and if they won
any medals or were mentioned in despatches.

Rev. Dowling recorded what happened to each man, including each time they were
injured and returned to war. Many of the men have ‘wounded’ next to their names,
while others are listed as ‘missing’, ‘sick’, ‘frost bitten’, ‘gassed’ and ‘killed’.

Reverend T.W. Downing

Thomas William Dowling was the Vicar of Knowle between 1901-1932. He had a
keen interest in ancient parochial documents, leading him to compile the book, The
Records of Knowle, which was published in 1914,

Dowling was revered for keeping the spirit of village life alive through his work in the
community. This was especially prevalent during the war. Examples of his
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http://archivesunlocked.warwickshire.gov.uk/calmview/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=02227/8

contribution included organising packages of cigarettes to be sent to the soldiers and
helping a group of Sunday school children send Christmas cards to those serving on
HMS Black Prince. Dowling also played a part in the creation of the Soldiers Chapel

in Knowle Church. This is a memorial to the 80 men and one woman from Knowle

who died during the war.

Stories from the register

The register brings out some fascinating stories, helped by Rev. Dowling’s use of
newspaper cuttings and letters to supplement the records.
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'“CORPSE” TO PAY
‘ FOR WREATH ?

“BURIED LONG AGO.”

Surprise for Knowle Man.
N3 T

P The canteen at the Warwickshire
| Agricultural Show at Nuneaton, on
Thursday, was the scene of an amaz-
| ing reumon ween an officer and a
| mgn whom he had thought to be dead
lof\y ago.

SWnding in the canteen, Captain
Hoffguard, the Adjutant of the W ar-
wickshire Yeomanry, found himself
L FM hx):;wiAl(rﬂ hlla)avy of Hom;
J arm, e, W Een Leporie
| |dead at Gallipoli in lés

“ We buried you long ago in the

war. I sent you a wreath,” ex
claimed du u&mshed officer when
he saw his ““ dead” comrade.

Sent Wreath to Memorial Service.

Mr. Davy was a sergeant in the same
mﬁ:nem as the ad)utam.
gr

the zo-unind fnends fell into a
reminiscent vein. The officer recalled
that a memorial service had been held
(ar Mr, Davy and the officer had sent

Kmour fnmshad a fitting finale to
this extrao meeting. On part-
ing Cut Hoftuard d his
floral tribute, and, in merry strain,
remarked to Mr. Davs “But 1 wish
vou'd pay me for that wreath,

War Office and Man’s Grave.

< wﬁ is interesting to note that about

twelve mmhq ago Mr. Davy received
‘& letter from the War Office inform-
Hn"ih that there was a grave to the

Mr, Davy could give them any
Davy replied stating that he
unld give tho desired information if

the War Office would pay bis expenses
| ‘to Gallipoli. Th
' l%u e offer was not
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EAD” MAN ALIVE |

er Meets Comrnde for Whom '

[emorial Service Was Held M io{m
extraordinary incident is reported from

Warwickshire Agricultural Show at
aton.

visiting a canleen yesterday the adjutant
+ Warwickshire Regiment was astounded |
standing alongside him a man, a native
owle, formerly in his company, who was
ged to have been killed in the war, and
hnm a memorial service had been held
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omm‘r who had sent a wreath for the I
3, was overjoved to meet the man, and,
¢ hands with him as though he never
ed to stop, wannly congratulating him
1l being in the land of the living.
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Sergeant Alfred Davy

This page shows the record of Alfred Davy.

Davy, of the Warwickshire Yeomanry, was seen to be shot in the head during an
attack on the Dardanelles and was reported killed in 1915. In fact, he was picked up
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unconscious and sent back to England, and although his parents were informed he
was alive, the War Office believed him to be dead. Wreaths were even sent to the
war cemetery in Gallipoli, where there was a headstone for him. The newspaper
cutting tells of the moment Davy met a friend at an agricultural show in 1928, who
was unaware of his survival.

Captain Stratford Ludlow

A letter from the Imperial War Graves Commission, 16™ October 1931 inserted in the
register tells of Captain Ludlow, 8" Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment. Ludlow
was listed as missing on the Thiepval Memorial (a memorial to mark those lost in the
Battle of Somme with no known grave). The letter states that an identity disc and
personal items (including a gold ring and gold horse shoe charm) had been found
with his body, so Captain Ludlow’s burial place could finally be identified. He was
reburied in Serre Road Cemetery and is memorialised in a stained glass window in
Knowle Parish Church.

Warwickshire at War

Much of the research into this register was undertaken by Sue Tall, a volunteer with
the Warwickshire at War project. The volunteers have been exploring the First World
War collections held by Heritage and Culture Warwickshire.

Find out more at http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/warwickshireatwar
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