Document of the Month March 2019

The Women’s National Land Service Corps leaflet and Handbook
(CR0815/118 & 119)
March’s Document of the Month has been chosen to commemorate
Women’s History Month. The two documents selected from the same
collection, both dated as being issued in circa 1917, aptly illustrate the
role of The Women’s National Land Service Corp (also known as the
Women’s Land Army) during the First World War.

Background
During the course of the First World War, women found themselves
taking on roles traditionally undertaken by men.1 Many women had
already taken on work to help with the war effort; for example, the
dangerous task of making munitions in factories, joining the police and
becoming firefighters.2
As the war raged on past the first year or two, there were new
challenges as the opposing forces had successfully cut off food exports
to the UK and crops were failing.1,3 As continued heavy losses to the
fighting forces were sustained, more men were required to enlist, leaving
a shortage in male labourers to maintain the much-needed farming
produce output.1 Therefore, the government set out on a campaign to
recruit women to take on these agricultural tasks to ensure the nation did
not starve.1,3
In return for their services, the women were offered agricultural training,
uniforms, free travel and a minimum wage.4
1

The National Archives. A Call to the Women of Great Britain: The Formation of the Women’s Land
Army. https://www.history.blog.gov.uk : accessed 13 February 2019.
2
Striking Women.Org. Women and Work - World War I: 1914-1918. https://www.striking-women.org :
accessed 13 February 2019.
3
BBC. How Land Girls helped feed Britain to victory in WW1. https://www.www.bb.co.uk/news/ukwales-26238755 : accessed 13 February 2019.
4
Warwickshire County Record Office. The Womens Land Service Corps Leaflet. Document
reference CR0815/118.

1

Document of the Month March 2019

Warwickshire County Record Office. The Womens Land Service Corps Leaflet.
Document reference CR0815/118.
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The Women’s Land Army
Although described as The Women’s Land Army, it was not a military
organisation. However, it was disciplined and well-coordinated with a
military feel.1
The leaflet describes the services provided by the Land Army;5 for
example, “Sending squads of three or four women, all or some of whom
have received short war trainings in farm work” and the handbook4
provided guidance on how the women should conduct themselves as
part of The Women’s Land Army.
It covered information on how the women should dress and behave; for
example, “Noisy or ugly behaviour brings discredit, not only upon
yourself but upon the uniform and the whole Women’s Land Army”, as
well as providing practical guidance on how to look after their uniforms!4
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