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Outline 

• National policy context  

• Making Space for Nature 

• Purpose and importance 
of good data 

• Volunteers – and engaging 
local people 

 

 



The Wildlife Trusts 



 60% of the 3,148 UK species assessed have declined 
over the last 50 years  

 31% have declined strongly 

 



•A new Watchlist Indicator, developed for conservation priority 
species shows their overall numbers have declined by 77% 



37% 









Water vole 

 





• Severe decline in numbers – a 
third fewer 

 

• 20% of once common species 
now rare 

 

• 43 moths extinct (24 since 
1950) 

 

• 41 spp declined; 33 increasing; 
29 new ones 

 

 

Warwickshire moths 

Source: D.Brown, 2006 



• 76 species lost – most since 
the 1950s and 60s 

•  4 critically endangered 

• 11 endangered 

• 22 vulnerable species 

• 15 near threatened 

 

Warwickshire 

Higher plant extinctions in Warwickshire  
source: S. Falk 2009 











 

Habitat loss / land use change and intensification / pollution / over exploitation/ 

invasive species / development/ fragmentation  



Nature can’t exist in a box... 



A recovery plan for nature championed by 

The Wildlife Trusts since 2006 

  

 

 

 

 

Living Landscapes 
 



Natural Choice 

Natural Environment White 

Paper 2011 
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Core areas: SSSIs 



 



Warwickshire 

Wild flower rich grasslands 
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Ecological connectivity helps biodiversity by… 

• Increasing amount of habitat 

• Increasing area of maintained habitat 

• Increasing populations 

• Enabing metapopulation functions eg dispersal 

• Reducing isolation and enhancing genetic health 



Warwickshire 

Minimise/ reduce the impacts through better design and incorporation of ‘features’ 

The matrix 





 



Warwickshire 
is deeply 

fragmented 



Ecological connectivity helps people by… 

• Increasing access in 
multifunctional schemes 

• Increasing ecosystem 
services eg improving 
visual amenity, reducing 
perception of noise, 
reducing pollution levels, 
increasing pollinators and 
other beneficial species 

• Improving quality of local 
environments 



Ecological connectivity helps business by… 

 
• Directing dispersal away from conflicts  
• potentially reducing costs if well designed  
• It’s the right thing to do to offset 

consumption of natural capital 
• Enhances reputation with local 

stakeholders 
• Differentiation in bidding  
• Competitiveness in access to land 

resources – esp in SE England where 
most of the extra 10 million people over 
the next 25 years will end up – the 
aggregates sector has known this for 15 
years   

• Longer term, mutually beneficial and 
trust based relationships with partners 
throughout the value chain   



 Policy for England 

Local Plans and Neighbourhood Plans need to be compliant with national policies 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMIvdTO7bjEyAIVg86ACh1BNAlV&url=http://www.herringtonconsulting.co.uk/news&psig=AFQjCNG8DWm0PdYA8baKaABo61ALTT6mkg&ust=1444997380188824


 

25 Year Plan for 

the Natural 

Environment 

 
“first generation to leave the 

environment in a better state than 

we found it” 

 



HABITAT AND SPECIES DATA  



Neighbourhood Planning 

• Statutory documents that must be taken account of 

in planning decisions 

 

• Focused on landuse and development policies and 

proposals  

ensuring nature is properly valued and recognised in plans is vital.  HBA provides 

neighbourhoods with the evidence they need 









 

 



Source: DfT 



Sites of conservation 

interest at direct risk = 

214 (covering 2500ha) 

300 ha of designated 

sites 

Indirect effects = 337 

sites (covering 

1500ha) 











Protecting Wildlife for the Future 



Woodland  

potential network 
Herts and 
Middlesex 



Mapping the county – chalk 





Better Housing 

Lower impact roads 

Sustainable growth and development 

 

Good for people, developers, wildlife – and helping Warwickshire become a better place to live 

 


