WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984

THE WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
(WESTERN ROAD, STRATFORD)
(PROHIBITION OF RIGHT TURN MANOUEVRE) ORDER 2025

STATEMENT OF REASONS

BACKGROUND

Warwickshire County Council is proposing to make a Traffic Regulation Order,
pursuant to section 1 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the effect of which will
to be to restrict the right turn manoeuvre from Western Road into A3400 Birmingham
Road.

The project will improve transport infrastructure along the principal arterial route linking
Stratford Town Centre and the A46 Stratford northern bypass. The improved
infrastructure will help to address existing congestion issues along the route that are
damaging to local productivity and undermine the arrival experience for the town’s
tourist and visitor economy. The improvements will also help unlock planned housing
and employment sites in the corridor and support wider growth in the area.

LEGAL FRAMEWORK

In deciding whether or not to make a Traffic Regulation Order, the Council is required
to have regard to the matters set out in section 122 of the 1984 Act. Section 122(1)
requires the Council to exercise the functions conferred on it by the 1984 Act as (so
far as practicable having regard to the matters specified in section 122(2)) to secure
the expeditious, convenient and safe movement of vehicular and other traffic (including
pedestrians), and the provision of suitable and adequate parking facilities on and off
the highway.

The matters to which the Council must have regard are:-

e the desirability of securing and maintaining reasonable access to premises

¢ the effect on the amenities of any locality affected and the importance of regulating
and restricting the use of roads by heavy commercial vehicles so as to preserve or

improve the amenities of the areas through which the roads run

e the national air quality strategy prepared under section 80 of the Environmental
Protection Act 1995

¢ the importance of facilitating the passage of public service vehicles and of securing
the safety and convenience of persons using or desiring to use such vehicles

e and any other matters appearing to the Council to be relevant

Therefore, whilst the overall objective of the Council must be to secure the expeditious
convenient and safe movement of vehicular traffic this will sometimes need to give way
to the objectives in section 122(2) and a balance has to be achieved between the
overall objective and the matters set out in section 122(2).

Warwickshire County Council is proposing to make this Traffic Regulation Order based
on the following legal grounds under the 1984 Act:-
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o for avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using the road or any other road or
for preventing the likelihood of any such danger arising, or

° for facilitating the passage on the road or any other road of any class of traffic
(including pedestrians), or

° for preserving or improving the amenities of the area through which the road runs

This will be achieved by restricting the right turn manoeuvre from Western Road into
A3400 Birmingham Road.

The Council, as the Traffic Authority, is required to have regard to its duty under section
16 of the Traffic Management Act 2004, to manage the local road network to achieve
as far as possible:

e securing the expeditious movement of traffic on the local road network; and

o facilitating the expeditious movement of traffic on road networks for which another
authority is the Traffic Authority,

¢ having had regard to its other obligations, objectives and policies as far as possible.

The Council is required to have regard to its duty under section 149 of the Equality Act
2010 in the making of these proposals, and give regard to advance equality of
opportunity between persons who share a relevant protected characteristic and
persons who do not share it, and in particular, to the need to:

e remove or minimise disadvantages suffered by persons who share a relevant
protected characteristic that are connected to that characteristic;

o take steps to meet the needs of persons who share a relevant protected
characteristic that are different from the needs of persons who do not share it;

e encourage persons who share a relevant protected characteristic to participate in
public life or in any other activity in which participation by such persons is
disproportionately low.

Thorough consideration was given to the factors set out in Section 122 of the Road Traffic
Regulation Act 1984 and Section 16 of the Traffic Management Act 2004 in proposing this
Traffic Regulation Order.

Thorough consideration was given to the equality’s duty of the Council under Section 149 of
the Equality Act 2010.
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SCHEDULE
Prohibition of Right Turn Manoeuvre

Western Road

From Western Road into A3400 Birmingham Road.
Existing Order to be revoked. YES/NO

Plans
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