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Section 1 —= Introduction

1.1 Introduction

Welcome to Warwickshire County Council’s ‘Guidance and Requirements of Early Education
Funding for 2, 3 and 4 Year Olds’.

This guidance reflects ‘Early education and childcare - Statutory guidance for local authorities’
issued by the Department for Education. It explains:

e what 2, 3 and 4 year old funding is

e who is eligible

e how to apply for it

e how to meet the Local Authority requirements

e what will happen if settings receive an Ofsted judgement of Inadequate or Requires
Improvement (including what happens if settings are unable to make the necessary
improvements)

Warwickshire’s Education Strategy 2018 — 2023, is to improve the educational outcomes, and
therefore life chances, of learners of all ages in the county.

The Statutory Guidance requires Local Authorities to concentrate funding on the highest quality
providers wherever possible, funding others only where it is necessary to maintain a sufficient
number of places with reasonable access for parents.

This Guidance and Requirements of Early Education Funding document sets out the Local
Authority’s expectations for registered providers offering Funded Early Education places, and the
Local Authority support available.
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1.2 National and Local Requirements

The funded entitlement enables eligible 2 year olds, and every 3 and 4 year old, to access funded
early years provision before they reach compulsory school age.

Local Authorities receive the funding to enable them to meet their statutory responsibility to
provide these funded places through the Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) — this is calculated from
information collected during the annual Early Years Census in January.

Completing census information is important. If providers do not complete the information on time,
it has an impact on the amount of funding the Local Authority receives (and therefore the amount
of funding providers may receive). Submitting such information is included in the contract for 2, 3
and 4 year old funding which providers must sign before being included in the Local Authority
Directory of Providers.

The Local Authority is responsible for maintaining the Directory of Providers, detailing those
eligible to claim funding for the provision of funded places.

To be added to the Directory a setting must be:

e An early years provider or a childminder registered on the Ofsted Early Years Register,
and have received a Certificate of Registration OR

e A childminder registered with a childminding agency which is itself registered with Ofsted
on the Early Register

e Independent Schools and Academies taking children aged two and over and which are
exempt from registration with Ofsted as an early years provider OR

e A school taking children aged two and over and which is therefore exempt from registration
with Ofsted as an early years provider

The owner / person responsible for the setting must sign an annual Provider Agreement and grant
reasonable access to all financial and non-financial records relating to early years entitlement
places for financial monitoring and audit purposes to officers from the Early Years and Childcare
Entitlements, Sufficiency and Business Team.

All providers must have regard to the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice:
0 - 25.

This Guide explains how the early years entitlements are administered in Warwickshire, and how
to apply for funding.

Please contact the Early Years Funding Team for any specific information not included in this
Guide:

01926 742233/ 01926 742218

or eyfunding@warwickshire.gov.uk
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1.3 Framework for Delivery

The Government has set a national framework, within which local authorities should fund providers
to deliver the early years entitlements. These limits secure an offer which will enable children to
access regular, quality provision, in keeping with the evidence of the benefits of doing so and
promote continuity whilst also maximising flexibility for parents and ensuring a degree of stability
for providers.

These limits are:

e No session longer than 10 hours

e No minimum session length (subject to the requirements of registration on the Ofsted
Early Years Register)

e Not before 6.00am or after 8.00pm

e A maximum of 2 sites in a single day (separate provision on a school site is counted as
one site)

Local Authorities have a statutory duty to secure sufficient funded early years provision for every
eligible child in their area.

In order to meet their statutory responsibilities, Local Authorities are required to ensure that, where
reasonably practicable, children are able to take up their funded hours in continuous blocks and
avoid artificial breaks being created throughout the day, for example over the lunch period.

Providers can ‘stretch’ the entitlement by offering fewer hours a week over more weeks of the
year, where there is provider capacity and parental demand. This means they can deliver funded
places:

e Over up to 52 weeks of the year
e Outside of maintained school term times
e At weekends
Further guidance on delivering a ‘stretched’ offer can be found at Appendix N.

Parents must be made aware that whilst they have a choice of provider, they may not always be
offered the full entitlement at the times they want at their provider of choice. The entitlement is to
an early education place and does not guarantee a place at any one provider, or a particular
pattern of provision.

1.4 The Role of Early Years Providers

All children should be able to take up their entittement to funded early education in a high quality
setting. Providers should consider how to raise the quality of provision through continuous self-
evaluation. Throughout the self-evaluation process, everyone who is connected with the setting
should be involved — staff team, children, parents and families — to get a clear picture of strengths
and limitations and how to address any gaps. Areas for development might include learning new
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skills, personal or professional development, more training, sharing values and ideas, taking on
new staff or creating a more flexible offer.

Settings should be clear about how to deliver a more flexible service. The universal entitlement
equates to 570 hours a year accessed over a minimum of 38 weeks of the year (equating to 15
hours a week). Providers can ‘stretch’ this offer so families receive fewer hours per week, but over
more weeks per year. This may meet some families’ needs better than a set pattern of 15 hours
per week for 38 weeks per year, which has been the traditional offer. The extended entitlement (an
additional 570 hours per year equating to 15 hours per week over 38 weeks) equates to 1140
hours per year and can also be stretched.

Avalilability, flexibility, business sustainability, affordability and inclusivity are key issues, and this
guide highlights information sources which can help with these areas. Consideration also needs
to be given to learning, development, safeguarding and welfare requirements. Well-evidenced
evaluation will support providers in maintaining the necessary Ofsted grading that will retain a
place in the Local Authority’s Directory of Providers.

If a setting fails to meet Ofsted’s required standards, its funding from the Local Authority is at risk.
The Local Authority will adhere to the requirements of the Early Education and Childcare Statutory
Guidance when making a decision to withdraw or suspend funding. The Provider Agreement sets
out arrangements for termination and withdrawal of funding in more detail. This is a contract
between the setting and the Local Authority for delivering funded places and contains details of the
Local Authority’s expectations of what providers should do to maintain their place in the Directory
of Providers.

Copies of leaflets, including translated versions, for parents/ carers are found on the Early Years
website: https://schools.warwickshire.gov.uk/early-years-childcare-providers/early-education-
funding-2-3-4-year-olds and Childcare Costs site: www.warwickshire.gov.uk/childcarecosts .
Settings will find this information useful in helping parents/ carers to understand the funding
process and make them aware of 2, 3 and 4 year old Funding. Copies can be obtained from the
Early Years Funding Team.

1.5 The Role of the Local Authority

The Childcare Acts 2006 and 2016 place a duty on all English Local Authorities to secure free
early years provision for all eligible children in their area. The Acts stipulate the type and amount
of provision and the age of children to benefit.

‘Early Education and Childcare Statutory Guidance for local authorities’ is a legal framework which
all Local Authorities must follow for the delivery of funded early years provision for eligible children.

Local Authorities are required to secure sufficient free places of 570 hours per year over no fewer
than 38 weeks of the year for every eligible child in the area from the term after their 2nd birthday,
until they reach compulsory school age (or 1140 hours per year for the extended entitlement).

The entitlement can be delivered through a range of providers including nursery schools and
classes, private and voluntary sector providers, school-run provision, independent schools, and
childminders.
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Wherever possible, the Local Authority will concentrate early education funding on the
highest quality providers, only funding others where it is necessary to maintain sufficiency
and accessibility.

Warwickshire County Council administers the funding for 2, 3 and 4 year olds receiving the free
entitlement within the Local Authority area. The funding is paid directly to providers, rather than
parents, and is calculated on the number of hours each eligible child attends the setting.

Providers from all parts of the early years sector are funded on the basis of a single funding
formula — the Early Years Single Funding Formula (EYSFF). This is a government requirement,
and has to be ‘participation led’, which means the Local Authority funds providers based on how
many children they have in the setting each term, and how many hours they attend.

A universal base rate must be used for all types of provider, although additional funding is
available for Maintained Nursery Schools via a direct Government grant.

In exceptional circumstances, to protect funds, Warwickshire County Council may be required to
make a financial adjustment for a provider. In these situations, the Local Authority will contact the
setting and confirm the arrangements in writing - for example, where information is received that
supports concerns about financial sustainability or closure.
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Section 2 — The Funding Process

2.1 Determining Eligibility for a Funded Place

In accordance with the Statutory Guidance: -

e A two year old child will be entitled to a funded place from the beginning of the term after
both of the following conditions are satisfied: (1) the child has attained the age of two and
(2) the child or the parent meets the eligibility criteria. They continue to receive a place until
they become eligible for the universal entitlement (from the term following their third
birthday). The child remains eligible even where the child or parent ceases to meet these
criteria at a later date - once a child has been given a funded place, they will keep it.

e All three and four year old children are eligible for the universal entitlement from the
beginning of the term following their 3" birthday, until they reach compulsory school age.

e A three or four year old child of working parents will be entitled to the extended entitlement
from the term after both of the following conditions are satisfied: (1) the child has attained
the age of three: (2) the child’s parent has a current positive determination of eligibility from
HMRC i.e. a valid 30 hour eligibility code.

e Children in foster care will also be eligible for the extended hours providing that they meet
all of the following criteria: (1) the term after the child has attained the age of three; (2) that
this is consistent with the child’s care plan (3) the foster parent is taking up paid
employment outside of their fostering role (see Section 2.1.5 for the full criteria).

The entitlements are for 570 hours per year, delivered over a minimum of 38 weeks of the year
(equating to 15 hours a week). Children may stretch their entittement over more than 38 weeks
(and up to 52 weeks). This means taking fewer hours per week, subject to a maximum of 570
hours a year until the child reaches compulsory school age (the beginning of the term following
their fifth birthday). Children entitled to the Extended Entitlement (30 Hours funding) may claim a
maximum of 1140 hours per year.

2.1.1 - Eligibility start dates:

The following table shows when a child is eligible to receive 2 year old funding (where eligible) and
3 and 4 year old funding (all dates are inclusive):

A child born between: Will be eligible for a free place from:

15t January and 315t March The start of the Summer term following
their birthday until statutory school age

15t April and 315t August The start of the Autumn term following
their birthday until statutory school age

15t September and 315t December The start of the Spring term following their
birthday until statutory school age
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2.1.2 - Eligibility criteria for 2 year old funding:

A child will be entitled to 2 year old funding from the term after both of the following criteria are
met: (1) the child has attained the age of two and (2) the child or parent meets the eligibility criteria
and a successful application has been completed.

Two year olds are eligible for 15 hours of early years provision if the parents claim one of the
following benefits:

e Income Support

e Income based Job Seekers Allowance (JSA)

e Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA)

e Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
e The guaranteed element of the State Pension Credit

e Child Tax Credit or Working Tax Credit, with an annual household income of less than
£16,190 before tax

e Working Tax Credit, 4 week run on

e Universal Credit - a parent has an annual net earned income equivalent to and not
exceeding £15,400 assessed on up to three of the parents most recent Universal Credit
assessment periods

OR

e The child is looked after by the local authority
e The child has left care through adoption, special guardianship or a child arrangement order

e The child has a current statement of Special Educational Need, or an Education, Health
and Care Plan

e The child is in receipt of Disability Living Allowance

OR

If a parent’s immigration status says they have ‘no recourse to public funds’ (NRPF), they may be
able to access a funded childcare place for their 2 year old if they:

¢ live in England and your annual household income is no more than:
o £26,500 for families outside of London with one child
o £30,600 for families outside of London with two or more children

e have no more than £16,000 in savings or investments
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Additional Information

Each child’s place is approved on an individual application basis. Families must meet the
specific criteria as set out in the ‘Early Education and Childcare Statutory Guidance for local
authorities’

Families can apply online at www.warwickshire.gov.uk/childcarecosts or a paper application
is available if the parent does not have access to the internet and can be requested from
2help@warwickshire.gov.uk

If a parent does not have access to the internet, they can contact their local Children and
Family Centre for help. For more details visit:
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/childrenandfamilycentres

If a family is eligible, they will be sent a Placement Confirmation letter via email or post by
the Early Years Funding Team. This letter includes the EY voucher code that the provider
will need to enter on to the Synergy Provider Portal to match with the records of eligibility

The provider MUST see a copy of the Placement Confirmation letter before offering a 2
year old funded place

The EY voucher code on the letter will need to be entered on to the EY voucher box on the
Parental Declaration Form (PDF) and in the Synergy Provider Portal

All parents accessing a 2 year old funded place must complete the current 2 year funding
Parent/Guardian Declaration Form (PDF). See Annex B1

Once a child’s eligibility is confirmed via the application process, they will be entitled to
keep their funded hours until they become eligible for 3 and 4 year old funding

Where the family circumstances improve or change, the place will not be removed

Where a setting offers 2 year old funding, the setting’s details are added to a list of 2 year
old funded Providers. This list is sent to parents with their place confirmation letter.

Out of County arrangements - Where eligibility has been confirmed by a Local Authority outside
of Warwickshire, a copy of the confirmation letter will need to be attached to the funding
application using the Document Upload facility in the Synergy Provider Portal.

2.1.3 - Eligibility Criteria for the 3 & 4 year old Universal and Extended (30

Hours) Entitlements:

3 & 4 Year old (Universal Entitlement)

All 3 & 4 year olds are entitled to the 15 hours Universal Entitlement the term following their third
birthday offering 570 hours a year over no fewer than 38 weeks. This equates to 15 hours a week
for 38 weeks of the year. Children may stretch their entittement over more than 38 weeks (and up
to 52 weeks). This means taking fewer hours per week, subject to a maximum of 570 hours a year
until the child reaches compulsory school age (the beginning of the term following their fifth
birthday or where the child is taking up a full time school place in reception).

There is NO application process required for the Universal Entitlement.

3 & 4 Year old (Extended Entitlement - 30 hours)
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A child is entitled to the Extended Entitlement from the term following their third birthday or the
start of the term after the 30 hour code validity start date, whichever is the latest. This equates to
an additional 15 hours a week for 38 weeks of the year. Children may stretch their entitlement over
more than 38 weeks (and up to 52 weeks). This means taking fewer hours per week, subject to a
maximum of 570 (total of 1140 hours where both the universal and extended hours are claimed)
hours a year until the child reaches compulsory school age (the beginning of the term following
their fifth birthday or where the child is taking up a full time school place in reception).

To be eligible for the Extended Entitlement parents must meet one of the following criteria:

e the parent (and partner where applicable) should be in qualifying paid work. Each parent (or
the single parent in a lone parent household) will need to expect to earn the equivalent of
16 hours per week at the national living wage over the forthcoming quarter

e where one or both parents are in receipt of benefits in connection with sickness or
parenting, they are treated as though they are in paid work

e where one parent in a two-parent household is in receipt of specific benefits relating to
caring, incapacity for work or limited capability for work, they are treated as though they are
in paid work

If either or both parents’ income exceeds £100,000, they will not be eligible for the extended
entitlement.

Additional Information

e To check for eligibility and to make an application, parents should visit the HMRC website:
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk or visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/childcarecosts

e It is the responsibility of the setting to check the details of each child, including date of birth.
To ensure eligibility, this must include sight of an original birth certificate or other identifying
documents e.g. passport, medical certificate or Health records and be recorded on the
Parental Declaration Form (PDF)

e Children must remain in the setting until the ‘Headcount Day’ in order to be eligible for the
funding. Should parents choose to remove their child before this qualifying period, it is the
provider’'s responsibility to make the parent aware that they may be liable for any costs in
line with the provider’s contractual arrangements

e If a child starts after the Headcount date who does not meet the specified criteria stated in
Section 2.6.3 of this guidance they will not normally be entitled to funding until the start of
the following term. The provider MUST contact the Early Years Funding Team to review if
funding can be claimed due to exceptional circumstances prior to making a claim using the
Online Adjustment process, see Section 2.6

e Providers should have a written agreement between themselves and their parents /
guardians, setting out agreed hours of attendance and the funded hours to be claimed

e All parents accessing 3 and 4 year old Funded Entitlement places must complete the
current Parent/Guardian Declaration Form (PDF). See Section 2.9 and Annex B2 for more
details
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In order to receive the 30 hours Extended Entitlement funding, the parent MUST:

have applied through the HMRC’s website: www.childcarechoices.gov.uk

have a current confirmation of eligibility from HMRC via their Gateway account

be issued with an 11 digit code starting with 500 or 501, to give to their childcare provider to
verify eligibility. If a permanent code cannot be issued, parents must have a temporary
code beginning with 11

have a valid code for the term in which they want to start the 30 hours funding

ensure the code is renewed, as required by HMRC, usually every 3 months

Where a parent requires further guidance, they should contact the Customer Interaction Centre at
HMRC on 0300 123 4097.

Where the parent does not agree with the eligibility outcome, there is an appeal process available.
The review and appeals process is managed by HMRC. Their complaints form is available at:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/complain-to-hm-revenue-and-customs

Local Authorities do not have any involvement in the application process for the 30 hour

code.

Once the parent has been issued with a 30 hour code, the process is as follows:

The parent must give the details of the 30 hour code to their early years provider together
with their NI number and child’s date of birth

Written consent MUST be obtained from the parent(s) whose details are being checked, the
PDF should be completed or the provider’s equivalent document and signed by the parent

On receipt of a code from the parent the provider must validate the code using the Eligibility
Checker on the Synergy Provider Portal to confirm the validity dates of the code before a
start date for the extended entitlement funding is agreed with the parent, preferably the term
before funding will start

The provider must make a note of the validity start date, end date and Grace Period end
date to be aware of the expiry dates

The provider must make sure that the validity start date is valid for the term in which the
parent wants to start the 30 hours funding. The code must have a validity start date on or
before the last day of the previous term as shown below, unless the Early Years Funding
Team advise otherwise:

Autumn term: a validity start date on or before 315t August
Spring term: a validity start date on or before 315t December
Summer term: a validity start date on or before 315t March

If a validity start date is dated after the start of term (15 of the month following the above

dates) the child will not be entitled to the extended funding until the start of the following
term
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e The parent must make sure that the code is re-confirmed if the validity end date expires
before the term starts. A child cannot start a new funded place or a new setting in a Grace
Period

e The code must have a validity end date dated after the start of the term if a child is a new
starter or new to 30 hours funding at your setting

e The code must be re-confirmed by parents usually every 3 months. The parent should be
prompted by text or email from HMRC; however, providers should also prompt the parent
prior to the validity end date

Please note: a child cannot take up their new funded place during a Grace Period.

See Annex M for further information.
Children claiming 30 hours between more than one setting:

e The parent must complete the termly table on the Parental Declaration Form (PDF) to
nominate how the funding will be allocated between settings

e The parent must decide which setting will be claiming the 15 Universal hours and which
setting will be claiming the Extended hours and detail how these hours are going to be split
on the termly table of the Parental Declaration Form (PDF)

e The hours should be entered on to the Synergy Provider Portal by the settings as they are
shown on the PDF

e If the family do not have a valid 30 hours code for the term or the Grace Period has ended,
the child will only be entitled to claim the 15 Universal hours at the setting where they have
nominated to receive the Universal hours

Please note: the 15 Universal hours should be fully used first before a parent claims the Extended
Entitlement hours.

2.1.4 - The Grace Period

The Local Authority will continue to fund a place for an existing funded child whose parents cease
to meet the eligibility criteria or do not re-confirm their code at the validity end date, until the end of
a Grace Period. The end date of the grace period is shown on the Eligibility Checker.

During the grace period they should continue to receive the additional 15 hours a week, or fewer if
the entitlement is being stretched, over the equivalent of 38 weeks of the year.

If the parent has not been able to re-confirm their code before the end of the grace period, the
funding will cease for the extended hours at the Grace Period end date, and they will not be
funded for them in the following term.

When a code falls into the grace period, a yellow triangle with an exclamation mark ( * ) will be
displayed next to the child’s name on the Synergy Provider Portal. This is to prompt providers to
contact the parent to re-confirm their code.

The table below shows the grace period dates where a child is no longer eligible. The Local
Authority will send reminders to the provider when a code falls into the grace period asking them
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to remind parents to re-confirm their code before the end of the current term. This is to avoid
parents and providers from losing their 30 hours funding in the following term.

Date Parent receives LA audit date: Grace Period End date:
ineligible decision on

reconfirmation:

1 Jan —10 Feb 11 February 31 March

11 Feb — 31 March 1 April 31 August

1 April — 26 May 27 May 31 August

27 May — 31 August 1 September 31 December

1 September — 21 October 22 October 31 December

22 October — 31 December | 1 January 31 March

2.1.5 - 30 Hours funding for children in Foster Care
Children in foster care are eligible for 30 hours childcare if the following criteria are met:

e Accessing the Extended hours is consistent with the child’s care plan
And either

o In single parent foster families, the foster parent engages in paid work outside their
role as a foster parent, or

o In two parent foster families, both partners engage in paid work outside their role as
a foster parent. If one partner is not a foster parent, then they must be in qualifying
paid work and earn a minimum of the equivalent to 16 hours per week at national
minimum/living wage

The Local Authority who the child is Looked After by will allocate a 30 hour code to the foster
carer, as the Government Childcare Service will not be able to make the relevant checks.

Warwickshire foster carers with a Warwickshire foster child - must contact their Social Worker
for an application form. When completed, it is to be signed by the child’s Social Worker and sent
with evidence of their paid income to the Designated Administrator for checking, before being
passed to the Designated Officer from the Fostering Team to be authorised.

Warwickshire foster carers caring for a child from another Local Authority - must contact the
child’s Social Worker for an application form. This form must then be completed with the child's
Local Authority, who are responsible for issuing a 30 hour code where the carers are eligible.

Foster carers from outside of Warwickshire with a Warwickshire foster child - must contact
the child’s Social Worker for an application form. When completed it is to be signed by the child’'s
Social Worker and sent with evidence of their paid income to the Designated Administrator from
the Fostering Team for checking, before being passed to the Designated Officer from the
Fostering Team to be authorised.
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Once the signed application form and evidence of paid income has been received by the Early
Years Funding Team, a code will be generated by the DfE and the details will be sent to the foster
carer by secure email. The email will show details of the code validity start date, validity end date
and re-confirmation date.

The code, starting with 400, is to be treated in the same way as a standard 30 hour code and will
need to be re-confirmed every 3 months with the issuing Local Authority. The foster carer will need
to contact either their own or the child’s social worker to request re-confirmation every 3 months
on or around the re-confirmation date specified.

2.2 Additional Premiums

2.2.1 - Early Years Pupil Premium

The Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP) is additional funding, 62p per hour from April 2023 and
66p per hour from September 2023 (See section 2.4 Payment arrangements for September 2023
payment uplifts) the equivalent of £368.40 for the financial year 2023/2024, paid termly, based on
the funded hours claimed, to providers who have children receiving the 3 & 4 year funding
Universal entitlement and where the child’s parents are in receipt of qualifying benefits or other
qualifying criteria is met.

Providers are able to use this extra funding to support each eligible child to improve outcomes for
them. Detailed information for each child should be kept about what the funding was used for, how
the decision was made to use it, and how outcomes for each child have been improved — Ofsted
may ask providers about how they have supported eligible children when they inspect the setting.

A child will be eligible for the Early Years Pupil Premium if:
e Their parents are in receipt of one or more of the following benefits or credits
o Income Support
o Income-based Jobseekers Allowance
o Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
o Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
o The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit

o Child Tax Credit, but not Working Tax Credit, with an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190

o Working Tax Credit run-on — paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working
Tax Credit

o Universal Credit — the parent must have an annual net earned income equivalent to
and not exceeding £7,400, assessed on up to three of the parent’s most recent
Universal Credit assessment periods
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Or
e The child has
o Been Looked After by the local authority for at least one day
o Been Adopted from care
o Left care through Special Guardianship
o A Child Arrangement order

Additional Note: Warwickshire Looked After Children (LAC) will automatically have the EYPP

weighting added. To add EYPP for a LAC from another LA, providers will need to send supporting
information either: Adoption Birth certificate, Special Guardianship and Child Arrangement Orders
to the Early Years Funding Team via the Document Upload facility in the Synergy Provider Portal.

How to claim:

To claim for the Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP), providers should advise parents that they
must fully complete the EYPP application section on the PDF (Parental Declaration Form) and
sign the Declaration.

The parent MUST sign the Declaration before EYPP can be claimed as this is the parent’s
agreement to use their personal details to check for eligibility using the Government’s Eligibility
Checking Service (ECS).

Their details should then be entered on to the Parent/Carer tab on the Synergy Provider Portal
with the termly Headcount claim and the consent to check for EYPP box must be ticked.

EYPP payment will be made with the Actual payment for the term. Providers must check the
Synergy Provider Portal after the Headcount week to make sure that all children are present on
their claim and to check that those children that applied, have been allocated the EYPP funding.
This will be shown in the Weightings column.

Following the processing of the funding claims, where a child has not had EYPP added as
expected, it will mean that eligibility could not be confirmed using the ECS or the required
supporting information was not added to the Synergy Provider Portal.

Where this is the case providers must: -

e Check the information added to the Synergy Provider Portal for accuracy e.g. errors in the
National Insurance number or date of birth etc. and advise the Early Years Funding Team
of any changes that need to be made

e Contact the parent, where the details are confirmed as correct to request additional
supporting information, including a Job Centre letter confirming income-based benefits or
credits or Universal Credit full service statement

e Copies of the additional supporting information must be sent to the Early Years Funding
Team, via the secure Document Upload service on the Synergy Provider Portal
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e Information / changes must be received by the Early Years Funding Team by the
submission end date for the current funding term via the Headcount or Online Adjustment
process

e Information will be reviewed by the Early Years Funding Team and eligibility determined

e Providers must recheck their Synergy Provider Portal where any additional allocations will
have been added to the Weightings column

Important Note:

It is recommended that all children that may qualify complete the EYPP application. Where
eligibility is confirmed, this may provide additional support for a child when making their application
for a primary school place. The Primary Schools admissions policy 2023/2024 Academic Year
states:

If a Warwickshire Community or Voluntary Controlled primary school is oversubscribed, then the
following oversubscription criteria will be used when allocating places:

e Children who are in receipt of the Early Years Pupil Premium, with no more than 14% of
the places available to be allocated under this category. The child must be in receipt of the
premium at the time the application is made.

2.2.2 - Deprivation Factor

The Deprivation Factor (DF) is an additional premium of £0.62 per hour paid to the provider based
on children living in a postcode that falls within the most deprived 30% of postcodes as determined
by IDACI (Income Deprivation Affecting Children Index). The DF is paid automatically to the
provider.

If this has been added to the child’s funding base rate, ‘DF’ will show in the Weightings column
next to the child’s name on the Synergy Provider Portal.

2.2.3 - Disability Access Fund (DAF)

The Equality Act 2010 offers protection against discrimination, harassment and victimisation, and
applies to statutory and non-statutory early years organisations. Local authorities must comply
with the provisions of the Act in finding suitable provision for eligible disabled children.

The Disability Access Fund (DAF) was introduced to support disabled children’s access to the
entitlements for three and four year olds. Providers receive £858.92 per eligible child per calendar
year (See section 2.4 Payment arrangements for September 2023 uplift information). The funds
could be used, for example, to support providers in making reasonable adjustments to their
settings and/or helping with building capacity, either for the child in question or for the benefit of
children as a whole attending the setting.
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Three and four year olds will be eligible for DAF if they meet the following criteria:
e the child is in receipt of Disability Living Allowance (DLA)
and
e the child receives the Universal early education funded entitlement (15 hours)

Please note that children do not have to take up the full 570 hours of early education funding that
they are entitled to in order to receive DAF. Children will be eligible where they take up any period
of funded entitlement and receive DLA.

Four year olds in primary school reception classes are not eligible for DAF funding.

All early years providers who are eligible to receive funding for three and four year olds, qualify to
receive DAF payments if they have eligible children.

Local authorities must fund all settings providing a place for DAF eligible children at a fixed annual
rate of £858.92 per eligible child. The DAF is payable annually as a lump sum and will not be
reduced if a child does not take up their full 15 hours entitlement.

Local authorities should distribute DAF funding in its entirety to providers, and DAF funding should
not be offset against any other funding which the local authority may ordinarily be providing for
children eligible for the DAF.

If a child eligible for the DAF is splitting their funded entitlement across two or more providers, the
local authority will ask parents to nominate the main setting. This setting will receive the full DAF
payment for the child.

If a child receiving DAF moves from one setting to another, the new setting is not eligible to
receive DAF funding for this child until the anniversary of the first payment has passed. DAF
funding received by the original setting will not be reclaimed.

Where children are still eligible for the DAF; the provider where the child is attending should
receive a second payment the term after the 12 month anniversary of the first payment.

In cases where a child who lives in one local authority attends a setting in another local authority
area, the local authority where the setting is based is responsible for funding the DAF for the child
and eligibility checking.

How to claim:

e Early years providers are responsible for identifying eligible children and should prompt
parents to sign the Declaration on the Disability Access Fund (DAF) section of the 3 & 4
Year Old Parental Declaration Form (PDF)

e Providers will need to check eligibility by seeing evidence of the child’s Disability Living
Allowance (DLA) award letter

e A copy of the DLA award letter must be sent to the Local Authority using the secure
Document upload tab on the Synergy Provider Portal during the Headcount or Online
Adjustment period
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e The following symbol will show next to the child's funding details if a document was
attached @

e \Where a copy of the DLA award letter is not attached to the Document upload tab, the claim
for DAF cannot be approved

e Payment is made as an adjustment with the termly final (actual) payment and can be seen
in the Adjustment Payments in the child’s and provider's Summary tab in the Synergy
Provider Portal

2.3 Delayed or Deferred Entry into Reception Year

Warwickshire County Council provides full time places in school reception classes for all children

in the September following their fourth birthday. Three and four year old funding as detailed in this
guidance does not apply to children attending school reception classes of maintained schools, as
they will be funded through school budgets and have different administrative arrangements.

Children attending a non-maintained (independent) school remain eligible to claim funding
until they are of statutory school age, which is the term after their fifth birthday.

The Local Authority’s (LA) policy is that pupils should be educated in the year group appropriate to
their chronological age.

Some children may start in Reception later in the school year, due to medical issues or because
they are a summer-born child and are not considered ready to start school in September. This is
referred to as Delayed Entry. The child has a school place, in their correct academic cohort, but is
not taking up the place until later in that academic year.

Early Years funding may be claimed in the usual way in respect of a child whose parent/guardian
has formally arranged with the Head Teacher and Local Authority to delay the child’s entry into
school, until they reach statutory school age, the term following their 5" birthday. Please note that
this does not apply to a child who is being “phased in” during the Autumn Term at the beginning of
the reception year, as Early Years funding cannot be claimed once a child is on the school’s
register.

Parents must still apply for a school place in line with the co-ordinated admission arrangements,
and meet the standard Local Authority deadlines, so that an offer of a school place can be made
before the request for delayed entry is agreed. Parents must be made aware of this requirement,
and all enquiries about delayed entry should be referred to the School Admissions Service at
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/admissions

In a small number of cases, it may be appropriate for parents to request that the child starts school
a year later, so that the child is educated in the chronological year group below where they would
normally be. This is referred to as Deferred Entry.

In September 2015 the Department for Education (DfE) wrote to all Local Authorities to advise that
the School Admissions Code (2014) would be updated in respect of the admission of summer born
children into schools. Requests for children who are due to start school can be made to the Local
Authority, and those requests will be considered in line with Local Authority guidance. Requests
for children to be educated outside of their year group who are already of compulsory school age
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will be considered on an individual basis, in line with the guidance. Warwickshire’s ‘Guidance
Notes relating to the education of children outside of their chronological year group’ can be found
at https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/applying-school-place-
reception/deferringstartingschool/3?documentld=792&categoryld=20165

Additional DFE guidance for parents on deferred entry considerations can be located, here:
Summer born children: advice for parents - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Parents need to make a formal request for deferred entry, along with an application for the child to
start school, in line with the co-ordinated admission arrangements. Parents must be made aware
of this requirement, and all enquiries about deferred entry should be referred to the School
Admissions Service at www.warwickshire.gov.uk/admissions

There are significant implications for a child who is educated out of year group, and parents need
to consider the long term view of their child’s educational needs. It is important to also be aware
that children who are in receipt of Warwickshire’s SEND Inclusion Grant are not eligible to receive
the grant where they delay/defer their entry into school.

If providers are aware of potential delayed or deferred entry children, these MUST be discussed
with the Statutory Assessment Team as early as possible, to ensure Early Years providers are
aware of the statutory obligations that they will have to meet when Reception aged children remain
with childminders or in nursery provision.

The Statutory Assessment Team can be contacted at edassessmentteam@warwickshire.gov.uk
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2.4 Payment Arrangements

2023/2024 Early Education Funding Rates from September 2023

PVI settings and school run provision including maintained schools with nursery classes.

Early Education Funding Rates

2023 — 2024 Summer

2023 — 2024 Autumn & Spring

term terms
f - per hour £ - per hour
Funding Rate for 2 Year Olds 5.90 7.81
Funding rate for 3 & 4 year olds -Universal and 4.54 5.01

Extended Entitlement hours

(£4.51+ £0.03
Teachers Pay and
Pension Grant)

£4.98 + £0.03 Teachers Pay and
Pension Grant)

Early Years Pupil Premium- allocated to 0.62 0.66
Universal Hours

Deprivation Factor — allocated to Universal and 0.62 0.62
Extended hours

Disability Access Fund — annual payment for 828.00 858.02

eligible children in receipt of Disability Living
Allowance

(An extra payment of £30.92 will
be paid for the period of Sept 23 to

Mar 24 for eligible children already
paid for the full financial year.)

Providers will be informed in advance of any changes to these rates.

Funding is paid for a maximum of 570 hours per year for the 2 year old and 3 and 4 year old
Universal entitlement and up to 1140 hours per year if also claiming for the 3 and 4year old
Extended entitlement. These entitlements can be taken in a variety of ways in order to meet the
needs of the family.

2.4.1 - Patterns of Payments

2, 3 and 4 year old Funding is provided for a minimum of 38 weeks per year. In order to assist in
your financial planning, the funding will always be paid as follows:

Autumn Term 14 weeks
Spring Term 11 weeks
Summer Term 13 weeks

This pattern may not always correspond to school term dates. A Termly Information letter will be
sent out, prior to the end of each term, with all relevant dates and deadlines for the following term
and can be found on the website: https://schools.warwickshire.gov.uk/early-years-childcare-
providers/early-education-funding-2-3-4-year-olds
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Actual payment dates, and Headcount dates set by the Department for Education for the

Academic Year —2023/2024:

Twice Termly Paid Providers

Twice termly paid funded providers, PVIs, Academies and Maintained Nursery Schools and

Classes
Term Headcount | Deadline Interim Payment Date | Actual Payment Date
Date date for 2YO 3&4Y0 [2YO 3&4Y0O
Headcount
submissions
Autumn 5% October 13™ October 22/09/2023 20/09/2023 | 17/11/2023 | 15/11/2023
Term 2023 2023
2023/2024
Spring 18" January | 26™ January 19/01/2024 17/01/2024 | 08/03/2024 | 06/03/2024
Term 2024 2024
2023/2024
Summer 16" May 24™ May 2024 | 24/04/2024 26/04/2024 | 21/06/2024 | 19/06/2024
Term 2024
2023/2024

Interim payments:

e Interim payments for 2, 3 & 4 year funding are calculated by using the WEEKLY hours
entered onto the Estimates tab on the Synergy Provider Portal and sent before the
submission deadline date, as notified in the Termly Information letter

e The Synergy Provider Portal will open 2 weeks before the start of term for the setting to
enter the Estimate hours

e Where the submission deadline is missed by the provider, the interim payment will not be
made, the provider will receive the full term’s funding in the Actual payment

e The interim amount is 70% of the estimated payment amount for the term

Guidance on how to use the Estimates tab is included in the FIS Synergy Online Provider Portal
Guidance which is emailed to providers at the start of the Autumn term and can also be found at:
https://schools.warwickshire.gov.uk/early-years-childcare-providers/early-education-funding-2-3-4-

year-olds

Actual or final payment:

This is the remaining 30%, or the balance after the Headcount figures have been calculated,
minus the interim payment already paid.

Adjustment Payment:

If an adjustment is added to the Adjustment tab after the Headcount has closed, the payment for
additional hours will be made on Wednesday of the last week of term.

OFFICIALZ-%ensitive



https://schools.warwickshire.gov.uk/early-years-childcare-providers/early-education-funding-2-3-4-year-olds
https://schools.warwickshire.gov.uk/early-years-childcare-providers/early-education-funding-2-3-4-year-olds

Any overpayments following the removal of a funding claim or change of claimed hours will be
carried forward and will be taken from the interim, if there is one, or the final payment of the
following term.

Childminders

All childminders are paid monthly.
Interim payments:

e The interim payment will be made using the WEEKLY hours entered onto the Estimates tab
on the Synergy Provider Portal before the interim hours submission deadline date at the
start of the term which is notified to you in the Termly Information letter

e The provider portal will open 2 weeks before the start of term for childminders to enter the
estimate hours

e Guidance on how to use the Estimates tab is included in the FIS Synergy Online Provider
Portal Guidance which is emailed at the start of the Autumn term and can also be found at:
https://schools.warwickshire.gov.uk/early-years-childcare-providers/early-education-
funding-2-3-4-year-olds

Monthly payments:

The interim payment will usually be split into 3 payments for the Autumn term, 2 payments in the
Spring and 3 payments for the Summer term (*The number of payments may vary depending on the
number of weeks in the Summer term). The final payment will be the balance calculated after the
Headcount claim has been completed.

e The interim payment will be 70% of the estimate payment amount, for 2, 3 & 4 year old
funding entitlements

e The first 2 or 3* payments will be calculated by dividing your interim payment(s) by 2 or 3*
equal amounts

e The interim hours will be obtained from the hours entered into the Estimates tab on the
Synergy Provider Portal

e If the submission deadline is missed, the interim payments will not be made, the
Childminder will receive the full term’s funding in the Actual payment

e The final or balance payment will be made after the Headcount has been completed and
will be based on the actual Headcount numbers that have been entered

e |f the numbers increase at the Headcount, the additional funding will be paid in the final
payment

e |If there has been an overpayment of the interim funding, this final balance will be a minus
amount and an invoice will be sent to the setting for repayment
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The regular monthly payment dates for 2023/2024 will be as follows:

Term Headcount Deadline date | Interim Payment Dates Actual

Date for Payment Date

Payment Payment Payment

Autumn 5% October 13" October 15 16™ 15 15" December
Term 2023 2023 September | October November | 2023
2023/2024 2023 2023 2023
Spring 18" January | 26™ January 15 15 - 15" March
Term 2024 2024 January February 2024
2023/2024 2024 2024
Summer 16" May 24" May 2024 | 15™ April 15" May 14" June 15" July 2024
Term 2024 2024 2024 2024
2023/2024

Childminders can make changes to their Headcount until the submission deadline date where the
hours claimed need to change.

Actual or final payment:

This is the remaining 30% or the balance after the Headcount figures have been calculated minus
the interim payments already paid.

2.5 Entering the Headcount Claim

At a set point within each term providers must submit the settings Headcount claim via the
Synergy Provider Portal to ensure that payments made to the setting are accurate and reflect all

children in attendance and taking up a place.

To ensure settings are kept informed a Termly Funding Information Letter will be sent at the
end of each term which includes all the important dates and deadlines needed to enter the
Headcount claim for the next term.

The Provider must have access to the internet and the relevant associated resources

and equipment to complete funding claims, sufficiency, census returns and other requests for
information. All related communications are made using internet linked systems or email.

Providers are responsible for inputting the Headcount return within the deadlines given by the
Early Years Funding Team and to check the accuracy on completion at the end of each term.

The providers’ Headcount including EYPP and DAF, is made through the Synergy Provider Portal.

2.5.1 Headcount Claim Process:

e The web address for the Synergy provider Portal, which is used to enter funding claims is:
https://admissions.warwickshire.gov.uk/synergy/providers

e Sign in using the unique username and password issued by the Early Years Funding Team

¢ Where a provider has not used the system before, please contact the Early Years Funding

Team for sign in details, username and password
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e A copy of the FIS Synergy Provider Portal Online Funding Guidance is sent to all new
providers and at the start of the Autumn term It can also be found at:
https://schools.warwickshire.gov.uk/early-years-childcare-providers/early-education-
funding-2-3-4-year-olds

e The FIS Synergy Provider Portal Online Funding Guidance should be followed to enter
funding claims as there may be changes to the system following an upgrade

e The Synergy Provider Portal opens 2 weeks before the first day of each term and closes
one week after Headcount Day as detailed in the Termly Information letter

e Children are not always carried forward on the Synergy Provider Portal from term to term,
you will need to check the children listed carefully for all funding types - 2, 3 & 4 year olds
Note: Some children will NOT be carried forward from Summer term to Autumn term

e The provider must enter all the children they are claiming funding for that term and the
number of funded hours from the details on the signed Parental Declaration Form (PDF)

+ The provider must check that they enter the child’s details on the Provider Portal accurately
and in accordance with the legal name, date of birth and address, ethnicity and SEN type
as shown on the PDF and update details as necessary

e Only children attending the setting during the week of the specified Headcount date, can be
entered on to the Headcount claim. A claim should be made for the whole of the term, this
allows the provider, where they agree, to pass a proportion of the funding to another
Warwickshire provider if the child moves to another setting before or after Headcount. Refer
to Section 2.6

e The Synergy Provider Portal closes for inputting on the Headcount submission deadline
date, as notified in the Termly Information Letter. The Synergy Provider Portal will not allow
any changes to be made to Headcounts after this date

e The provider must check the Synergy Provider Portal from 2 weeks after Headcount week,
to check that their Headcount claim is correct, this includes the child’s personal information,
claimed hours, for adjustments for DAF and weightings for EYPP and DF

e Any changes after the Headcount submission date should be made using the Online
Adjustment process via the provider portal see Section 2.6

e After the Headcount information is submitted, a detailed breakdown of funding allocated to
each child will be shown on the Actuals, child summary tab on the Synergy Provider Portal
for 2, 3 & 4 year funding. The Universal and the Extended 30 hours for 3 & 4 year funding
are shown separately

Additional Important Information:

e The Early Years Funding Team are not able to make any changes to funding after the
end of a term. Adjustments, where agreed, can only be made during the current term

e The Local Authority may reclaim funding that has been overclaimed relating to any
terms if identified at audit

e Funding will continue to be paid for inset days taken up to a total of 5 days per school
year, however it must be noted that funding is paid for 38 weeks per year and a
school year is classed as 39 weeks including inset days
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e The Local Authority is required to secure a minimum of 38 weeks of pre-school
education over the course of an academic year. Any phased induction for three-year-
olds should usually be completed within the first three weeks of the term

e Information from your Headcount may be shared to ensure effective safeguarding and
promote the welfare and protection of children

e Payments may be delayed where returns remain outstanding

2.5.2 Payment Summary

The Synergy Provider Portal must be used to check your final Headcount Summary at the end of
each term.

This can be accessed using: https://admissions.warwickshire.gov.uk/synergy/providers

Selecting the Summary page on the Funding tab for the term will show the details for the Estimate,
Actual, Adjustments and Weighting payments for the selected term. Summary information for all
terms from the start of the setting’s records in the system can be checked.

The funding details on the Summary tab from the previous academic year are to be used for the
setting’s Indicative Budget information.

2.5.3 Summer Term Sufficiency Return: (Except Childminders)

The Local Authority collects 2, 3 and 4 year old place and vacancy information from funded Early
Years providers in the Summer term during the Headcount period. The submission deadline date
will be notified in the Termly Information letter.

The return is completed by selecting the Sufficiency Tab on the Synergy Provider Portal:
https://admissions.warwickshire.gov.uk/synergy/providers

For details on how to complete the Sufficiency return please refer to the Synergy Provider Portal
Guidance.

By completing this information, the setting is giving Warwickshire County Council an accurate
insight into place sufficiency in the local area. Being able to follow the trends in sufficiency helps
Warwickshire County Council to locate areas of high demand and investigate the need to create
additional early years places to ensure parents can access their funding entitlement. Any
information used for reporting purposes will be anonymised.

The Sufficiency return MUST be completed in line with the requirements in the Provider
Agreement, there may be a delay to the final termly payment where a return is not completed.

2.6 Adjustment to Payments

2,3& 4 Year Olds

Funding will normally be paid for the whole term to the provider the child attends on Headcount
Day.
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For children attending a setting on Headcount Day (or within the week of the specified Headcount
date), a claim should be made for the whole of the term, even if they joined after the term started.
This will enable the provider to pass a proportion of the funding to another Warwickshire setting if
the child has already taken sessions with them, where agreed between the settings.

Where a child leaves a setting after Headcount, providers should make a private arrangement
between themselves to agree to pass a proportion of the funding to the other setting for the
remainder of the term. There is no obligation to do so. Refer to 2.6.2 and 2.6.3 below.

Where funding for a child has already been made at Headcount, a claim for the remainder of the
term using the Adjustment process cannot be made, unless this has been agreed between both
settings.

Note: It is Warwickshire’s policy that funding claimed at Headcount must not be transferred to
another setting outside of Warwickshire.

Where an arrangement is made by a setting from another local authority to transfer funding to a
Warwickshire setting, the setting will be paid at the funding rate of the other local authority. This
may be higher or lower than the funding rate paid by Warwickshire and no additional funds can be
paid by Warwickshire e.g to adjust a lower hourly rate.

To make any changes after the Headcount period has ended, the Adjustment process must be
followed:

e Adjustments to the Headcount claim must be made using the Online Adjustment process
via the Synergy Provider Portal: https://admissions.warwickshire.gov.uk/synergy/providers

e Guidance on how to enter Online Adjustments can be found in the FIS Synergy Provider
Portal Online Funding Guidance which is sent at the start of the Autumn term. It can also
be found at: https://schools.warwickshire.gov.uk/early-years-childcare-providers/early-
education-funding-2-3-4-year-olds

e Online Adjustments must be entered during the specified dates notified in the Termly
Information letter

e Adjustments can only be accepted if they meet the criteria detailed in Section 2.6.3

e Payments for any adjustments are made to providers on the last week of the funding term
where they have not been added to the Actual payment

2.6.1 - Child Leaving Before Headcount

Where a child leaves before the Headcount date they cannot be included in the Headcount
funding claim and the Local Authority cannot pay for any hours they have already attended.

Please ensure that parents are aware of this, as they will be responsible for paying for these hours
as outlined in the Parent/Guardian Declaration Form (PDF).

Providers may be able to receive this proportion of the term’s funding by agreement from the
setting who makes the Headcount claim. This should be arranged directly between the providers
concerned however this is not mandatory.
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2.6.2 - Child Leaving After Headcount

Where a child leaves after the Headcount date and the provider has made a funding claim for
them, they are entitled to retain the funding for the remainder of the term.

If there is agreement, the provider can arrange to pass the relevant proportion of the funding
entitlement to the new setting for the remainder of the term. This should be arranged directly
between the providers concerned however this is not mandatory.

2.6.3 - Child starting After the Headcount

Where a child starts the setting after the Headcount date and has moved from another setting
where funding has been claimed they will not normally be entitled to further funding until the
following term. See Section 2.6.2.

If a child joins the setting after headcount for whom claim has not been made at another setting in
the current term and fits within the below specified categories, a claim must be made via the
Online Adjustment process via the Synergy Provider Portal during the specified dates as notified in
the Termly Information Letter.

Categories where adjustments may be made after the termly headcount:
e A house move into the area for the child or parent
e If the child’s primary care giver changes resulting in the need to change setting

e Where a sibling moves school and the child needs to move to attend adjacent/nearby
nursery provision

e Military family posted in / out of the area
e Child protection and safeguarding reasons
e Where the child has not previously taken up a place and is a new starter eligible for funding

e Family requirements change and funded hours need to be increased e.g. change in parents
working patterns

Children who are eligible for 2 year funding may start immediately at any point during the term if
they meet the age criteria for the term.

Please ensure that all parents/guardians sign their PDF each term, which sets out the hours and
patterns of attendance for the funded entitlement that the parent and provider have agreed.

Examples of the current PDFs are shown at Annex B1 and B2. Please contact the Early Years
Funding Team to discuss individual situations or for further advice.

Adjustment payments will be made for the number of weeks in the term from when the change or
start date occurred.
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2.7 The ‘Stretch’ Offer

Stretch and Averaging of Funding

Be aware of the difference between:

2.7.1 - Stretch option:

Annual Funded entitlement hours offered and attended by the child over more than 38 weeks per
year - the number of funded hours per week attended multiplied by the number of weeks the
setting is offering it per year to enable the maximum take up of entitlement e.g. 12 hours per
week x 47.5 weeks per year. The number of funded hours will remain the same once agreed. Any
additional hours taken in excess of the stretched number of funded hours per week / month are to
be charged at the provider’'s published fee rate. These hours may vary each week/month,
depending upon the agreement that is in place with the parent.

Stretch patterns must be reflected within the Parental Declaration Form (PDF), contracts and
attended as specified.

Please note: the setting must be open for the number of weeks the funded hours are stretched
over and the child’s attendance must fit this pattern.

2.7.2 - Averaging:

Funded hours offered for a specified number of weeks per year, usually 38 weeks. Any additional
hours and additional weeks taken above the specified funded entitlement weeks are charged at
the provider’s published fee rate. Funded hours and paid-for sessions are totalled for a complete
year and divided by the agreed number of months or weeks as per contract arrangements, to
provide parents with a standard invoice each payment period. Parents are able to spread the
cost of childcare equally by paying the same amount each week, month or term throughout
the year.

Please note: Providers must ensure that the model of funded hours offered (and how this relates
to invoicing and payment requirements) is clearly shown in writing to parents at the outset, and
links to the invoices issued. If the child leaves before the end of the year, the number of funded
hours taken will need to be calculated in relation to the 38 weeks entitlement. This is to ensure the
child has received the correct number of funded hours and any outstanding charges due to the
setting are identified.

Please see the Stretched Guidance - Annex N for more detailed information.

2.8 Charges

Government funding is intended to deliver 15 or 30 hours a week of funded, high quality, flexible
childcare. It is not intended to cover the cost of meals, other consumables, additional hours or
additional services.

Providers should be aware that they can charge for meals and snacks as part of a funded place,
and that they can also charge for consumables, such as nappies or sun cream, and additional
services, such as trips and specialist tuition. Voluntary consumables must be for items that are
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used by the child and must not include standard items that all children must have access to, such
as standard art resources e.g. paint, or PPR for staff to support personal hygiene requirements.

These charges must be voluntary for the parent and listed clearly in writing on fee sheets and
invoices. Each element of the voluntary charges should be separately detailed stipulating
what is included as a ‘consumable’, meal or snack.

Where parents are unable or unwilling to pay for voluntary consumable charges, providers who
choose to offer the funded entitlements are responsible for setting their own policy on how to
respond, with options including waiving or reducing the cost of meals and snacks or allowing
parents to supply their own meals and consumables. Providers should make their policy clear in
writing to parents prior to a child taking up a place.

Parents must be permitted to send their child to the setting for funded hours without paying any
voluntary charges, should they choose to do so.

The local authority will not intervene where parents choose to purchase additional hours of
provision or additional services, provided that this does not affect the parent’s ability to take up
their child’s funded place and it is made clear to parents that charges as above are voluntary.

Children accessing any of the funded entitlements must receive the same quality and access to
provision, regardless of whether their parents opt to pay for optional hours, services, meals or
consumables.

There must be no charges associated with the funded entitlement, and providers must not
charge “top-up” fees (the difference between the provider's normal charge to parents and the
funding they receive from the local authority to deliver the funded entitlement) in relation to any
funded hours. The Local Authority must ensure that no other fees are being charged in relation to
the funded entitlement, for example for registration or uniform. Providers risk removal from the
Directory of Providers and withdrawal of funding if they do so.

Providers can charge a deposit to secure a funded place which must be refunded to the parent
within a reasonable time scale and, except in exceptional circumstances, by the end of the first
month of attendance. The provider is entitled to retain the deposit where the child does not take up
the place.

Where children are accessing the funded entitlement over the lunch period, any charge that a
provider makes for lunch must be agreed with the parents in advance or alternative arrangements
made such as the parents providing their own meals e.g. a packed lunch.

If a child’s attendance exceeds the funded entitlement, providers can charge a fee for the
additional hours which are not covered by the funded place.

Clear written information must be given to parents outlining the funded entitlement and any
voluntary fees charged for additional services, including any extra hours that the parents
have agreed to buy. This information should clearly show where funded hours form part of
a longer session or contractual arrangement and clearly include what the extra charges are
for listing these separately.

Providers must ensure their invoices and receipts are clear, transparent and itemised so that
parents can see that they have received their child’s funded entitlement completely free of charge
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and can identify and understand fees paid for any additional hours or services as listed within the
fee and session information provided.

The provider must ensure that the business name and address is shown on invoices and receipts,
so they can be clearly identified as coming from a specific provider.

2.9 Parent/Guardian Declaration Form (PDF) — 2, 3 and 4 year
olds

The Parental Declaration Form (PDF) is an agreement between providers and parents to commit
to the provider the number of hours they claim for the whole of the term.

The Parent should be directed to www.warwickshire.gov.uk/childcarecosts for full details of the
funding entitlements and the Parental Declaration Form (PDF) terms and conditions of funding
before signing the form.

e A Parental Declaration Form (PDF) must be fully completed, signed and retained for each
child by the provider. There are separate PDFs for 2 Year Olds and 3 and 4 Year Olds

e A copy of the current PDF can be found on the Early Years website:
https://schools.warwickshire.gov.uk/early-years-childcare-providers/early-education-
funding-2-3-4-year-olds copies are also shown in Annex B1 and B2

e The Parent/Guardian Declaration Form 2023/2024 is formatted to enable electronic
completion. This allows the provider to email the form to parents/guardians to complete and
return electronically, without the need to print

e Only one PDF per child should be completed each academic year; and it must be updated
and signed each term by the parents and the provider to confirm agreed attendance
patterns

e PDFs must be retained by the setting for 6 years plus the current year (7 years) and should
be available in the event of any queries and for audit purposes

e Do not send copies of Parental Declaration Forms (PDF) to the Early Years Funding Team
unless they have been requested

e Providers should establish an additional written agreement between parents and
themselves to outline agreed hours of attendance and funded entitlement claimed.
However, the standard PDFs must still always be completed

Please ensure that all parents/guardians are aware that:
e A child can only be funded if they meet the eligibility criteria for the funding type
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All hours attended by their child at all settings must be declared on the form, not just the
funded hours

The parent specifies which setting the Universal 15 hours are to be paid if they are claiming
the extended entitlement of 30 hours and are sharing their funding between more than one
provider

For 3 & 4 year old funding, the parent must have a valid code for the term to claim 30 hours
Extended funding. The code must be entered on the PDF

The 30 hour code must be re-confirmed by the parent every 3 months or as directed by
HMRC

If a parent is claiming the Extended hours using a 30 hour code, the details must be fully
completed on the PDF to give consent to check eligibility using the ECS checking system

For 2 year old funding, the parent must have a funding confirmation letter or email with an
EY voucher code. The code must be entered on the PDF

The Local Authority will only pay for a maximum of 15 hours per week over 38 weeks per
year for each entitlement

The maximum number of hours payable per day is 10

The 570 or 1140 hours annual entitlement must be taken over no fewer than 38 weeks per
year

The entitlements can be stretched by offering fewer hours per week over more weeks of the
year up to the maximum entitlements

Funding will only be paid for a child starting after Headcount Day that meet the specified
categories. See Section 2.6

The parent must make sure that their child regularly attends the funded hours they are
claiming for including the full session e.g. 8am start and 6pm finish

If a parent wants to claim for EYPP the correct section of the PDF must be completed to
give consent to check eligibility using the ECS checking system

If a parent wishes to claim Disability Access Fund (DAF), the correct section of the PDF
must be completed and a copy of the Disability Living Allowance award letter provided to
the setting

Parents will be liable for the cost of any hours not covered by the funded entitlement for
example if a child leaves before the Headcount date or uses additional services

2.10 Sharing of Funding

Every session attended by a child must be declared on the PDF. Where the Funded entitlement is
accessed through a partnership of 2 providers or more, the child’s attendance at all providers they
attend must be shown on the PDF and their combined offer should be within the national minimum
standards outlined in Section 1.3.
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The Parent/Guardian Declaration Form (PDF) must show how the funding is going to be split over
all providers and where the Universal entitlement is to be paid if the 30 hours Extended entitlement
is being claimed.

Where a child attends two providers and receives in total more than the maximum funded
entitlement, the Local Authority will apportion the amount of funding payable in respect of that
child, based on the number of hours accessed at each setting. Parents will be liable to pay the
provider(s) for any additional hours taken over and above the funded entitlement.

The Local Authority will review the PDFs in place at each provider prior to apportioning the amount
of funding to each provider.

2.11 Child Attendance

Providers are responsible for ensuring parents understand the need to achieve regular, fully
attended patterns of attendance, including the claimed funded hours. Settings should always
check and record why a child is absent and record any follow up action they have taken if they
have any concerns about the absence.

Providers must be alert to patterns of absence that may indicate wider safeguarding concerns
(please also refer to Section 3.4.2 Safeguarding).

Issues of poor attendance must be proactively managed by the provider and will be reviewed at
audit. Failure to take robust action may result in loss of funding for the setting.

Providers can only claim for hours that are regularly attended by the children, and the
Parent/Guardian Declaration Form (PDF) must reflect the attendance and claim patterns for every
child.

Warwickshire County Council will not penalise providers for short term absences of children, for
example through sickness or a family emergency, but if absence is recurring or for extended
periods the Local Authority may reclaim funding. The provider’s attendance/absence
management policy will be considered and how effectively appropriate follow up action has been
taken or support provided to the family, when considering whether funding should be reclaimed.

The provider should keep all correspondence and records relating to the management of poor
attendance issues.

If further guidance on how attendance can affect funding is needed, please contact the Early
Years Funding Team.

For further guidance on: -

e Warwickshire’s Children Missing from Early Education can be found here:
https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/safequarding-children/i-work-with-children-
and-young-people/child-missing-from-education
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2.12 Cross-Border Arrangements

The Local Authority where the child is accessing the funded place, rather than where they live,
pays the Funded Entitlement. Therefore, providers in Warwickshire should claim for all eligible
children on their register irrespective of where the children live. If a child also attends another
setting which is not in Warwickshire, please ensure that no more than the maximum 15 or 30
funded hours are claimed between the different authorities. These details should be clearly
indicated on the PDF to avoid any potential over-payments.

Cross checking arrangements are always carried out with neighbouring local authorities to identify
any potential funding issues.

Out of County Looked After Children (LAC) must be identified by the Provider. The LAC child’s
carer will need to show them evidence that the child is LAC or supply details of the child's social
worker for the Early Years Funding Team to contact. It is requested that this information is sent via
the Notes tab on the Synergy Provider Portal during the Headcount period. After the Headcount
has been completed an email will be sent to providers requesting that the Synergy Provider Portal
is checked, and that Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP) has been allocated to all children as
expected. The Early Years Funding Team will need to be contacted where there continues to be a
guery around allocations.

2.13 Early Years CENSUS

The Department for Education (DfE) requires Local Authorities to carry out an annual Early Years
Census of all providers of funded 2, 3 & 4 year old places in the private, voluntary and
independent sectors and school run provision (excluding maintained nursery classes and nursery
schools). The Early Years Census is mandatory, and data must be collected at the individual child
level. There may be additional Census collections as required by the Department for Education.

The Early Years Census information is collected using the Synergy Provider Portal in the Spring
term. The Census form will be found under the ‘Forms’ tab at the start. For guidance on
completing the Census Form, refer to the Synergy FIS Provider Portal Online Funding
Guidance found on the website: https://schools.warwickshire.gov.uk/early-years-childcare-

providers

The Census Form must be completed by the Submission deadline date as detailed in the Termly
Funding Information Letter for the Spring term.

Process for Private, voluntary, independent providers, schools running governor run
provision and childminders

Census Provider Details

Information will be sent to each provider at the end of the Autumn term giving the details of the
Census Collection date (normally Headcount Day, the third Thursday in January or a date advised
by the Early Years Funding Team). The Early Years Census Form will be made available under
the ‘Forms’ tab in the Synergy Provider Portal at the start of the Spring term to complete the
provider's Census details. The online form must be completed and submitted by the due date, in
accordance with the instructions.
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Individual Child Details

The requirement to collect individual child details will be fulfilled using the Spring term Headcount
or a collection date advised to providers by the Early Years Funding Team.

The child details are taken from the Spring term Headcount claim, taking the information providers
have inputted on to the Synergy Provider Portal. This information must be taken from the
Parent/Guardian Declaration Forms (PDFs).

The ‘Present during Census’ box MUST be ticked for all children that are on register and being
funded during Census week.

The child’s ethnicity section must be completed in line with the information provided by the parent
on the Parental Declaration Form.

The child’s Special Education Need must be completed in line with the Code of Practice Stage.

The Early Years Census information is used to determine the funding allocated to Warwickshire
County Council by the Department for Education. Any delays or errors in the data returns will
affect the funding allocation for Warwickshire and may affect funding for individual providers too.

Process for Maintained Nursery Classes, Academies and Nursery Schools

It is vitally important that schools keep their SIMS system up to date, as this will be used to create
the statutory school census returns in October, January and May. Registered pupils of the school
(2, 3 and 4-year-olds depending on the statutory age range of the school) must continue to be
included in these returns.

Please refer to the DfE Census Guide for Schools with Early Years provision for full details of how
to complete the Early Years Census:

https://www.gov.uk/quidance/complete-the-early-years-census/which-children-to-include

A summary is detailed below:

e Schools must be aware of their statutory age range to be able to decide which census their
children should be added to

e Where the school has 2, 3 and 4 year olds as registered pupils (included in the school’s age
range) they will need to be included on the Schools Census via SIMS

e Children attending the school who are not within the statutory age range (not included in the
school’s age range as pupils) of the school need to be counted as attending a s27 state
funded governor run provision and included in the Early Years Census, do not include them
in the school census — an Early Years Census form must be completed via the Synergy
Provider Portal in the Spring Term

e For schools who only have a maintained nursery class, (without a s27 state funded
governor run provision), the children must be included in the School’s Census via SIMS

e For schools who have a maintained nursery class and a s27 state funded governor run
provision, the children who are pupils of the school (within the Published Admission
Number (PAN)) must be added to the School Census (SIMS). Any children above the PAN
will need to be counted as attending the s27 state funded governor run provision and
included in the Early Years CENSUS (Synergy Provider Portal)
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e Children may appear on the 2 different censuses where their funding entitlement hours are
split between 2 different settings. In which case, the number of free entitlement hours for
each child across all provision is limited to 15 hours or where eligible 30 hours

For further information refer to the census guidance Early Years Census Guidance for
Maintained Nursery Schools, Maintained Nursery Classes, Academies and Schools with
State Funded Governor Run (SFGR) nursery provision which will be emailed prior to the start
of the Spring Term.

2.14 Information for Parents

Copies of the information leaflets for parents and providers are available from the Early Years
Funding Team on 01926 742233 / 01926 742218.

All leaflets included translated versions can be accessed via the website:
https://schools.warwickshire.gov.uk/early-years-childcare-providers/early-education-funding-2-3-4-

year-olds

Parents may also obtain information about the early education entitlements, and access help in
choosing and applying for childcare, by going to the Warwickshire County Council website
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/childcarecosts

2.15 Changes to Provider Details

The Local Authority and Ofsted must be informed in writing, of any changes to a registered
providers details e.g. change of premises, ownership or payment details. Both MUST be informed
immediately should the setting close.

Providers should give parents reasonable notice of any changes that may impact on the level of
services provided.

A change in registration with Ofsted may mean that the old registration will close, and a new
registration is opened. If this is the case, it may have an impact on funding and access to the
Synergy Provider Portal. A new Provider Agreement and new access to the Synergy Provider
Portal may be required. This will result in delays to payments if the Local Authority is not made
aware of changes in advance.

Changes to bank details:
If there is a change to bank details, providers must contact the Warwickshire County Council
Exchequer Services Department, email: suppliermaintenance @warwickshire.gov.uk

Changes to setting contact details:

If there is a change to contact details, especially the email address or telephone number, please
advise the following as soon as possible as most correspondence and information is sent
electronically:

Early Years Funding at: eyfunding@warwickshire.gov.uk
Childminder Funding at: childminderfunding@warwickshire.gov.uk
Exchequer Services at: suppliermaintenance@warwickshire.gov.uk
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Ofsted at: 0300 123 1231

2.16 Withdrawal from Delivering the Free Entitlement

Where a provider chooses to withdraw from delivering the free entitlement, or closes, they should
inform the parents and the local authority in writing, giving where possible at least 3 months / one
term’s notice to enable parents to make alternative arrangements.

The person/s responsible for the setting will be invoiced if an overpayment of funding occurs when
a setting closes or withdraws from the directory of funded providers.

2.17 Indicative Budgets

Historical payment information is supplied to enable providers to manage their financial planning
and give an initial budget.

Providers can access this information via The Summary Tab in the Synergy Provider Portal which
gives the actual funding amounts paid to the setting for the Summer, Autumn and Spring term in

the previous year.

Providers will be able to access actual updated budget information on a termly basis once each
terms Headcount is completed. This information will be notified via The Summary Tab for the
current term.
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Section 3 — Directory of Providers

3.1 Local Directory of Providers

All Local Authorities are required to keep a Directory of Providers. Providers cannot offer funded
places until they have been registered on this Directory.

The Directory of Providers is maintained by the local authority.

Funded 2 Year Olds

To become eligible to register to offer 2 year old funded places, providers must be based in
Warwickshire and be one of the following:

e A Private, Voluntary or Independent early year setting registered on the Ofsted Early Years
Register

e A school taking children aged 2 and over and therefore exempt from separate registration
with Ofsted as an early years provider

e Independent School or Academy taking children aged two and over and which are exempt
from registration with Ofsted as an Early Years Provider

e A Childminder registered on the Ofsted Early Years Register (or registered with a
Childminder agency which is itself registered with Ofsted on the Early Years Register)

All newly registered providers can normally offer funded places for 2 year olds until their first full
Ofsted inspection judgement is published. When providers have received an Ofsted inspection,
Warwickshire County Council will normally only fund 2 year olds if the judgement is ‘Good’ or
‘Outstanding’, although the Local Authority may sometimes allow ‘Requires Improvement’
providers to offer 2 year old funded places if sufficient local places cannot otherwise be secured.

Funded 3 and 4 Year Olds

To become eligible to register to offer 3 and 4 year old funded places, providers must be based in
Warwickshire and be one of the following:

e A Private, Voluntary, or Independent early year setting registered on the Ofsted Early Years
Register

e A school taking children aged 2 and over and therefore exempt from separate registration
with Ofsted as early years providers

e Independent School or Academy taking children aged two and over and which are exempt
from registration with Ofsted as an Early Years Provider

e A Childminder registered on the Ofsted Early Years Register (or registered with a
Childminder agency which is itself registered with Ofsted on the Early Years Register)

All newly registered providers can normally offer funded places for 3 and 4 year olds until their first
full Ofsted inspection judgement is published. When providers have received an Ofsted inspection,
Warwickshire County Council will only fund 3 and 4 year olds if the judgement is at least ‘Requires
Improvement’ (or ‘Effective’ in the case of a childminder agency).
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Prior to acceptance onto the Directory of Providers, the owner / person responsible for the setting
(or childminder) must make contact with their Warwickshire County Council Early Years and
Childcare Sustainability Officer to arrange completion of the current Provider Agreement Annex C.
Providers will then be issued with the full Guidance and Requirements of Early Education Funding.

3.2 Provider Agreements & Local Authority Requirements

Provider Agreement

All providers registered to claim funding for 2, 3 and 4 year old funded places must sign to agree
to the annual Provider Agreement. This agreement is reviewed and reissued annually each
academic year. See Annex C. All providers must have regard to the current ‘Early Education and
Childcare Statutory guidance for Local Authorities’ and follow all Department for Education
requirements.

For existing settings on the Directory of Providers:

The annual Provider Agreement will be sent electronically from DocuSign EU usually at the end of
the summer term. Providers will receive the following message via email:

L]

Mandy Bell - TEST sent you a document fo review and sign.

REVIEW DOCUMENT

Mandy Bell - TEST
mandybell@warwickshire.gov.uk

nclude in 1st link to the Provider
Dear Provider,

e Click view document — then follow the on screen instructions to complete the form and sign
electronically. Once submitted the completed Provider Agreement will be sent back to
Warwickshire County Council

e On completion, recipients will get another email from DocuSign EU with a link to the
completed document, this can be downloaded / printed for the providers own records

For new settings being added to the Directory of Providers:

To join the Directory of Providers a Provider Agreement must be requested and completed prior to
offering places to parents.

e The provider will need to complete and return the Provider Agreement (see instructions
above)

e The Early Years Funding Team will email information about the process for claiming
funding and the deadlines that must be met

e Providers will be given a Unique Reference Number (URN) for the Local Authority, which is
used for Census purposes (please note that this is a different number to the providers
Ofsted Registration Number)
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e The Early Years Funding Team will set up the new provider with access to the Synergy
Provider Portal and supply passwords, links and guidance for how to claim using the
Synergy Provider Portal, please refer to Section 2.5

e New Provider’s details are added to the Agresso Finance System by the Early Years
Funding Team

e Warwickshire County Council’s Exchequer Services Department will send an email with a
data capture form attached. This is to collect bank details to add the provider to the Local
Authority’s Finance system for the funding payments to be made. It will appear as
suppliermaintenance @warwickshire.gov.uk Funding cannot be paid until this form is
returned and processed

Local Authority Requirements:

The Local Authority is required by legislation to secure information, advice and training for the
following childcare providers:

e Those registered on the Ofsted Early Years Register who are judged less than ‘Good’ by
Ofsted in their most recent inspection report

o Newly registered providers on the Ofsted Early Years Register who have not yet had an
inspection report published

Information, advice and training must include the following:

e Meeting the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage

e Meeting the needs of children with special educational needs and disabilities, vulnerable
and disadvantaged children

e Effective safeguarding and child protection

The Local Authority currently offers support via an Early Years Adviser or Early Years Advisory
Practitioner to settings who are judged less than ‘Good’ by Ofsted.

The Local Authority will conduct Business Health Checks and Funding Audits to ensure that
providers are meeting the requirements laid down in the Provider Agreement. These requirements
include:

e 2,3 and 4 year old funded places are delivered completely free of charge to parents

e Funding provided is used properly and in accordance with any local authority
arrangements made with providers

e Providers offer funded places in accordance with ‘Early education and childcare - Statutory
guidance for local authorities’

Please see Section 3.7 and Annex F for more information about the audit process.
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3.3 Advice and Support for Settings

Where settings categorised by Ofsted as below ‘Good’ are delivering the funded entitlement, they
must improve the quality of their provision, and complete actions identified in their Ofsted or
Childminder Agency inspection report. This may include, where applicable, participation in training
or other quality improvement programmes, alongside peer support from other settings.

The Local Authority currently offers support via an Early Years Adviser or Early Years Advisory
Practitioner to settings who are judged less than ‘Good’ by Ofsted. This support will focus on
addressing the issues identified in the Ofsted report, which will form the basis for the setting action
plan.

Support will also be available following a Business Health Check and Funding Audit where areas
have been identified for development or actions are required to be completed by the setting.

A written record of visit will be sent to the setting following any support visits given. Please see
Annex H, J and K for further information.

3.4 Continuous Quality Improvement, Workforce Development
and Safeguarding

3.4.1 Quality Improvement

Every child should have access to an Early Years setting where there is excellent learning and
development adapted to the needs of each individual child and delivered by well qualified and
well-trained practitioners. All parents should be confident that the setting their child attends is
aspiring to deliver the best quality provision.

In order to ensure that children have the best start in life, they need high quality provision.

Warwickshire County Council currently commissions learning and development opportunities
through the Warwickshire Early Years Hub as a part of the Lawrence Sheriff Teaching School hub.
Providers can find more information at https://warwickshireeyh.co.uk/

Training can be accessed at www.warwickshireearlyyears.co.uk

Settings are able to access training at other providers, including those delivering online training, if
they wish.

3.4.2 Safequarding

Every setting has a duty under the Childcare Act 2006 to comply with the Statutory Framework of
the Early Years Foundation Stage, under which they are required to demonstrate that they take
the necessary steps to safeguard all children in their care. Please also refer to Section 2.11 Child
Attendance and Warwickshire’s Children Missing Early Years Education guidance.

Providers who receive Early Education Funding must meet all the requirements laid down in the
Provider Agreement that all settings must sign before they are entitled to access funding. See
Annex C. This will include completion of an annual Safeguarding Audit. Failure to complete the
Audit, or any other return that the Local Authority requires, may result in a delay to funding
payments.
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Providers must also comply with all safeguarding arrangements as laid down by Warwickshire
Safeguarding Partnership.

Information may be shared with other agencies in order to ensure effective safeguarding and
promote the welfare and protection of children.

3.4.3 Ofsted

Before being accepted by Warwickshire County Council onto the Directory of Providers and
deemed eligible to claim 2, 3 and 4 year old funding, settings must be registered with Ofsted. A
childminder may register with a childminder agency which is itself registered with Ofsted, instead
of holding an individual Ofsted registration.

The Local Authority will withdraw funding with immediate effect if it is notified by Ofsted that they
have suspended or terminated a provider’s registration.

Providers MUST inform the Local Authority of the outcome of an Ofsted inspection within 3
working days. If the Ofsted inspection has resulted in an ‘Inadequate’ or ‘Not Effective’
judgement, the Local Authority will not usually fund any places for children who have started at the
setting after the publication of the Ofsted inspection report.

Following inspection, if a setting is judged by Ofsted to be less than ‘Good,’ it is a requirement that
the setting works to improve the quality of their provision, by addressing the issues identified in the
Ofsted inspection report. The requirements may include, where applicable, participating in training
or other quality improvement programmes.

Providers delivering 2 year old funded places must generally hold an Ofsted grading of Good or
above, unless the Local Authority cannot otherwise secure sufficient local provision.

If a provider receives a ‘Requires Improvement’ judgement or childminder agency receives a ‘Not
Effective’ judgement, Warwickshire County Council will not usually fund any new places for 2 year
olds at the setting, although new places for 3 and 4 year olds will continue to be funded, and
existing funded 2 year olds may retain their place.

Funding will be withdrawn and alternative provision secured for new funded children if Ofsted
publishes an inspection judgement of ‘Inadequate’ (or ‘Not Effective’ in the case of a childminder
agency). Warwickshire County Council may allow existing funded children to remain at the
provision in order to maintain continuity of care, but each individual case will be considered
separately. The Local Authority will not fund any new places in a setting that receives an Ofsted
judgement of ‘Inadequate’ (or ‘Not Effective’ in the case of a childminder agency).

Warwickshire County Council will adhere to the requirements of the Early Education and Childcare
Statutory Guidance when deciding to withdraw or suspend funding.

3.5 Inclusion and Special Educational Needs

To ensure an inclusive approach, providers must have regard to the Special Education Needs and
Disability Code of Practice 2015 and the Equality Act 2010 and ensure all staff members are
aware of their duties under it.
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Settings must have:

e An up to date SEND or Inclusion Policy that meets the requirements of EYFS and the
SEND Code of Practice and describes what the setting does to identify, assess and
intervene with regard to SEN and disabilities

e A named and fully trained SENDCo (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator) specific to
the setting and based on site

e Regular professional development for the setting SENDCo and other staff to meet the
needs of children with SEND. Providers must regularly attend SENDCo surgeries

e Universal practice of identification, intervention, and monitoring of children with
possible/identified SEND which must meet the requirements of the SEND Code of Practice

e Targeted and Specialist support which must be implemented, monitored, recorded and
reviewed with parents/carers for any child with possible or previously identified additional
educational, health or social care needs. This cycle of intervention must involve referral to
external professionals as required

e A commitment to work fully with families in the development of SEND provision not only for
their child but across the setting

e Information on Warwickshire SEND and Advice Service (SENDIAS) which is available to all
parents. Parents must be signposted to the Local Authority’s Local Offer

Children and parents must be involved at all stages of identifying and assessing need, and
reviewing targets identified within targeted and specialist intervention, wherever possible.

The Equality Act 2010 brings together disability, sex, race and other grounds of discrimination
within one piece of legislation. The Equality Act 2010 requires providers to comply with two main
duties:

e Not to treat a child, parent/carer or member of staff with a disability ‘less favourably’
e To make ‘reasonable adjustments’ for those with disabilities

Where there is a newly designated SENDCo, support and training will be available from the IDS
Specialist Early Years Teachers. All SENDCo’s will be able to access general SEND support and
advice when needed and will be expected to attend briefings and “SENDCo Surgeries” to update
their knowledge and skills.

Setting managers, pre-school SENDCo’s & childminders can access support and guidance from
the Integrated Disability Service (IDS) for children with specific needs and/or disabilities. See
Section 6 for contact details.

Providers who have 3 and 4 year olds in receipt of Disability Living Allowance (DLA) at their
setting are entitled to receive an additional payment (currently £858.92 per year) to support
disabled children’s access to funded sessions - the Disability Access Fund (DAF). Providers are
responsible for identifying eligible children, and ensuring parents complete the relevant section on
the Parental Declaration Form (PDF). Please see Section 2.2.3 for more information.
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3.6 Financial Management Guidance

All providers in receipt of 2, 3 and 4 year old funding must ensure that they have robust financial
procedures in place in order to ensure that payments for funded places are administered
appropriately.

Financial guidance from Warwickshire County Council is detailed in Annex A.

The guidance also includes a number of financial controls that are essential tools to help provide a
degree of financial security from the misappropriation of money from the business. The guidance
also sets out how employees can protect themselves from allegations of theft or impropriety.

To ensure that there are robust financial management procedures in place, officers from the Early
Years & Childcare Sustainability Team will conduct regular Business Health Checks and Audits.
(See Annex F for a copy of the Business Health Check and Audit template)

3.7 Audit Requirements

The Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities places a duty on the local authority to ensure:
e early education places are delivered completely free of charge to parents

e early education places are provided flexibly in a pattern which should meet the needs of
parents

e that the funding provided is used properly and in accordance with any arrangements made
with providers

e that providers meet the needs of disabled children and children with special educational
needs

e effective safeguarding and promotion of the welfare of the children for whom the early
education is provided

e that providers actively promote fundamental British values

e that providers take any measures identified in a report from Ofsted to improve the overall
effectiveness of the provision

e there are effective administration arrangements

Warwickshire County Council will audit providers on a regular basis, in conjunction with a
Business Health Check, to monitor the above requirements. The Local Authority will also audit
where a concern or complaint has been received, or where additional support may be required —
e.g. if there is a new manager or owner, or the setting appears to be in financial difficulties.
Settings must agree to these visits as part of the Provider Agreement.

Please see Annex E for the information that will be requested to undertake the audit.

The Local Authority will need to be satisfied that the required paperwork has been completed
correctly, the funding claim has been made in accordance with the instructions given by the Early
Years Funding Team and that the setting complies with the Statutory Guidance.
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Guidance will be given at the time of the health check and audit, or on request, to support
providers if they are not sure of the correct procedures or if it is found that they are not
administering the funding correctly. Guidance may be in the form of email / phone support, in
person visit or by signposting to written guidance.

Particular attention is given to:

e The number of hours claimed on the Parent/Guardian Declaration Form (PDF), that all the
relevant sections are completed and signed, and that it corresponds to the ‘Actual’ funding
claim made and the setting’s attendance records

e Children’s attendance, which must match the hours claimed for by the provider

e The funded place being given completely free at the point of delivery, with no ‘top up’ fee
charged. Invoices issued to parents/guardians must clearly state the number of funded
hours delivered and a breakdown of any additional hours or services as stipulated on fee
sheets

Following the health check and audit, a report with the outcome, detailing any actions, will be sent.
The provider will be required to make any necessary changes identified as actions to meet the
requirements of funding.

The Local Authority may need to undertake further visits to confirm that the requirements of
funding are being met.

Where actions following the health check and audit remain outstanding, the Local Authority may
review the provider’s ability to offer funded places and future funding could be at risk.

A letter will be issued notifying the provider of this intent — See Annex I.

2, 3 and 4 year old Funding payments may be suspended if a setting does not take reasonable
steps to comply with any changes required by the Local Authority.

The provider must ensure that the following information is retained for 7 years (6 years plus
current year):

e Parent/Guardian Declaration Forms (PDFs)
e Actual session reports — Synergy system

e Registers or records of attendance

e Invoices and / or £0 Charge forms

e Copies of receipts

3.8 Additional Requirements

The additional conditions that providers must meet are as follows:

e Settings must ensure that standard Parent/Guardian Declaration Forms (PDF) are fully
completed for every child eligible to claim funding prior to making the funding claim. Only
one PDF needs to be completed each academic year and this form should be updated and
amended termly as necessary
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Parental Contributions and Charges — 2, 3 and 4 year old funding:

Warwickshire County Council must ensure that the basic entitlement is completely free at
the point of delivery — providers MUST NOT charge any fees in respect of the funded
entitlement. Any voluntary charges made for consumable or meals must be clearly listed in
writing including the policy on how the setting will respond, where a parent is unable or
unwilling to pay. Providers must also ensure that parents are not charged in advance for
funded places and then refunded at a later date (other than a deposit, which must be
refunded to the parent within a reasonable time scale and, except in exceptional
circumstances, by the end of the first month of attendance)

Providers can charge for additional services over and above the funded hours and the level
of such fees should be a private matter for agreement between the provider and the parent.
However, parents must not be required or expected to take up additional services to access
a funded place. Arrangements for charging for additional services must be clear and
transparent, including clear details provided as to what is included as a ‘consumable’

As a condition of receiving 2, 3 & 4 year old funding all settings will need to comply with all
auditing and monitoring requirements for children accessing funding. This will include the
requirement to:

o Accurately complete and submit online 3 headcount forms per academic year using
the Synergy Provider Portal (or any replacement Warwickshire County Council
system)

o Accurately complete the online sufficiency return in the summer term each year
using the Synergy Provider Portal (or any replacement Warwickshire County Council
system)

o Accurately complete and submit online the Department for Education (DfE) Early
Years Census Information using the Synergy Provider Portal (or any replacement
Warwickshire County Council system)

o Accurately complete and return any other audit or monitoring information required by
Warwickshire County Council or the Department for Education in relationto 2, 3 & 4
year old funding

Please note that all forms must be completed online, as advised in termly communications. Where
a provider does not complete all required forms and meet the specified deadlines funding may be
delayed or withdrawn.

3.9

Rejection or Removal from the Directory

If a provider fails to meet any of the conditions that Warwickshire County Council has set,
in line with Statutory Guidance, the setting may be removed from the Directory. The
provider may be required to repay the whole or part of any funding that has been paid in
respect of funded places. If removed from the Directory of Providers, the setting will no
longer be eligible to claim for funded places for two and / or three and four year olds.
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Rejection or removal from the local Directory of Providers may occur if:

e The local authority is notified by Ofsted that they have suspended or terminated a
Provider’s registration, or there has been a breach of statutory requirements, or serious
safeguarding concerns

e The setting receives an Inadequate Ofsted judgement and does not make significant
progress in working towards improved quality with an agreed action plan. This must
address the required improvements as identified in the provider’s Ofsted inspection report

e The setting receives a second Inadequate Ofsted judgement (or a childminder agency
receives a second ‘Not Effective’ judgement)

e The setting fails to comply with the conditions of Warwickshire County Council’s Guidance
and Requirements of Early Education Funding for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

Any decision regarding refusal or removal from the Directory will be made in writing and the
provider will be given the date by which an application to appeal against the decision must be
made.

Should the Local Government & Social Care Ombudsman, or any other competent authority,
recommend that Warwickshire County Council makes a compensatory payment to any individual
or organisation as a consequence of acts or omissions by a Provider which are in breach of the
provider agreement, then Warwickshire County Council shall recover all such monies payable
from the Provider.

3.10 Appeals Procedure

Providers wishing to appeal against the decision to be removed from the Directory of
Providers should:

e Write to the Early Years Funding Team (which will have provided a written explanation of
the reason for removal from the Directory), clearly stating the grounds for having the
decision re-considered. Providers should take into account the requirements of the Early
Education and Childcare Statutory Guidance when considering this step

e If the original decision is upheld, the provider may then write to the Assistant Director,
Education Services, Warwickshire County Council, who will review the case

e No further appeals are available, but providers have the option to write to the Local
Government Ombudsman if they believe their case has not been correctly considered

The address for the Local Ombudsman is:

Local Government Ombudsman Tel: 0300 061 0614
Earlsdon Park
53-55 Butts Road
Coventry

CV1 3BH

Email: advice@lgo.org.uk

Website: www.lgo.org.uk
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Section 4 — Tax Free Childcare

Working parents are able to apply for Tax-Free Childcare through the digital childcare service,
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk For every £8 parents pay into their childcare account, the
Government will add an extra £2, up to a maximum of £2,000 per child per year, or £4,000 per
yeatr, if the child is disabled. Parents can then use these funds to pay for registered childcare
outside of the funded entitlements.

The eligibility criteria for Tax-Free Childcare are broadly aligned with 30 hours funded childcare.
The main differences are that Tax-Free Childcare is available for children under 12, or 17 if
disabled, and is not available to parents in receipt of tax credits, Universal Credit or childcare
vouchers.

As part of their childcare service application, parents in receipt of Tax Credits, Universal Credit or
childcare vouchers can choose whether they want to keep these benefits and apply for 30 hours
funded childcare only or apply for Tax-Free Childcare as well as 30 hours funded childcare.

Parents can use Tax-Free Childcare alongside 30 hours funded childcare to cover
additional childcare costs, e.g., during school holidays.

Many parents are not aware of the benefits of Tax Free Childcare, and Warwickshire County
Council encourages providers to promote the scheme to parents - this additional funding can help
to make the business more sustainable financially, because parents are getting help with their
childcare fees. This makes it easier for settings to charge a realistic market rate for their services.
See Tax Free Childcare Leaflet — Annex O and P.

Childcare providers need to sign-up to the childcare service in order to receive Tax-Free Childcare
payments using the Childcare Service at www.childcarechoices.gov.uk All providers registered
with a regulator (e.g. Ofsted) will have received an invitation to apply, containing the information
they need to sign up.

Providers who need assistance with the sign-up process should contact the digital childcare
service helpline on 0300 123 4097.

SUMMARY

All of the requirements detailed in this Guide must be met. They have been
introduced to ensure that funding is spent in accordance with the ‘Early
Education and Childcare Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities’ and to
meet the financial requirements of Warwickshire County Council.

If a setting fails to meet these requirements, Warwickshire County Council will
take action which may result in the withdrawal of funding.
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Section 5 — Frequently Asked Questions

When can a child access a funded place? Section 2.1

e 2 year olds: eligible children are funded from the start of the following term after their
second birthday until they are eligible for 3 and 4 year old funding
o 3 and 4 year olds: are funded from the start of the following term after their third birthday, all
children are entitled to up to six terms of funded early education before reaching statutory
school age (the first term following their fifth birthday)
o Depending on local arrangements for admission to school, many children start full time
education in school reception classes before reaching compulsory school age
o The start date of each term is:
Autumn term - 15t September
Spring term - 15t January
Summer term - 15t April

What is the minimum funded early education entitlement? Section 2.1

e The 2 year old and 3 and 4 year old universal funded entitlement is for up to 570 hours per
year delivered over a minimum of 38 weeks of the year (equating to 15 hours a week)

e The 3 and 4 year olds extended entitlement with a 30 hour code is up to an additional 570
hours per year delivered over a minimum of 38 weeks of the year (equating to 15 hours a
week)

¢ If both the universal and extended hours are used, the entitlements are up to 1140 hours
funding per year delivered over a minimum of 38 weeks of the year (equating to 30 hours a
week)

e The funded entitlement is a guarantee of a funded place, but it does not offer a guarantee
of a place at any one specific provider or a particular pattern of provision

e Parents may need to contact more than one provider to obtain the offer that meets their
particular circumstances

What if providers are not open for the full 38 weeks?

e A parent can choose a provider that is open for fewer than 38 weeks of the year and
receive 15 or 30 hours per week during fewer weeks

e The funded entitlement hours cannot be compressed i.e. a parent cannot take more than 15
or 30 hours per week over fewer than 38 weeks of the year

Does it matter which Local Authority the child is resident in? Section 2.12

e All Local Authorities have a duty to provide sufficient early education places for three and
four year olds

e Local Authorities receive funding for the number of children attending funded early
education places within their area, regardless of where the children live

¢ No child should be refused a funded place based on where they live and the Local Authority
in whose area the setting is situated will receive and administer the funding

Will parents be expected to make a financial contribution towards their child’s funded early
education place? Section 2.8 and 3.7

e Parents cannot be required to contribute to the cost of the basic funded entitlement but may
be charged fees for meals, other consumables, additional hours or additional services.
Charges for consumables or meals relating to the funded place must be voluntary
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e Parents should be made aware of these charges in advance of their child taking up a
funded place

e Providers must not levy any fee in respect of the funded entitlement, nor should they charge
parents fees in advance for their entitlement to be refunded later (other than a deposit to
reserve a place, which must be refunded within a reasonable time scale, as advised in 2.8
and 3.7 sections within the Guidance & Requirements of Early Education Funding for 2, 3 &
4 year olds)

e Allinvoices for parents must clearly show the number of funded hours they have received
completely free, and how the charges have been calculated for any additional
hours/services that the parent has agreed to pay for over and above the funded entitlement

Do parents have aright to a place with a particular provider?

e The right to a funded early education place is for a funded place in the local area, not the
right to a funded place with a particular provider or for a specific session

What happens to the 3 and 4 year old funding if a child moves from one provider to another
during the course of aterm? Section 2.6

e Normally the setting where the child is attending during headcount week receives the
funding for the whole of the term

e Adjustments to payments for Funding will only be made in exceptional circumstances as
outlined in Section 2.6 of the Guidance and Requirements of Early Education Funding for 2,
3 & 4 year olds

e Providers should use Parent/Guardian Declaration Forms, which set out the hours and
patterns of access to the funded entitlement that the parent and provider have agreed to,
usually on a termly basis. An example Parent/Guardian Declaration Form is shown at
Annex B1 and B2

What happens if a child attends sessions at more than one provider? Section 2.10

e Parents should detail the hours and pattern of attendance for all settings their child attends
on the Parent/Guardian Declaration Form (PDF)

e Where a child attends two providers and receives in total more than the minimum funded
entitlement, if a local agreement cannot be made on how the funding will be allocated, the
Local Authority will apportion the amount of funding payable in respect of that child, based
on the number of hours accessed at each provision on a pro-rata basis

Can parents receive 3 & 4 year old funding if their child attends both a School Nursery and
PVI provider? Section 2.10

e The same rules apply to the Maintained Nursery Class or School and PVI sector. Parents
should detail the hours and pattern of attendance for all settings their child attends on the
Parent/Guardian Declaration Form (PDF)

¢ If a child attends two providers and receives in total more than the minimum funded
entitlement, if a local agreement cannot be made on how the funding will be allocated, the
Local Authority will apportion the amount of funding payable in respect of that child based
on the number of funded hours accessed at each provision on a pro-rata basis
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How is funding for the provision of funded places allocated to Local Authorities?

Funding is provided through the Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG), which is a ring-fenced
grant provided to Local Authorities to fund educational provision in all types of providers.
This includes Private, Voluntary and Independent providers offering funded early education
The Warwickshire Schools Forum approves how the DSG is allocated, and the Early

Years sector has representatives who sit on this body Local Authorities have a statutory
duty to secure sufficient funded places for every three and four year old whose parents
want a place and for every eligible 2 year old

Local Authorities are responsible for determining the rate at which providers will be funded
for delivering the funded entitlement and the arrangements for making associated payments
The Warwickshire Schools Forum and the EY Funding Working Group approves the level of
funding rates for early years’ providers, based on the Department for Education’s guidance
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Section 6 — Where to Get Help and Useful
Contacts

Early Years and Childcare, Entitlements, Sufficiency and Business Team
Shire Hall
Market Place
Warwick CV34 4RL
Website: https://schools.warwickshire.gov.uk/early-years-childcare-providers

Mandy Latham

Early Years & Childcare Entitlements, Sufficiency & Business Lead Commissioner
Tel: 01926 742216

Email: mandylatham@warwickshire.gov.uk

Early Years & Childcare Administrator
Early Years & Childcare Entitlements, Sufficiency & Business Team
Email: earlyyearsadmin@warwickshire.gov.uk

Early Years Funding Enquiries:

PVI, Academies, Maintained Nursery Schools and Classes 2, 3 & 4 year Funding
Tel: 01926 742233

Email: eyfunding@warwickshire.qgov.uk

Website: Early Education Funding for 2, 3 & 4 year olds

Childminder Funding Enquiries:

Tel: 01926 742218

Email: childminderfunding@warwickshire.gov.uk
Website: Early Education Funding for 2, 3 & 4 year olds

2 Year Funding Application Enquiries:
Tel: 01926 742218
Email: 2help@warwickshire.gov.uk

Early Years & Childcare Business Support Enquiries
Email: earlyyears@warwickshire.gov.uk
Website: Early Years & Childcare Business Support

Early Years Advisors
Tel: 01926 742547
Email: earlyyearsadvisors@warwickshire.gov.uk

Integrated Disability Service (IDS) Birth to Five Team
Tel: 01926 413737 (option 6) or 01926 413 777
Email: idsteachingandlearning@warwickshire.gov.uk
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Follow us on Facebook: - /www.facebook.com/wccearlyyears/

famil

information Tel: 01926 742274
%, Service Email: fis@warwickshire.gov.uk
Website: www.warwickshire.gov.uk/fis

Department for

Education

www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education

Easy access to the public services you use and the information you need, delivered by the UK government
WWW.QOoV.Uk

www.goVv.uk/government/organisations/ofsted

HMRC

Apply for 30 hours code and Tax Free Childcare - www.childcarechoices.gov.uk
Customer Care Line: 0300 123 4097

Warwickshire
County Council

www.warwickshire.gov.uk

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/childcarecosts

Childcare
ChOjices

www.childcarechoices.qgov.uk
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Financial Management Guidance — Annex A

This guidance includes recommended financial controls which will help to embed good levels of
financial practice - reducing the risk of financial instability, misappropriation and allegations against
staff and individuals linked to the business.

GUIDELINES FOR GOOD FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT & CONTROL

All settings should ensure that the following financial management and controls are in place. The
business should be in a position to provide assurance to Warwickshire County Council that their
financial management process is operating effectively. Robust business and financial planning
systems must be used to help inform this.

Financial and Business Planning

e annual cash flow forecast including projections for future years and a budget that is
reviewed and agreed prior to the start of each new financial year

e cash flow forecasts should cover a minimum of 3 years

e robust business planning systems that link to financial plans, budgets and forecast e.g.
business plan reviewed at least annually

e Dbusiness planning including market research, advertising, short, medium and long term
planning

Employees

e employees should have an up to date formal contract, including clear terms and conditions,
working hours and remuneration, holiday entitlement, workplace pension, sick pay
arrangements, notice periods and information regarding disciplinary and grievance
procedures

e the contract should be signed promptly by the employee and proprietor or a nominated
member of the voluntary committee / board as the employer

e a secure personal file should be in place for each employee

Income

e pre-numbered duplicate receipts must be issued for all cash / cheque income received.
Duplicate receipts ensure that there is a copy for records

e robust systems need to be in place for handling cash transactions, two persons should
receive cash payments - count and record

e child attendance must be recorded which clearly identifies hours of attendance including

specific number of Funded hours

additional hours after Funded hours should be charged at the settings advertised rates

invoices for chargeable attendance must be raised regularly

£0 charge forms or invoices for funded only children must be issued regularly

late payment procedures should be in place for unpaid invoices, unpaid invoices should be

followed up promptly

e cash and cheques must be locked away at all times, banking should be undertaken
regularly in line with the settings policy/insurance on limits of cash onsite

e in the unlikely event that money is taken home at night, personal insurance should be in
place for the individual

e income must be paid into the bank promptly and in full. Bank paying in slips must clearly
show the split between cash and cheques and should list each cheque individually

e income must not be used for cashing personal cheques, other payments, or topping up
petty cash

e Fidelity insurance should be held (financial protection from employee theft)
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Payroll

It is important that the person processing the payroll should have relevant experience or
undertake training in this area.

only the Proprietor / Management Committee / Board should authorise new starters

the Proprietor / Management Committee / Board should hold a list of all employees and
this list should be updated with new starters and leavers. Ofsted must be notified of a
change in manager, committee members, trustees or directors

making appointments, changes to individuals’ conditions or terminating the employment
of staff should be separate from the duties of processing wage claims

only staff authorised by the Proprietor / Management Committee / Board should approve
claims

HMRC payments for employees’ tax and NI must be made when due

employees’ personnel files should be held securely to comply with the Data Protection
Act and General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR)

employees should have access to their own file under the supervision of a responsible
person

Petty Cash

maximum petty cash levels should be agreed, with clearly defined responsibility for its
administration

only authorised staff should have access to petty cash

income should not be added to petty cash

payments from petty cash should be limited to minor items only

all expenditure from petty cash should be supported by receipts

a record should be kept of amounts paid into and taken out of the petty cash fund

the petty cash fund should be periodically monitored and reconciled by an independent
person, for example, the Treasurer

personal cheques should not be cashed from petty cash

petty cash must be held securely

Expenditure

a minimum of two signatures/authorisations should be required to raise a cheque/BACS
payment

supporting documentation should be made available when authorising payments to
safeguard against inappropriate expenditure

cheque stubs must be fully completed

only staff authorised to sign orders, invoices and cheques must do so. A list of
authorised staff should be maintained

all expenditure should be supported by a receipt, invoice, or pay claim / contract of
employment for wages/salaries

approval should be sought for all expenditure above a predetermined limit where
necessary

pre-numbered, duplicate orders should be used

telephone orders should always be confirmed with a written order

guotes should be obtained for goods and services over a predetermined amount
goods and services should be reconciled against orders. This should be done by
someone other than the person who authorised the order

the invoice should be reconciled to the order prior to payment

payment should be made within the terms and conditions stated on the invoice

to avoid a duplicate payment, once the invoice has been paid, it should be marked with
the transaction number, the word ‘Paid’, the date paid, and stored securely
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Retention of Documents
e itis a requirement of funding that all documents and financial records relating to the claim
should be retained for 7 years (i.e. current year plus 6 years).

Voluntary Run Organisations

Warwickshire County Council has produced a short guide to support members of Voluntary
Managed settings — please contact your Early Years & Childcare Sustainability Officer for a

copy.

All voluntary Management Committees / Boards should meet on a regular basis. The role of the
volunteers and any members should be clearly defined to enable everybody to understand what is
expected of them. Every member of the Management Committee / Board must be aware of the
need to act reasonably and responsibly to avoid personal liability.

Management arrangements should be reviewed annually, and this should include making all staff
aware of their individual roles and responsibilities.

An important role of the Management Committee / Board is overseeing the financial management
of the business. They should be in a position to provide assurance to Warwickshire County
Council that the financial management is operating effectively. Recommended systems:

e annual cash flow forecast including projections for future years and a budget that is
reviewed and agreed prior to the start of each new financial year

e cash flow forecasts should cover a minimum of 3 years

e robust business planning systems that link to financial plans, budgets and forecast e.g.
business plan reviewed at least annually

e Dbusiness planning including market research, advertising, short, medium and long term
planning

e agree Finance Officer/Secretary roles and responsibilities

e agree expenditure limits for specified roles i.e. secretary, manager, treasurer, without full
committee / board permission

e receive & review regular financial reports from the Financial Officer/Secretary (at least

guarterly), which shows how the business has performed against cash flow projections /

budget, explanatory notes should be included for variations

guestion unexplained variations

make sustainable decisions on expenditure

authorise expenditure above a predetermined limit

ensure a robust system is in place for authorising expenditure and salary payments e.g.

multiple signatures / authorisations required for BACS / Cheque payments

ensure HMRC payments in respect of employees’ Tax and NI have been made

e ensure correct pension systems are in place for all employees

e ensure that minutes are taken of all meetings which reflect the full committee’s / board’s
review of financial reports presented, information discussed, and all decisions taken

e ensure the Chair, with another committee / board member, signs off the minutes as an
accurate reflection of the meetings

e monitor the effect of major decisions at future meetings

e authorise staff members responsible for raising orders, paying invoices and signing
cheques and ensure that robust procedures are in place e.g. one staff member should not
be responsible for performing all tasks

e review and approve the annual accounts
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Finance Officer, Treasurer and Secretary

The roles of the Finance Officer, Treasurer and Secretary should be separated to provide a
division of duty between monitoring and financial reporting and recording and maintaining records.

The role(s) of the Finance Officer, Treasurer and Secretary should be clearly defined in line with
the specific responsibilities as outlined below. The responsibilities should be supported by good
financial management and controls as outlined in this document.

Robust accounting systems should be in place to ensure that funds are managed, and a clear
audit trail is in place.

Various systems can be used for this purpose e.g. computerised accounting packages or manual
ledger options.

The designated Finance Officer / Secretary should be responsible for:

e preparing and submitting Funding Entitlement returns to the Warwickshire County
Council Early Years Funding Team as required under regulations

e ensuring financial, admission and attendance records are maintained, providing
evidence that children being claimed for are entitled to funding

e ensuring all parents complete, sign and return a Parental Declaration Form as required.
Any amendments should be added to the form and signed and dated by parents

e promptly informing the Early Years Funding Team of any exceptional changes

providing the Early Years Funding Team with any necessary documents requested to

evidence funding claims including business health checks and audits

raising invoices, including ‘zero charge’ invoices for children receiving funded hours

raising orders within the constraints of delegated financial limits

checking that goods or services have been received and are satisfactory

raising cheques for payment (should not act as a signatory) for expenditure

managing income, fees, funding & grants etc.

banking income promptly, maintaining accurate banking records

safe storage of cash, cheque books and bank statements — lockable storage should be

used

e safeguarding of other documentation that falls under the Data Protection Act 1998 and
General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR)

It is acknowledged that these duties may be carried out on a day to day basis by another member
of staff or an external service on behalf of the setting.

The Treasurer is responsible for:

producing annual cash flow forecast

producing all relevant financial monitoring reports, reconciliation against approved annual
budgets/ cash flows and preparation of monitoring reports for committee / board meetings
performing regular bank reconciliation, addressing discrepancies

fulfilling the HMRC, Pension, Companies House and the Charity Commission
requirements, e.g. VAT (if registered), Corporation Tax, national insurance, income tax
payments and relevant annual returns

preparing the annual accounts and submission for relevant auditing

presenting accounts to committee / trustees / directors for their review and approval
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Type of Organisation Annual Accounts
Requirement

Private Providers and Independent | Independent Audit
Schools

Independent Audit or accounts
Unincorporated Associations signed off by a suitably

qgualified person

Company limited by guarantee Comply with Companies House
requirements

Registered charities Comply with Charity
Commission requirements
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Parental Declaration Form for 2 Year Olds — Annex B1

Parent / Guardian Declaration Form
FOR 2 YEAR OLD EARLY YEARS ENTITLEMENT(S) 2023/2024 For

o ) ) Warwickshire
more details visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/childcarecosts County Council
Please complete ALL parts of this form as appropriate Only one fiorm to be completed per

(sections marked with * are mandatory)

academic year updated termly

“Provider Mame:

{Setting A)

Part 1 - Childs Details

*Child's Legal First Name: *Child's Legal Middle Marme: *Child's Legal Last Name: Preferred Last Name:

*Address: *Post Code:

*Child's Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy): |

*Gender: | Mabe [_] Fernale || Other - Please Specify:

*Ethnicity — Put an ‘%" in one box below

White-British (WEBRI) [l Pakistani (APKN) ]

White - Irish (WIRI) O Bangladeshi (ABAM) 1

Traveller of Irish heritage (WIRT) [ Any other Asian background (AQTH) O

Any Other White Background (WOTH) [ Black Caribbean (BCRB) ]

Gypsy/Roma (WROM) N Black - African (BAFR) O

White and Black Caribbean (MWEC) Il Any other Black background (BOTH) ]

White and Black African (MWEA) [l Chinese (CHNE) O

White and Asian (MWAS) [l Any other ethnic group (O0TH) O

Any other mixed background (MOTH) J Refused (REFLI) O

Indian (AIND} O Information nat yet obtained (NOBT) O

*Early years provider use only
*Documentary proof of DOE: *Document recorded by: *Date Recorded:
{e.g. Birth Certificate / Passport) {Full namse) [l iy )
2 Year EY Voucher code from emailed confirmation letter

*EY Voucher Code *Start Date *For provider
Copy of confirmation letter /
email taken
ves[ ] mnol ]
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Part 2 - Claim Details

AUTUMN TERM - 14 Weeks funding (maximum 210 hours) A B C
Setting(s] Name Total number of Number of Prorvider use
List all settings youwr child attends howurs per week weeks funded only
{rmiaxcimum of 2 in ane day) Cmeaximum claimed per Haurs
Funded hours wsed per day equivalent of 15 year: Term added to
hours aver 38 tamee: BB weseks portal
weels betwveen all Stretched: up (Ax B8 =
providers| to 52 wesks C}
Maon Tue Wed Thiur Fri
A
B
C
Total Dy Funded Howrs
Additional paid for howrs -
Setting A
SPRING TERM - 11 Weeks funding (maximum 165 hours) A B C
Setting(s] Name Total number of Mumiber of Prowvider use
List all s=ttings youwr child attends howrs per week weeks funded onby
{miaximum of 2 in one day) [maximum claimed per Hours
Funded hours wsed per day equivalent of 15 year: Term added to
houwrs over 38 time: 38 weeks portal
weesks between all Stretched: up Ax BAE =
providers) Eo 52 weeks )
Man Tue Wed Thiwr Fri
&
B
C
Total Dy Funded Howrs
#dditional paid for howrs -
Setting A
SUMMER TERM - 13 Weeks funding (maximum 195 hours) A B C
Setting(s] Name Tokal rumber of Humber of Provider use
List all s=ttings youwr child attends houwrs per week weeds funded anly
{miaxcimwem of 2 in one day) imaximum daimed per Howrs
equivalentaf 15 year: Term added to
Funded b e
o CLRERES] Pt houwrs over 38 weels tire: 38 partal
betwesn all weeks [AxBAE=
providers) Stretched: up il
to 52 weeks
Man Tue Wed Thiur Fri
A
B
C

Total Dy Funded Howrs

Additional paid for howrs -
Setting A
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Part 3 - Terms, Parental Consent and Declaration
Please read all information before signing

IERMS:

WCC will fund eligible children for the 2 year funding entitlement for 570 hours. This equates to 15 hours per week for 38 weeks.
Children may take their entitiernent over more than 38 weeks and up to 52 weeks if taking a stretched offer.

A child will be eligible for the entitlement from the term after the child has reached the age of two
The government's term dates used are:
+  Children born in the period 1" January to 31™ March: the start of term beginning on or after 1st April after the
child’s 2nd birthday
*  Children born in the period 1* April to 31" August: the start of term beginning on or after 1st September after the
child’s 2nd birthday
+  Children born in the period 1 September to 31 Decemnber: the start of term beginning on or after 1st January
after the child's 2nd birthday
The parent must show the confirmation email or letter from the Local Authority as evidence of their entitlement to their
nursery provider befare they can claim a funded place.
Thee Local Autharity will continue to fund a place, even if there is a change in circumistances, up until the point when the
child becomes eligible for the 3 & 4 year old entitlement
The funded place should be delivered free of charge without paying 'top up' fees or registration fees as a condition of their

funded place
Parents should be aware of the nursery’s admissions policy and understand the hours/sessions which can be taken as funded

provision.

The parent should have full details of the nursery's pricing tariff, imwriting, for the additional services that should be paid for
The parent should be given clear written information (invoice) to show how they have received their child's funded sessions
The provideris) where the child is in attendance on the Headcount Day, will receive the funding entitlement for the whole of
the term.

If a child leaves to attend another setting before or after Headcount Day, the providers should arrange to transfer a
proportion of the funding to the other setting

The funding for the term is caloulated using the hours attended during Headcount week, the nursery will need to make
arrarigements with the funding office for any increased hours after this date

If a child becomes eligible for funding after Headcount Day, the provider must arrange funding with the Early Years Funding
office

Thee parent must make sure that their child attends the howrs/sessions that they are daiming funding for and in the agreed
pattern of attendance. If the child has persistent non-attendance, WCC reserves the right to re-claim those hours from the
provider

A child is allowed to take short term absences without the funding being withdrawn e.g. sickness or holidays the nursery will
have to agree extended periods with the Early Years Funding office

The parent should comply with any notice period requirement in line with the contract or agreement they have made with
their nursery provider

The parent must sign this form each term, any changes to the details on the Parental Dedaration Form (PDF) must be
initialled and dated by the parent

The parent should be made aware of the complaints procedure in relation to the funding

P Guardian €  Declaration:

| confirm that the information | have provided above is accurate and true.

| understand and agree to the conditions set out i this document

| confirm that the Information | have provided can be shared with Warwickshire County Council and Department for
Education, who will access information from other gowernment departments to confirm my child's eligibility and enable this
provider to daim the 2 Year funding entitlerment

| confirm that infarmation may be shared to ensure effective safeguarding and promote the welfare and protection of
children.

| confirm that the provider named below can claim the 2 year old Early Years Entitlemient on behalf of my child

*Mame of Provider:
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TERM Autumn Spring Summer

Mame of Farent / Carer /
Guardian with legal
responsibility

Slgnature:

Date:

Providers Signature:

Position:

Date:

CHILDMINDERS OMLY:
Please tick to confirm that you are not a close relative of this child* [_]
Close relative iz defined under the Childcare Act as a parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle, brother or sister.

Your information Rights:

This service provides child care funding for children attending early years placements. Our valid lawful basis for processing
personal data is a legal obligation.

To see how we use your personal data and what your information rights are, please read WCC's Education Services privacy
T .

I lcareros

It should be read in addition to the council’s overall customer privacy notice at www. warwickshire gov.uk/privacy
which includes the contact details if you have a complaint about your information rights.

For general enquiries, please contact Warwickshire County Council ‘s Customer Service Centre on 01926 410410,

Warwickshire
Cournhy Counc
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Warwickshire
County Council

PARENT/CARER COPY e{jﬁﬂ

Parent / Guardian Declaration Form
FOR 2 YEAR OLD EARLY YEARS ENTITLEMENT(S) 2023/2024
For more details visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/childcarecosts

Funding Terms and Parent/Carer Agreement

Below are Warwickshire County Council’s (WCC) terms to provide the Early
Years Entitlement for eligible 2 year olds. It is important that the parent and
the provider read this BEFORE signing the Parental Declaration Form (PDF)
and the Early Years Provider makes a funding claim on behalf of the child

Terms of funding:

*  WCC will fund eligible children for the 2 year old entitlement for 570 hours per
year over no fewer than 38 weeks of the year and up to 52 weeks of the year, this
can be outside of maintained school term times and at weekends. This equates to
15 hours per week for 38 weeks. Children may stretch their entitlement over more
than 38 weeks and up to 52 weeks by taking fewer hours a week subject to a
maximum of 570 hours a year

* The child will be eligible for the entitlement from the term after the child has
reached the age of two

* The government’s eligibility term dates are:

o Children born in the period 1* January to 31% March: the start of
term beginning on or after 1st April after the child’s 2™ birthday

o Children born in the period 1* April to 31* August: the start of term
beginning on or after 1st September after the child’s 2nd birthday

o Children born in the period 1* September to 31* December: the
start of term beginning on or after 1st January after the child’s 2nd
birthday
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Continued............

* The parent must show evidence of their entitlement to the provider in the form of
a funding confirmation letter or email from a Local Authority

* The Local Authority will continue to fund a place, even if there are a change of
circumstances, up until the point when the child becomes eligible for the3 & 4
year old entitlement

* The funded place should be delivered free of charge without paying “top up’ fees
or registration fees as a condition of their funded place

*  Parents should be aware of the nursery's admissions policy and understand the
hours/sessions which can be taken as funded provision

* The parent should have full details of the nursery's pricing tariff, in writing, for the
additional services that should be paid for

* The parent should be given clear written information (invoice) to show how they
have received their child’s funded sessions

*  The provider(s) where the child is in attendance on the Headcount Day, will
receive the funding entitlement for the whole of the term

= If a child leaves to attend another setting before or after Headcount Day, the
providers should arrange to transfer a proportion of the funding to the other
setting

* The funding for the term is calculated using the hours attended during Headcount
week, the nursery will need to make arrangements with the funding office for any
increased hours after this date

= If a child becomes eligible for funding after Headcount Day, the provider must
arrange funding with the Early Years Funding office

* The parent must make sure that their child attends the hours/sessions that they
are claiming funding for and in the agreed pattern of attendance. If the child has
persistent non-attendance, WCC reserves the right to re-claim those hours from
the provider

* A child is allowed to take short term absences without the funding being
withdrawn e.g. sickness or holidays the nursery will have to agree extended
periods with the Early Years Funding office
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Continued............

* The parent should comply with any notice period requirement in line with the
contract or agreement they have made with their nursery provider

* The parent must sign the parental Declaration Form (PDF) form each term, any
changes to the details on the Parental Declaration Form (PDF) must be initialled
and dated by the parent

* The parent should be made aware of the complaints procedure in relation to the
funding entitlements

Your information rights:

This service provides childcare funding for children attending early years placements. Our
valid lawful basis for processing personal data is a legal obligation. To see how we use
your personal data and what your information rights are, please read WCC's Education
Services privacy notice at www.warwickshire.gov.uk/childcarecosts. It should be read in
addition to the council's overall customer privacy notice at

https:/fwww warwickshire.gov.uk/privacy which includes the contact details if you have a
complaint about your information rights. For general enguiries, please contact
Warwickshire County Council's Customer Service Centre on 01926 410410.

Information may be shared to ensure effective safeguarding and promote the welfare
and protection of children.

The Information provided will be shared with Warwickshire County Council and
Department for Education, who will access information from other government
departments to confirm the child's eligibility and enable the provider to claim the 2 Year
funding entitlement.

Warwickshire
County Counci
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Parental Declaration Form for 3 & 4 Year Olds — Annex B2

Parent / Guardian Declaration Form
FOR 3 &4 YEAR OLDS EARLY YEARS ENTITLEMENT(S) 202372024

o ) ) ] Warwickshire
For more details visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/childcarecosts County Council
Please complete ALL parts of this form as appropriate Cnly one form to be completed per

academic year updated temmly

{sections marked with * are mandatory)

*Provider Mame:
(Setting A)
Part 1 - Childs Details
*Child's Legal First Marme: *Child’s Legal Middle Name: | *Child's Legal Last Name: Preferred Last Mame:
*Address: *Post Code:
*Child's Date of Birth (dd/mm/yvyyl:
“Gender: | Male ] Female [ Other — Please Specify:
*Ethnicity — Put an "%’ in one box below
White-Eritish (WERI) O Pakistani (APKN) O
White - Irish (WIRI) O Bangladeshi (ABAMN) O
Traveller of Irish heritage (WIRT) O Any other Asian background (AOTH) ]
Any Other White Background (WOTH) O Black Caribbean (BCRE) ]
Gypsy/Roma (WROM) O Black - African (BAFR) O
White and Black Caribbean (MWEC) | Any other Black background (BOTH) |
White and Black African (MWEA) ] Chinese (CHNE) ]
White and Asian (MWAS) Il Any other ethnic group (OOTH) ]
Any other mixed background (MOTH) O Refused (REFU) O
Indian (AIND) ] Infarmation not yet obtained (NODBT) ]
*Early years provider use only
*Documentary proof of DOB: *Document recorded by: *Date Recorded:
{e.g. Birth Certificate / Passport) {Full namse) (cdddmnimuyyh
Additional information if you are claiming Extended 30 hours:
Parent / Carer Forename and Surnarmse Parent / Carer National Insurance Mumber: 30 Howr Eligibility Code
(11 digit number starting
with 500)
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AUTUMM TERM - 14 Weeks funding (masximum 210 /420 hours) A B c
Setting(s) Name Funded Hours Total number of Mumber of FProvider use
List all settings your child Type hours per week weeks anly
attends [maodmum of 2 in Universal hours [mazmamum funding Howurs added
one day) no code reguired aguivalent of 15 claimed per to portal
Extended hours Funded hours used per day Universal and 15 year: Tenm (AxBAE=
30 hours code Extended owver 38 | time only- 38 Lu}
required weeks between weeks
all provwiders) Stretched: up
to 52 weeks
Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri
A Universal
Extanded
B Universal
Extended
C Universal
Extanded
Total ity Funded Houwrs
Audditional paid for houwrs -
Setting A
SPRING TERM - 11 Weeks funding (maximum 165 /330 hours) A B C
Setting(s) Name Funded Hours Total number of Mumber of Provider use
List all s=ttings your child Type hours per week weeks anly
attends [masdmum of 2 in Universal hours [maxEmum funding Hours added
one day) no code reguired eguival=nt of 15 claimed per to portal
Extended hours Funded hours used per day Universal and 15 year: Tenm (A xBAE=
) hawrs code Extended ower 38 time anly- 18 il
required weeks between weeks
all prowiders) Stretched: up
to 52 weeks
Mon Tue ‘Wed Thur Fri
A Universal
Extended
B Universal
Extanded
c Universal
Extended
Total ity Funded Houwrs
#udditional paid for houwrs -
Setting A
SUMMER TERM - 13 Weeks funding (maximum 195 /390 hours) A B C
Setting(s) Name Funded Hours Total number of Mumber of FProvider use
List all settings your child Type hours per week weeks anly
attends [maodmum of 2 in Universal hours Imzmamum funding Howurs added
one day] no code reguired eguivalent of 15 claimed per to portal
Extended hours Funded hours used per day Universal and 15 year: Tenm (AxBAE=
30 hours code Extended owver 38 | time only- 38 Lu}
required weeks between weeks
all provwiders) Stretched: up
to 52 weeks
Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri
A Universal
Extanded
B Universal
Extended
C Universal
Extanded

Total Dadly Funded Houwrs

Audditional paid for houwrs -
Setting A

OFFICIAL7-OSensitive




Part 2 - Additional Entitlement DAF and EYPP

Disability Accass Fund (DAF):

Thres and fiour year ald children who are in receipt of dhild Cisability Lsing Allowanca (DLA) 2nd are recaving the funded Earty
Education entitierment are eligibla for the Disability Aocess Fund ([DAF). DAF is paid to the chil d's nursery 2 a fined annual rata,
2 nodified by the Local Authaority, per eligitle child, per calendar year.

Plazsa tick if your childis aigible for DA YES[] NO[]

If you haws ticked Yas, you must provids a copy of the DLA Award latter to your eardy years providar,

I ywour child is sphitting their furded Early Eduation entitlement across two ar mone prowiders please nominats the setting
whare the local authonty should pay DAF

"M of Prosdees: |

Early Years Pupdl Pramium [EVPP;

Tha Earfy Yaars Pugil Premium [EY PP gives providers additional funding fo support some theee and four year old pupils.
(hildron with EYPP will hawae a higher priceity whan appiving for a schod place wheen 2 schoal is owersubsornibead

For more datails isit: wew warwickshire goyuk'chil dearpcoets

1z Family Incomns and Eanafits

Is your gross heousahold inoomae befor £16,190 and you are i recapt of bensfits inot Warking Tax onedit} or
I5 yourr et imcoms bslow £7,400 and you receive Universal Credits?

YES[] MO[]

A daim for EYPP will not affect vour daim for benefit or credits

0z Orthar

Has your child keft bocal authonity care through Adoption, Special Guardianship Order or Child Arangement Ondar ?
(hildran Looked After by Warsidishire County Coundl will automatically kava EYPP applied

YES[] NO[]

I wou have answered Yis, pleasa provide 2 cogy of tha relevant ordar to your nurseny provides
If you haws answarad Yes to atthar 01 or 02 please complata the following sectionc

“Parant M Carel SUmams: “Farant S Carer Forerams: *Parant £ Carar “Famart  Carer National Inrorancs No
[k of Bt or MESS Req o

Part 4 - Terms, Parental Consent and Dedlarathen | Plasse read all imformation before sgning

TERMS
WCC wall fund aligible childron for the Universal and Extended entftlemants for 570 Univarsal or 1140 Extended Fiours per vaar. This
squates to 15 Universal hours perwesk and 15 Extendad Fours 0 eligible) for 32 wesks. Chilidren may tzke thair entitlkemant ovar
maora tham 28 woeaks and up to 53 weels if taking a stretched offor.
+ A childwill ke ehigible for the Universal and Extended entitlomsant firomn thatemm after the child has reached the 2geof 3
. ﬂug:-‘rnn‘nnl’slm‘ndﬂuundn
= ‘Children ko in the paniod 1% lanuary to 31° March: the start of term beginning onoor after 15t April 2fter the dhild's 3™
birthday
= Children ko In the paniod 1* &pell to 31 August: tha start of term beginning on o after 15t Saptembar after the child's 3~
birthday
& Children ko In the parod 1* Septemiber ta 31" Decemniber: tha start of term begirning on o after 15t Janwary after the
child’s 2~ birthday
+  Ha child s cliiming the Extanded 30 hours, they maust ako have 2 20 hour coda issued by HMRC with a slidity start date the temm
beaforg thay wish to daim funding in lina with the tenm dates abos
+  Tha parent mast re-condirm the oda every 2 months with HMRC
+ The Local Authortty will contirss to fund a place if the code ecpires until the end of the code's Grace Ferod
+ e parent no longer maets the eligibiity oftaria for Extended hours or has not re-confirmed thelr oode bafore the grace period
has endled, they can continue bo take up the child's Universal entitiement at the prowider of their choloe as stated on the PDF
+  Tha Early Years EntiHament funded place should ba dellvered free of dharge withaut paying “top up’ fees or registration fees 2= a
condition of thelr funded place
+  Parents should ba awane of the rrseny’s admibsions palicy 2nd understand the hoursfsessions which @nbe taken as funded
prosrision.
+ Tha parent should have full details of tha nursery's pricing t2rif, In weiting, for the addiftional serdces that should ba paid for
+ Thaparent should b ghwon dear weitten information [imvoica) to show how thay have recalved their dhild's funded sessions
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*  The provider(s) where the child is in attendance on the Headcount Day, will receive the funding entitlement for the whole of the
term.

= If a child leaves before Headcount Day the parent will be liable to pay the provider for the sessions already taken

= If a child leaves after Headcount Day, funding will not automatically be passed to the new provider. An agreement must be made
between providers to transfer any funding if they agree.

* The funding for the term is calculated using the hours attended durimg Head count week, funded houwrs cannot usually be
increased after this date

* The parent must make sure that their child attends the hours/sessions that they are daiming funding for and in the agreed
pattern of attendance. i the child has persistent non-attendance, WCC reserves the right to re-daim those hours from the
provider

* A child is allowed to take short term absences without the funding being withdrawn e.g. sickness or holidays the nursery will have
to agree extended periods with the Early Years Funding office

* The parent should comply with any notice period requirement in line with the contract or agreement they have made with their
nursery provider

*  The parent must sign this form each term, amy changes to the details on the Parental Dedaration Form (FDF] must be initialled
and dated by the parent

* The parent should be made aware of the complaints procedure in relation to the funding

Parent/Guardian Consent and Declaration:

* | confirm that the information | hawve provided abowve is accurate and true.

* | understand and agree to the conditions set out in this document

* | confirm that the Information | have provided can be shared with Warwickshire County Cowncil and Department for Education,
wio will access information from other government departments to confirm my child's eligibility and enable this provider to
claim 30 Howrs Funding, Early Years Pupil Premium [EYPF) or Disability Access Fund

* | comfirm that information may be shared to ensure effective safeguarding and promote the welfare and protection of children.

* | confirm that the provider named below can claim the Early Years Entitlements on behalf of my child

*Mame of Provider:

TERM Autumn Spring Summer

Mame of Farent / Carer /
Guardian with legal
responsibility:

Signature:

Date:

Providers Signature:

Position:

Date:

CHILDMINDERS OMLY:
Please tick to confirm that you are not a close relative of this child* [
Close relative iz defined under the Childcare Act as a parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle, brother or sister.

Your information Rights:

This service provides child care funding for children attending early years placements. Our valid lawful basis for processing
personal data is a legal obligation.

To see how we use your personal data and what your information rights are, please read WCC's Education Services privacy
natice at: www.warwickshire.gov.ulchildcarecosts

It should be read in addition to the council’s overall customer privacy notice at wenw

which includes the contact details if you have a complaint about your information rights.

For general enquiries, please contact Warwickshire County Council ‘s Customer Service Centre on 01926 410410,

Warwickshire
Courthy Councl
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Warwickshire
County Council

PARENT/CARER COPY ﬁ:ﬁ

Parent / Guardian Declaration Form
FOR 3 & 4 YEAR OLD EARLY YEARS ENTITLEMENT(S) 2023/2024
For more details visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/childcarecosts

Funding Terms and Parent/Carer Agreement

Below are Warwickshire County Council’s (WCC) terms to provide the Early
Years Entitlements for eligible 3 & 4 year olds. It is important that the parent
and the provider read this BEFORE signing the Parental Declaration Form
(PDF) and the Early Years Provider makes a funding claim on behalf of the
child

* WICC will fund eligible children for the Universal and Extended entitlements for
570 Universal or 1140 Extended hours per year. This equates to 15 Universal hours
per week and 15 Extended hours (if eligible) for 38 weeks. Children may take their
entitlement over more than 38 weeks and up to 52 weeks if taking a stretched
offer

* A child will be eligible for the Universal and Extended entitlement from the term
after the child has reached the age of 3

* The government's term dates used are:
o Children born in the period 1* January to 31* March: the start of term
beginning on or after 1st April after the child's 3™ birthday
o Children born in the period 1* April to 31 August: the start of term
beginning on or after 1st September after the child's 3™ birthday
o Children born in the period 1* September to 31* December: the start of
term beginning on or after 1st January after the child’s 3™ birthday

* If a child is claiming the Extended 30 hours, they must also have a 30 hour code
issued by HMRC with a validity start date the term before they wish to claim
funding in line with the term dates above

OFFICIAL - Sensitive
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Continued.........
# The parent must re-confirm the code every 3 months with HMRC

s The Local Authority will continue to fund a place if the code expires until the end
of the code’s Grace Period

s If the parent no longer meets the eligibility criteria for Extended hours or has not
re-confirmed their code before the grace period has ended, they can continue to
take up the child’s Universal entitlement at the provider of their choice as stated
on the PDF

* The Early Years Entitlement funded place should be delivered free of charge
without paying “top up’ fees or registration fees as a condition of their funded
place

s Parents should be aware of the nursery's admissions policy and understand the
hours/sessions which can be taken as funded provision

+ The parent should have full details of the nursery's pricing tariff, in writing, for the
additional services that should be paid for

* The parent should be given clear written information (invoice) to show how they
have received their child’s funded sessions

& The provider(s) where the child is in attendance on the Headcount Day, will
receive the funding entitlement for the whole of the term

* If a child leaves before Headcount Day the parent will be liable to pay the provider
for the sessions already taken

+ If a child leaves after Headcount Day, funding will not automatically be passed to
the new provider. An agreement must be made between providers to transfer any
funding if they agree

* The funding for the term is calculated using the hours attended during Headcount
week, funded hours cannot usually be increased after this date

* The parent must make sure that their child attends the hours/sessions that they
are claiming funding for and in the agreed pattern of attendance. If the child has
persistent non-attendance, WCC reserves the right to re-claim those hours from
the provider
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Continued..........

s Achild is allowed to take short term absences without the funding being
withdrawn e.g. sickness or holidays the nursery will have to agree extended
periods with the Early Years Funding office

+ The parent should comply with any notice period requirement in line with the
contract or agreement they have made with their nursery provider

& The parent must sign the parental Declaration Form (PDF) form each term, any
changes to the details on the Parental Declaration Form (PDF) must be initialled
and dated by the parent

* The parent should be made aware of the complaints procedure in relation to the
funding entitlements

Your information rights:

This service provides childcare funding for children attending early years placements. Our
valid lawful basis for processing personal data is a legal obligation. To see how we use
your personal data and what your information rights are, please read WCC's Education
Services privacy notice at www.warwickshire.gov.uk/childcarecosts. It should be read in
addition to the council's overall customer privacy notice at

https:/fwww. warwickshire.gov.uk/privacy which includes the contact details if you have a
complaint about your information rights. For general enguiries, please contact
Warwickshire County Council's Customer Service Centre on 01926 410410.

Information may be shared to ensure effective safeguarding and promote the welfare
and protection of children.

The Information provided will be shared with Warwickshire County Council and
Department for Education, who will access information from other government
departments to confirm the child's eligibility and enable the provider to claim the 30
Hours funding entitlement, Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP) or Disability Access Fund
(DAF).

Warwickshire
County Counci
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Early Years Provider Agreement 2022/23 — Annex C

Warwickshire
County Council

Name of Setting:

Mame & Position of
Main Contact:

Full Address of
Setting:

Ofsted URN:

Setting Telephone
Number*:

Setting Mobile
Contact Number**:

Contact Email
Address*:

*This will be used as the main contact for the sefting for ALL communications by:
Earfy Years Funding Team, Earfy Years Business Support, Early Years Advisory Team and FIS.
** The mobile number will be used for deadline reminders, updates and for out of hours emergency comfact

All Providers must have regard to the Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities: Early
Education and Childcare issued by the Department for Education and follow these
requirements.

The additional conditions that Warwickshire County Council has laid down are detailed below. This
information is required to ensure that the funding is spent in accordance with the Statutory Guidance
and to meet the auditing requirements of Warwickshire County Council.

As a condition of Early Education Funding, Warwickshire County Council requires the setting
owner, or the person responsible for the setting, to sign this agreement.

Warwickshire County
Council

Provider Agreement

Funded Early Years and Childcare
Provision

September 2022 - August 2023

OFF IlCI:'-'l.L-I - Sensitive

OFFICIALz%ensitive



Contents

Section 1: Overview

Who is the Provider Agreement for?
Supplementary provisions

Legal framework and statutory guidance
Section Z: Provider agreement requirements
Key Local Authority responsibilities

Key Provider responsibilities
Safeguarding

Eligibility

The Grace Period

Flexibility

Partnership working

Special educational needs and disabilities
Social mobility and disadvantage
Quality

Business planning

Charging

Funding

Compliance

Termination and withdrawal of funding
Dispute Resolution and Appeals process
Complaints process

General Terms

Information Rights

DFFICIA?— Sensitive

0FFICIAL7-7Sensitive

0o WD m o~ =] o @ o B s



Section 1: Overview

1.1.

1.2.

1.3.

14.

1.5.

1.6.

This Provider Agreement from Warwickshire County Council sets out the Local
Authority’s expectations of what funded early years Providers should do and how
they should provide funded early education places. It refers to early years
provision free of charge (sections 7 and 7A of the Childcare Act 2006) and free
childcare (section 2 of the Childcare Act 2016) as the ‘free entitiement(s)’ or ‘free
hours' or a ‘free place’.

The agreement applies to the 15 hour entitlement for the most disadvantaged
two-year-olds, the 15 hour entittement for parents of three and four year olds (the
universal entitlerment) and the 30 hours entitlement for working parents of three
and four year olds (the extended entitlement).

The agreement includes the standard headings and wording developed by the
Department for Education, which is intended to bring greater consistency to
Provider agreements across all local authorities and all types of Providers.

Warwickshire County Council has included further detail to set out local level
processes and requirements where indicated.

This decument does not provide guidance on how Providers operate their private
businesses, including charges for provision over and above a child's free hours.
Local authorities should not intervene where parents choose to purchase
additional hours of provision or additional services providing that this does not
affect the parent's ability to take up their child’s free place.

This agreement will apply for the period from 1 September 2022 to 31 August 2023,
unless it is extended at the discretion of the Local Authority and will be reviewed

and updated as necessary if there are changes to statutory and/or operational
guidance.

3
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Who is the Provider Agreement for?

1.7. This agreement is for:

Early Years Providers who are referred to as ‘Providers’ and include:

- Early Years Providers and childminders registered on the Ofsied
Early Years Register

- Childminders registered with a childminder agency that is registered
with Ofsted

- Independent Schools and Academies taking children aged two and over
and which are exempt from registration with Ofsted as an Early Years
Provider

- Schools taking children aged two and over which are exempt from
registration with Ofsted as an Early Years Provider and where the
children are not registered pupils of the school

Supplementary provisions

1.8. This Provider Agreement sets out the Local Authority’s expectations of how
Providers should deliver the free entitlements. It is not intended to replace,
supersede or negate the requirernents or expectations set out in legislation,
other published statutory guidance and government advice, and using the
Department for Education's model agreement as a basis for this Provider
Agreement does not prevent the Local Authority from exercising its statutory
powers to include other requiremenis.

1.9.

1.10.

Local authorities and Providers must comply with all relevant legal obligations.

The Local Autharity has developed its Provider Agreement in line with its own
legal advice, and includes the following provisions:

A right to unilaterally vary the agreement to reflect changes in legislation
and departmental guidance.

A clause stating that references to legislation will be to that legislation as
amended from time to time, without express change in the model
agreement and/or Provider Agreement.

Freedom of Information provisions.

Termination and enforcement clauses, to cover all enforcement stages up to
and including termination of the agreement. The Local Authority is clear that
we do not waive the right to act if we do not act immediately (a slower
evidence-based approach may be required on occasion).

An obligation to comply with all relevant legislation.

Provisions for dealing with data protection and confidentiality.

An obligation to take out and maintain adequate levels of insurance.
Provisions dealing with how funding must be accounted for and recorded

for audit purposes.

A clear process for resolving any disputes.

4
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1.11.

The Local Authority cannot impose requirements which subject the quality of
the early years provision, or services provided by the childminder agency, to a
quality assessment process by the Local Authority; or require the Provider to
attend any training or other quality improvement programme, other than any
training or quality improvement programme identified in an early years
provision inspection report where the Provider is judged less than ‘Good'.

Legal framework and statutory guidance

112

The following frameworks and legislation underpin this model agreement:
Early Education and Childcare, Statutory guidance for Local Authorities 2018
Childcare Act 2006
Childcare Act 2016
Equality Act 2010
School admissions code 2021

Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage 2021

Local Authority, (Duty to Secure Early Years Provision Free of Charge)
Regulations 2014

The Childcare (Early Years Provision Free of Charge) (Extended Entitlement)
Regulations 2016

Special educational needs and disability code of practice: 0 to 25 years 2015

Data Protection Act 2018 and General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)

5
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Section 2: Provider agreement requirements

Key Local Authority responsibilities

2 1. Local authorities must secure a free entitlement place for every eligible child in their
area.

2.2. The Local Authority will work in partnership with Providers to agree how to deliver
free entitiement places.

2.3.The Local Authority will be clear about their role and the support on offer locally to
meet the needs of children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND)
as well as their expectations of Providers.

2.4 The Local Authority must contribute to the safeguarding and promotion of the
welfare of children and young people in their area.

Key Provider responsibilities

2.5. Should the Provider fail to retumn this agreement duly completed and signed, the
Local Authority will withhold or permanently withdraw funding.

2.6. The Provider must comply with all relevant legislation and insurance requirements as
outlined in the EYFS and elsewhere.

2.7. The Provider should deliver the free entitlements consistently to all parents, whether
in receipt of 15 or 30 hours and regardless of whether they opt to pay for optional
services or consumables. This means that the Provider should be clear and
communicate to parents details about the days and times that they offer free places,
along with their services and charges. Those children accessing the free
entitlernents should receive the same quality and access to provision as those who
are not.

2.8. The Provider must follow the EYFS and have clear safeguarding policies and
procedures in place that link to the Local Authority’s guidance for recognising,
responding to, reporting and recording suspected or actual abuse.

2.9. The Provider must have arrangements in place to support children with special
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). These arrangements should include a
clear approach to identifying and responding to SEND. Providers should utilise the
SEN inclusion fund and Disability Access Fund to deliver effective support, whilst
making information available about their SEND offer to parents. Details of how to
claim are included in Sections 2.39 and 2.40.

2.10. The Provider must have access to the internet and the relevant associated
resources and equipment in order that they can complete funding claims,
sufficiency and census returns and other requests for information. All related
communications are made using internet linked systems or email.

&
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Safeguarding

2.11.

212,

2.13.

2.14.

The Local Authority has overarching responsibility for safeguarding and promoting
the welfare of all children and young people in their area. It has a number of
statutory functions under the 1989 and 2004 Children Acts which make this clear,
and the “Working Together to Safeguard Children’ 2018 guidance sets these out in
detail.

The Provider must follow the Statutory framework for the early years foundation
stage 2021 (EYFS) and have clear safeguarding policies and procedures in place.
These should be in line with local guidance and procedures for responding to and
reporting suspected or actual abuse and neglect. A lead practitioner must take
responsibility for safeguarding and all staff must have training to identify signs of
abuse and neglect. The Provider must have regard to "Working Together to
Safeguard Children’ 2018 guidance.

Providers must comply with all safeguarding arrangements as laid down by
Warwickshire Safequarding Partnership. This will include completion of the local
authorities annual safeguarding audit, and providing training for all staff to address
any gaps in knowledge.

Providers must have an attendance/absence management policy in place and
ensure that appropriate follow-up action and support takes place if a child fails to
attend regularly.

Eligibility

2.15.

2.16.

2.17.

2.18.

The Provider must check original copies of documentation to confirm a child has
reached the eligible age on initial registration for all free entitlements and should
sign the Parental Declaration Form (PDF) to confirm they have seen a copy. To

see how we use personal data and for information rights, please

read Warwickshire County Council's Education Services privacy notice at

www. warwickshire gov.uk/childcarecosts

The Provider should offer places to eligible two-year-olds on the understanding that
the child remains eligible until they become eligible for the universal entitlement for
three- and four-year-olds. If children are not expected to remain at the setting for
their funded early education place when they turn three, seftings should support
parents to find alternative suitable provision.

The Local Authority must ensure that a child has a free entitlement place no
later than the beginning of the term following the child and the parent meeting
the eligibility criteria for the free entitlements.

Alongside the 30 hours eligibility code, which is the child’s unique 11-digit
number, and original copies of documentation (see 2.15), a Provider must
acquire written consent from the parent to be able to receive confirmation and
future notifications from the Local Authority of the validity of the parent's 30 hours
eligibility code. The Local Authority will supply Providers with a Parental
Declaration Form (PDF). This form must be completed and signed by parents

before the code can be validated.
7
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2.19.

2.20

Once a Provider has received written consent from the parent, they must verify the
30 hours eligibility code with the Local Authority, following the processes set out in
Warwickshire County Council's Guidance and Requirements of Early Education
Funding for 2, 3 & 4 year olds.

. The Local Authority will confirm the validity of 30 hours eligibility codes to allow

Providers to offer 30 hours places for eligible three- and four-year-olds. The Local
Authority will provide a validity checking service to Providers to enable them to
verify the 30 hours eligibility code via the Synergy Provider Portal. The Eligibility
Checking Service (ECS) allows instant checks for code validity. Once the code has
been validated, the Provider must record the validity start and end dates, and when
the Grace period ends, as displayed on the Synergy Provider Portal page.

2.21. Thereafter, the Local Authority will complete audit checks to review the validity of
eligibility codes for children who qualify for 30 hours free childcare at 6 fixed points
in the year, both at half-term and at the end of term across the year (in line with
the dates as listed at table A below). It is the Local Authority's responsibility to
notify a Provider where a parent has fallen out of eligibility and inform them of the
grace period end date, as detailed in the Warwickshire County Council Funding
Guidance.

Table A:

Date Parent receives LA audit date: Grace Period End date:
ineligible decision on

reconfirmation:

1 Jan - 10 Feb 11 February 31 March

11 Feb — 31 March 1 April 31 August

1 April — 26 May 27 May 31 August

27 May — 31 August 1 September 31 December

1 September — 21 October | 22 October 31 December

22 October — 31 December | 1 January 31 March

The Grace Period

2.22. A child will enter the grace period when the child's parents cease to meet the

eligibility criteria set out in the Childcare (Early Years Provision Free of Charge)
{Extended Entilement) Regulations 2016, as determined by HMRC or a First
Tier Tribunal in the case of an appeal or do not reconfirm the code by the end
date, which is usually within a 3 month period. Providers and the Local
Authority do not make these decisions and will refer parents back to HMRC in
the case of any queries received about eligibility.

8
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2.23. Local Authorities will access information about whether a child has ceased to
meet the eligibility criteria and entered the grace period via the Eligibility
Checking Service (ECS). The grace period end date will automatically be
applied to eligible codes.

2.24. The Local Authority will continue to fund a place for a child who enters the grace
period as set out in the Early Education and Childcare Statutory guidance for Local

Authorities 2018 until the end of the grace period.

Flexibility

2.25. The Provider shall make written information about their offer and admissions
criteria available to parents prior to the agreement of a placement at the setting.
The Provider shall work with the Local Authority and share information about
time / periods during which they are able to provide funded places, as well as the
number of places on offer and current availability.

2.26. If the Provider is unable to offer full entittements to parents, but operates over at
least 38 weeks per year, the Provider shall inform Parents that they can take the
remainder of their entitlement with another Provider.

2.27.If the Provider is open for less than 38 weeks of the year, the Provider shall
make Parents aware that they can take up the rest of their entittement with
another Provider.

2_28. Provision must be offered within the national parameters on flexibility as set out in
Section A2 of Early Education and Childcare Statutory guidance for Local
Authorities. This means that Providers must adhere to the following restrictions:

« No session to be longer than 10 hours in duration

+ No minimum session length (subject to the requirements of registration on
the Ofsted Early Years Register)

» No session to begin before 6.00 am or end after 8.00 pm; and

» No child to attend more than two sites in a single day (where separate
provision on a school site is counted as one site).

For the avoidance of doubt, the minimum number of days the weekly entitlement
can be taken is across two days for 15 hours, or 3 days for 30 hours.

Where it is reasonably practical, children should be able to take up their free
hours in continuous blocks during the day, and avoid artificial breaks being
created throughout the day, for example over the lunch period.

Parents should be made aware that free places can be delivered:

» Over 52 weeks of the year if the Provider is open for the full 52 weeks.
Providers should publish their weeks of opening so that this information is
clearly available — for instance 51 weeks per year if they close for 1 week

9
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over the Christmas period
» Dutside of maintained school term times; andfor
» Al weekends.

There is no requirement that Providers must be open for at least 38 weeks of the
year, although funding will be adjusted to reflect the number of open weeks if a
Provider opens for less than 38 weeks per year.

2.29. The Provider should work with the Local Authority and share information about
the times and periods at which they are able to offer free entitlements to support
the Local Authority to secure sufficient stretched and flexible places to meet
parental demand in the Local Authority. The Provider should also make
information about their offer and admissions criteria available to parents at the
point the child first accesses provision at their setting. This information must be
clear and transparent so that it is readily understood by parents.

2.30. Parents can split their free entitlement between multiple Providers, though no
more than 2 sites in one day. Where parents choose to split their child's free
entilement between Praviders, they will need to distinguish between the 15
hours universal entitlternent and the additional 15 hours extended entitlement.
They will need to list the settings they attend on the Parental Declaration Form
(PDF) and state which Provider(s) will receive the universal entitlement and
which Provider(s) will be claiming the extended entitlement.

The universal hours and extended hours will be recorded separately on the
Headcount claim, on the Synergy Provider Portal, and for Census and Grace
periods.

It is up to the parent to decide which Provider(s) they will nominate for the
universal enfittement, and this must be decided at the outset so that if a parent
ceases to be eligible for the extended entitlerment, the ongoing entitlement to
funding payments is clear.

Providers offering the stretch model will need to take care that the hours they
offer, in relation to both entittements, do not exceed the maximum allowed. If a
child leaves before the end of the year, the number of free hours taken will
need to be calculated in relation to the 38 weeks entilement, to ensure the
child has received the correct number of funded hours.

Partnership working

2.31. Partnerships should be supported by local authorities on four levels between:
i. Local authorities and Providers

ii. Providers working with other Providers, including childminders and schools

iii. Providers and parents

iv. Local authorities and parents

10
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2.32. The Local Authority will promote partnership working between different types of
Providers, including childminders, across all sectors and encourage more
Providers to offer flexible provision, alongside other Providers. It will do this by
facilitating review and discussion at EY Managers Meetings, cluster/briefing
meetings and other events.

2.33. The Provider must work in partnership with parents, carers and other Providers to
improve provision and outcomes for children in their setting, as laid out in the
EYFS Statutory Framework. Providers must enable a regular two-way flow of
information with parents and carers, and between Providers if a child is attending
more than one setting.

2.34. The Provider should discuss and work clossly with parents to agree how a child’s
overall care will work in practice when their free entitlerment is split across
different Providers, such as at a maintained setting and childminder, to ensure a
smooth transition for the child.

2.35. Providers with Looked After Children are required to ensure a Personal Education
Plan is in place by working in partnership with social workers, carers and health
visitors. Information should be shared with the Virtual Head Teacher as
requested.

Special educational needs and disabilities

2.36. The Local Authority will strategically plan support for children with special
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) to meet the needs of all children
in their local area as per the Special Educational Needs and Disability code of
practice: 0 to 25 years (May 2015).

2.37. The Provider must ensure owners and all staff members are aware of their duties
in relation to the SEND Code of Practice and the Equality Act 2010. There must
be an up to date inclusion policy in place that meets the requirements of the EYFS
and the SEND Code of Practice, names the setting Special Educational Needs
Coordinator (*"SENDCo"), and describes what the setting does to identify, assess
and intervene with regard to special educational needs and disabilities. There
must also be an up to date policy in place to reflect knowledge of the Equality Act
2010.

There must be a named and fully trained SENDCo specific to the seiting and
based on site.

There must be regular professional development for the setting SENDCo and
other staff to meet the needs of children with SEND. It is expected that Providers
will regularly attend SENDCo surgeries wherever possible.

The universal practice of identification, intervention and monitoring of children with
possiblefidentified SEND must meet the requirements of the SEND Code of
Practice.

2.38.The Local Authority must be clear and transparent about the support on offer in
their area, through their Local Offer, so parents and Providers can access that

support. The Provider must be clear and transparent about the SEND support on
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2.39.

2.40.

offer at their setting and make information available about their offer to support
parents to choose the right setting for their child with SEND. Targeted and
Specialist support must be implemented, monitored, recorded and reviewed with
parents/carers for any child with possible or previously identified additional
educational, health or social care needs/disability. This cycle of intervention must
involve referral to external professionals as required.

Information on Warwickshire SEND Information and Advice Service (SENDIAS)
must be made available to all parents, and parents must be signposted to the
Local Authority’s Local Offer.

Providers must use the Parental Declaration Form (PDF) to identify children who
are eligible for Disability Access Fund (DAF) payments. They must see evidence
of the child's DLA letter and send a copy to the Local Authority by using the
secure Document Upload facility via the Synergy Provider Portal.

Providers must complete the SEND Universal Provision Matrix (Pre-School)
before making a referral to IDS. This document must also be used to request
inclusion grant funding for individuals with high level SEND at targeted and
specialist level, and when applying for WincKS status for the setting.

Social mobility and disadvantage

2.41.

242

The Local Authority will promote equality and inclusion, particularly for
disadvantaged families, looked after children and children in need by working to
remove barriers of access to funded places and working with parents to give each
child support to fulfil their potential.

The Provider should ensure that they have identified the disadvantaged children in
their setting as part of the process for checking EYPP eligibility. The information
required to claim EYPP for eligible families is included in the Parental Declaration
Form (PDF), and this section must be completed by parents who meet the criteria.
Settings must use EYPP to improve outcomes for this group as well as any other
locally available funding streams or support. The EYPP weighting will
automatically be added for Warwickshire's Looked After Children (LAC). An EYPP
claim for LAC from outside of the county will require supporting information.

Quality

2.43.

The Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage (EYFS) is
mandatory for all schools with early years’ provision, and for Ofsted registered
early years Providers in England or Ofsted registered Childminder Agencies. The
EYFS sets the standards that all early years’ Providers must meet to ensure that
children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. All funded settings
must ensure that they are registered with Ofsted or an Ofsted registered
Childminder Agency as an early years’ Provider (unless exempt), and that the
setting is meeting all EYFS requirements (unless the Provider has been granted
exemptions from the EYFS).
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2.44_ Providers must undertake a progress check for all children aged between 2 and 3
years and provide parents/carers with a short written summary of their child's
development in the prime areas of leaming.

2.45. Ofsted (or the appropriate Ofsted registered Childminder Agency) are the
sole arbiters of quality for all free entitlements, and, together with
inspectorates of independent schools, have regard to the EYFS in carrying
out inspections and reporting on the quality and standards of provision. The
Local Autharity will use these inspection judgments when assessing whether
an established Provider is eligible to provide funded early education places.

2.46. Local authorities have a legal duty to provide information, advice and training for
Providers who are rated less than ‘Good’ by Ofsted, or newly registered
Providers who have not yet had an inspection report published with regards to:

* meeting the requirements of the EYFS

* meeting the needs of children with SEND, vulnerable and disadvantaged
children

» effective safeguarding and child protection

Where Ofsted has identified the need for training or quality improvement, the
Loecal Authority will allow Providers to choose where and how they take this up,
but Providers must access information, advice and training as agreed in their
action plan for improvement if the setting is judged less than ‘Good'.

2.47. Provision must be offered in accordance with the national parameters on quality
as set out in Section A3 of Early Education and Childcare Statutory Guidance for
Local Authorities, and the EYFS statutory framework.

2.48. The Local Authority will fund places for 2, 3 and 4 year olds at Providers judged
‘good’ or ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted, or at any childminder registered with an agency
judged ‘effective’ by Ofsted.

2.49. The Local Authority will fund places for 3 and 4 year olds at Providers judged
‘satisfactory’ or ‘requires improvement’ by Ofsted. We will not usually fund places
for 2 year olds at Providers in these categories but may choose to do so to ensure

sufficiency of funded places where there is not sufficient accessible ‘good’ or
‘outstanding’ provision in the local area.

2.50. The Local Authority will fund places for 2, 3 and 4 year olds at new Ofsted
registered Providers until the first full Ofsted inspection judgment is published,
when future funding will be based on the published inspection judgment.

2.51. The Local Authority will fund Providers with an Ofsted inspection judgment of
‘met’ until their Ofsted quality inspection judgment is published, when future
funding will be based on the published inspection judgment. We will not fund
Providers with an Ofsted inspection judgment of ‘not met’.

2.52. The Local Authority will not fund Providers who do not actively promote
fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and
mutual respect and tolerance of those of other faiths and beliefs, as detailed in the
Early Education and Childcare Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities.
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Business planning

2.53. Providers must adhere to the Local Authority’s published timetable, and supply all
the required documentation, to support timely payment and delivery of free
entitlements.

2.54. The Local Authority will not charge Providers disproportionate penalties for
providing late or incomplete information leading to additional administration in the
processing of free entitiements. However, if Providers fail to meet funding
deadlines it is likely that they will incur a delay in receiving payment.

2.55. The Local Authority will not carry out audit regimes which are disproportionate or
are unnecessarily burdensome to Providers. The Council’s audit processes are
clearly set out in Warwickshire County Council's Guidance and Requirements of
Early Education Funding for 2, 3 & 4 year olds, which is sent to all Providers.
Providers must carry out any actions identified at audit within the agreed
timescales.

2.56 The Provider should ensure they submit timely and accurate information,
including, but not limited to, headcount data, census and sufficiency data, data to
support responses to Freedom of Information requests, copies of parental
declarations and invoices, as per the Local Authority’s financial guidelines.
Failure to do so may result in inaccurate, delayed or suspended funding.

2.57. The Provider should maintain accurate financial and non-financial records relating
to free entitlement places and must give the Council access on reasonable notice
to all financial and non-financial records relating to free enfitement places funded
under the Provider Agreement for financial monitoring and audit purposes, subject
to confidentiality restrictions. Further detail on financial guidelines is available in
Warwickshire County Council's Guidance and Requirements of Early Education
Funding for 2, 3 & 4 year olds.

2.58. Providers who have knowingly submitted fraudulent claims and received payment
will have funding withdrawn immediately and will be reported to the appropriate
authorities when such evidence exists to prove such fraud on the balance of
probabilities.

2.59. The Provider is required to maintain a specific bank account for their provision,
and funding will only be paid into this account.

2.60. The Provider must securely retain financial records, including Parental Declaration
Forms (PDFs), regarding children for whom funding was claimed, for a minimum
period of 6 years after the child has left the provision.

2.61. The Provider is solely responsible for submitting accurate details of children and
claims on time as requested by the Local Authority. Failure to do so will result in
payments to the Provider being delayed.

2.62. The annual Early Years Census must be completed in full by the Provider at the
time requested by the Local Authority. Advance notice will be given to Providers.
Failure to complete and return the Census in full and within the timeframe set by
the Local Authority will result in funding to the Provider being withheld until the
Census is completed in full and returrﬁl to the Local Authority.
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2.63.

The Provider must inform the Local Authority immediately if they are closing down
or changing ownership, so that payments can cease on the appropriate date. Any
over payments made by the Local Authority due to the provision closing must be
returned by the Provider.

Charging

2.64.

2.65.

2.66.

2.67.

2.68.

Funded hours / sessions for two, three and four year olds must be delivered free
of charge to parents.

The Provider must determine and publish details of their funded hours offer,
including any admissions criteria and the times of day during which funded hours
can be taken.

Government funding is intended to cover the cost to deliver 15 or 30 hours a week
of free, high quality, flexible childcare. It is not intended to cover the cost of meals,
consumables, additional hours or additional services.

The Provider can charge for meals and snacks as part of a free entilement place,
and they can also charge for consumables such as nappies or sun cream and for
services such as trips and specialist tuition. These charges must be shown as
voluntary for the parent and listed clearly in writing on fee sheets and invoices
stipulating the detail of each charge, including what is included as a ‘consumable’.
Where parenis are unable or unwilling to pay for meals and consumables,
Providers who choose to offer the free entitements are responsible for setting
their own policy on how to respond, with options including waiving or reducing the
cost of meals and snacks or allowing parents to supply their own meals. Providers
must have a policy or statement which clearly sets out their response to enguiries
from parents about any charges they make while a parent is taking their free
entitlernent session. This could be incorporated into the setting's written terms and
conditions.

It must not be a condition that Parents purchase additional hours, nappies, trips,
food and drink or any other consumables or services in order to access funded
provision. Voluntary contributions to the Provider must also not be a condition of
gaining access for a funded place. Voluntary consumable charges must be for
itemns that are used by the child and must not include standard items all children
must have access to, such as standard art resources e.g. paint or PPE for staff to
support personal hygiene reguirements.

The Provider should deliver the free entitlements consistently so that all children
accessing any of the free entilements will receive the same quality and access to
provision, regardless of whether they opt to pay for optional hours, services, meals
or consumables. Providers must follow the requirements and guidelines of the
EYFS at all times. It must be made clear to parents exactly what is being provided
in exchange for the payment of any additional charges relating to the free
entitlernent and it must also be made clear that these charges are voluntary.
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2.69.

2.70.

2.7

272

2.73.

274

The Lacal Authority will not intervene where parents choose to purchase
additional hours of provision or additional services, providing that this does not
affect the parent’s ability to take up their child's free place. The Provider should be
completely transparent about any additional charges, and these should be clearly
stated on fee sheets and invoices and explained to parents when they first take up
a place at the setting.

The Provider should publish their admissions criteria and ensure parents
understand which hours/sessions can be taken as free provision. Mot all Providers
will be able to offer fully flexible places, but Providers should work with parents to
ensure that as far as possible the patiern of hours offered are convenient for
parents’ working hours. Providers must clearly explain to parents when they first
take up a place at the setting which sessions may be taken as part of the free
entilement.

. The Provider can charge parents a deposit to secure their child’s free place but

should refund the deposit in full to parents within a reasonable time scale and,
except in exceptional circumstances, by the end of the first month of
attendance. Providers are entitled to retain the deposit if parents subsequently
do not take up the place they have reserved. Providers cannot charge parents
an ‘administration fee’ if their child moves to another sefting and the Provider
agrees to transfer the balance of the current term’s funding to the new
Provider.

The Provider cannot charge parents “top-up” fees (the difference between a
Provider's normal charge and the funding they receive from the Local Authority to
deliver free places) or require parents to pay a registration fee as a condition of
taking up their child’s free place.

Except as set out above, Providers cannot charge a registration fee/deposit as a
condition of a child taking up a free place, although such a fee is at Providers’
discretion for additional hours outside the free entitiement. All fee sheets and
invoices should clearly show the number of hours a child is receiving via the free
entilerment. Providers cannot show this as a monetary value as the hours must be
‘free’ to the parent. The Local Authority has developed a flowchart to guide
Providers through this process, which is available on request and included as an
Annex to the Guidance and Requirements of Early Education Funding for 2, 3 & 4
year olds. However, it is based on the principles and requirements of the DfE
Statutory and Operational Guidance and cannot provide definitive models, which
remain at the discretion of each individual Provider.

The Provider must ensure their invoices and receipts are clear, transparent and
itemised, allowing parents to see that they have received their free entitlement
completely free of charge and understand fees paid for additional hours or
senvices including voluntary charges. The Provider must also ensure that
invoices and receipts contain their full details so that they can be identified as
coming from a specific Provider.
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Funding

2.75.

2.76.

2.77.

The Local Authority pays all childminders monthly. Other Providers will continue
to be paid twice a term. Any proposed changes will be discussed and agreed
with Providers as appropriate.

The Provider must accurately complete and submit headcount and other
necessary data returns by the agreed dates to support the Local Authority to
make payment

Warwickshire County Council pays funding based on a set number of weeks for
each term — these are the same every year and do not always fit with school term
dates:

Autumn term: 14 weeks
Spring term: 11 weeks
Summer term: 13 weeaks

Funding must be claimed via the Synergy Provider Portal and all Providers
should refer to the Guidance and Requirements of Eary Education Funding for
2, 3 & 4 year olds for more detailed information.

Funding is currently paid twice per term except for monthly payments for
Childminders (see 2.75 above), the funding timetable is emailed to all funded
Providers termly as part of the Termly Information Letter containing:

» Term dates
» Interim Payment dates
¢ Headcount Day
« Eslimate submission deadline date
¢« Headecount submission deadline date; and
» Final/balance payment date
For 3 and 4 year olds

* interim payment of 70% by the end of the first month of the term using
the estimated termly hours entered in the Estimates tab on the Synergy
Provider Portal

« balancing payment approximately 6 weeks after headcount day

For 2 year olds

s interim payment of 70% by the end of the first month of the term using
the estimated termly hours entered in the Estimates tab on the Synergy
Provider Portal
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+ balancing payment approximately & weeks after headcount day

If a child leaves before or starts after the headcount date, Providers will not
normally receive funding. Providers will need to contact the other Provider(s) that
the child attends, to agree between themselves any transfer of the proportionate
amount of funding.

Adjustments to the termly Headcount should be made via the Adjustment Tab on
the Synergy Provider Portal. This must be completed with the details of any
children who meet the criteria of allowed adjustments and returned by the deadline
given in the Termly Information Letter.

The following are the categories where adjustments may be made after the termly
Headcount:

+ A house move into the area for the child or parent
» [f the child's primary carer changes resulting in the need to change setting

« Where a sibling moves school and the child needs to move to attend
adjacent/nearby nursery provision

» Military family posted in / out of the area
» Child protection and safeguarding reasons

= Where the child has not previously taken up a place and is a new starter
eligible for funding

« Family requirements change and funded hours need to be increased e.g.
change in parents working patterns

Compliance

2.78B. The Local Authority will carry out checks and audits on Providers to ensure
compliance with the requirements of this Funding Agreement.

2.79. Providers must ensure there are robust financial management procedures in place,
as outlined in Warwickshire County Council's Guidance and Requirements of Early
Education Funding for 2, 3 & 4 year olds.

2.80. Providers must ensure that appropriate follow-up action and support takes place if
a child fails to attend regularly (see also 2.14) and repay to Warwickshire County
Council any funding claimed in respect of children who fail to attend, if required.

2.81. Full details of all compliance requirements can be found in Warwickshire County
Council's Guidance and Requirements of Early Education Funding for 2, 3 & 4 year
olds, which must also be followed in full by the Provider to ensure compliance with
this agreement.
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Termination and withdrawal of funding

2.82.

2.83.

2.84.

2.85.

2.86.

Suspension of registration by Ofsted or a breach of statutory requirements,
or safeguarding issues, may result in the termination of the arrangement
and withdrawal of funding. The Local Authority will withdraw funding with
immediate effect if it is notified by Ofsted that they have suspended or
terminated a Provider’s registration.

The Local Authority will adhere to the requirements of the Early Education and
Childcare Statutory Guidance when making a decision to withdraw or suspend
funding.

The Local Authority may withdraw funding from a Provider following publication of
an inspection judgment of ‘inadequate’, or an inspection judgment of a childminder
agency of ‘'not effective’. When deciding whether to withdraw funding, and within
what timescale, the Local Authority will take into account, non-exclusively, the
reasons given for the judgment by Ofsted, the benefits of ensuring continuity of
care for children already receiving their free entitlement, and Ofsted monitoring
information.

The Local Authority will not usually allow any new funded children to be registered
at the setting until it has been re-inspected and received a judgment of at least
‘good’ to admit new 2 year olds, or at least ‘requires improvement’ to admit new 3
and 4 year olds.

The Local Authority will withdraw funding immediately from a Provider following
publication of a second consecutive judgment of inadequate’ or ‘not effective’.

The Local Authority will not withdraw funding before the Provider's Ofsted
inspection judgment is published. The Local Authority will consider any
information published by Ofsted about a Provider, including the recent history of
childcare provision by a particular Provider, or childcare provision at a particular
address. This may include, for example, where concems exist that a Provider
judged ‘inadequate’ by Ofsted may have re-registered their setting to avoid
making the guality improvements required by Ofsted.

The Local Authority will secure alternative provision and withdraw funding for all
children with immediate effect if any finding by Ofsted or any other agency,
including Warwickshire County Council, concludes that children are not adequately
safeguarded by the Provider and, as such, children are being placed at risk of
harm.

The Local Authority reserves the right to suspend or withdraw funding should any
material breach of this agreement be made by the Provider.

Should the Local Government & Social Care Ombudsman, or any other competent
authority, recommend that Warwickshire County Council makes a compensatory
payment to any individual or organisation as a consequence of acts or omissions
by a Provider which are in breach of this agreement, then Warwickshire County
Council shall recover all such monies payable from the Provider.
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Dispute Resolution and Appeals process

2.87. If any dispute arises between the parties out of, or in connection with, this
agreement, either party may at any time serve a notice in writing on the other
party that a dispute has arisen. The notice must include sufficient information as
to the nature of the dispute.

2.88. The parties shall use all reasonable endeavours to reach a negotiated resolution
through the arranging of a meeting for the contract managers of the parties within
fourteen days of service of the notice.

2.89. A Provider may be denied approval to offer the free entittements or have their
funding withdrawn as set out above. The Provider can appeal against that
decision.

2.90. Providers who have their funding withdrawn, or are denied approval to offer the
free entitlements, may appeal against the decision. In the first instance, Providers
should write to the Lead Commissioner for the Early Years & Childcare
Entitlements, Sufficiency & Business Team, clearly stating the grounds for having
the decision re-considered. Providers should take into account the reguirements of
the Early Education and Childcare Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities when
considering this step.

If the original decision is upheld, Providers may then write to the Assistant Director,
Education Services, Warwickshire County Council, who will review the case. No
further appeals are available, but Providers have the option to write to the Local
Govemment Ombudsman if they consider their case has not been correctly
considered.

Complaints process

2.91. Parents may contact the Local Authority if they are not able to resolve their
concern directly with the Provider, where they are not satisfied that their child has
received their free entitlement in accordance with the legislation, or as set out in
this agreement and in Early Education and Childcare Statutory Guidance for Local
Authorities.

2.92. Parents should always try to resolve any complaints directly with the Provider
before contacting us. We will not intervene unless this process has been completed
and the dispute remains outstanding.

2.93. The Local Authority will not intervene where a dispute relates to additional hours of
provision or additional services purchased by the parent unless this affects the
parent’s ability to take up their child's free place.

2.94. Parents must put their complaint in writing to the Lead Commissioner for the Early
Years & Childcare Entittements, Sufficiency & Business Team, stating clearly the
particular circumstances they wish the Local Authority to investigate. The Local
Authority will not disclose a parent’s personal details to a setting if a parent asks it
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not to do so, but the Local Authority will need to make the setting aware that a
complaint has been received so that we can investigate properly.

2.95. Parents may appeal in writing to the Assistant Director, Education Services,
Warwickshire County Council if they are not satisfied that the complaint has been
investigated correctly.

2.96. If a parent or Provider is not satisfied with the way in which their complaint has
been dealt with by the Local Authority or believes the Local Authority has acted
unreasonably, they can make a complaint to the Local Government Ombudsman.
Such complaints will only be considered when the local complaints procedures
have been exhausted.

2.97. The Provider should ensure they have a complaints procedure in place that is
published and accessible for parents who are not satisfied their child has
received their free entittement in the correct way, as set out in this agreement
and in Early Education and Childcare Statutory guidance for Local Authorities.

General Terms

2.98. No failure or delay by either party to exercise any right or remedy under this
agreement shall be construed as a waiver of any other right or remedy.

2.99. Save where otherwise expressly stated, any person who is not a party to this
agreement shall have no rights under the Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act
1899 to enforce any term of this agreement.

2.100. This agreement constitutes the understanding between the parties in respect
of the matters dealt with in it and supersedes any previous agreement between
the parties.

2.101. Both of the parties warrant to each other than that each has full power and
authority to enter into this agreement and carry out their obligations.

Information Rights

2.102. To see how Warwickshire County Council uses personal data, and what your
information rights are, please read our customer privacy notice at
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/privacy which includes the contact details for queries
about your information rights. Information may be shared to ensure effective
safeguarding and promote the welfare and protection of children.
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All sections of the below table must be completed

Setting Ofsted or Childminder Inspection
| Agency Grading: Date:

Early Education Funding to be offered
{Please lick relevant boxes and note requirements) Yes No

2 Year Old Funding
{Good / Ouwstanding providers anly or newly registered without grading) O O

3 & 4 Year Old Funding - Universal Entitlement

(Requires Improvemeant / Good / Outstanding providers only of newly registered O O
without grading)

3 & 4 Year Old Funding — Extended Entitlement

{Requires Improvement / Good / Outstanding providers or newly registered without | O
grading)

| understand that as a consequence of receiving Early Education Funding | will be required
to comply with all requirements relating to the auditing and monitoring of children
accessing funding in this setting. For providers of all delivery types that offer funded 2
year old places, provider details and contact information will be included within delivery
lists that are shared with eligible families.

| understand that Warwickshire County Council will take action which may result in the
withdrawal of funding should the setting fail to meet the requirements set out in this
agreement, or to make required alterations to its arrangements within the notified
timescale.

I confirm the setting has put in place the requirements to access Early Education Funding.

Signed: Position:

Print Name: Date:

Name of setting:
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Additional Explanatory Notes for Local Authorities and
Providers from the DfE (replacement Fair Processing Notice)
— Annex D

Additional Explanatory Notes for Local Authorities and Providers from the DfE
Data Protection

Data from which it is possible to identify children (in any medium, including within a MIS) is
personal data. Such personal data must be managed in accordance with the requirements of the
Data Protection Act 2018 (the Act) Data Controllers must ensure that their data handing rules
comply with the Act and that staff understand these. Local authorities should advise providers
about their responsibility to hold data in accordance with the Act including the requirement to issue
parents with a fair processing notice explaining how their data and data about their child is to be
used.

The Act puts in place safeguards regarding the use of personal data by organisations, including
the department, local authorities and schools. The Act gives rights to those (known as data
subjects) about whom data is held, such as pupils, their parents and teachers. This includes:

e the right to know the types of data being held
e why itis being held
e to whom it may be communicated

A ‘privacy notice’ is a good way to be able to meet data subjects’ rights and therefore the
department recommends that these are used to explain to children and staff how their data is
being used in the census collections including the school workforce, early years census and
school census. The department (DfE) has drafted template privacy notices that providers and local
authorities may wish to use. However, the template notices will need to be reviewed and, where
necessary, amended to reflect business need. Ideally the privacy notice will include this to the
gov.uk webpage on how the department collects and shares data.

It is strongly recommended that the privacy notice be included as part of an induction pack for staff
and made available to parents via the provider’s website, as well as potentially featured on the
staff notice board / intranet. They do not need to be issued on an annual basis as long as new
children and staff are made aware of the notices and they are readily available electronically or in
paper format.

Legal Duties under the Data Protection Act 2018 (the Act): data security

Providers and local authorities have a legal duty under the Act to ensure that personal data is
processed securely. Processing is the collection, handling (use), storage, transmission and
deletion of data. Further information is available from the Information Commissioners Office

If personal data is not properly safeguarded it could damage your reputation and compromise the
safety of individuals. Your responsibility as a data controller / processor extends to those who
have access to your data beyond your organisation if working on 22 your behalf, that is, if external
IT suppliers can remotely access your information. The ‘10 steps to cyber security’ and
‘Responsible for information’ pages provide further guidance and advice. It is vital that all staff with
access to personal data understand the importance of protecting it; that they are familiar with your
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/data-protection-and-privacy-privacy-notices
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/data-protection-and-privacy-privacy-notices
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/data-protection-how-we-collect-and-share-research-data
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/data-protection-how-we-collect-and-share-research-data
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-data-protection/privacy-by-design/
https://ico.org.uk/
https://ico.org.uk/
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance/10-steps-cyber-security
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance/10-steps-cyber-security
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/training/responsible-for-information-csl-course/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/training/responsible-for-information-csl-course/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/training/responsible-for-information-csl-course/

security policy; and that they put security procedures into practice. It is recommended that you
provide appropriate initial and refresher training. Further information on handling data securely is
available in the DfE guidance on data protection for schools consider cloud software services
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Health Check and Audit Booking Letter — Annex E

Early YWears & Childcare Sustainability Officer

Warwickshire County Council

Early ears & Childcare Entittements, Sufficiency & Business Team
Shire Hall

Market Placs

Warwick

CW34 4RL

Telephonea: - 01826 742833
Email: - earlyyears@wanwickshire.gowv.uk

Dear

As you are aware, all providers registered to receive Early Education Funding for 2,
3 and 4 year olds, must grant access to members of the Early Years Team when
requested, in order to confirm that all requirements of funding are in place and being
met.

| am writing to confirm that the date of your Business Health Check and 2, 3 and 4
year old Funding Audit is:

Prior to the meeting taking place, the setting is required to ensure that the
documents listed below are prepared for the meeting and ensure a suitable person is
available, in order to review the paperwork provided such as the Owner, or a
member of the management committee alongside the setting manager, where
applicable.

On arrival a brief tour of the setting is helpful in order for the team to familiarise
themselves with the layout of the setting and staff deployment. The Business Health
Check process includes an opportunity to discuss the importance of Business
Flanning and Cash Flow Forecasting and this discussion should preferably take
place with the Owner, or 8 member of the management committee. I they are not
available, we will require assurances that this planning is taking place. A copy of the
Business Health Check and Audit form, which will be completed by the Early Years &
Childcare Sustainability Officer during the visit, is attached for your reference. This
can also be found in your ‘Guidance and Requirements of Early Education Funding
for 2, 3 and 4 vear olds’.

The following documents will be required during the visit to complete the Early
Education Funding Health check:

« Constitution, Memorandum and Articles of Association or Community Facility
Powers information (maintained school run provision).

« Lease, Licence or rental agreement.

« Evidence of business planning.
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Evidence of cash flow forecasting (preferably 3 vears).

Procedure for record management.

Fee collection procedure.

Debt management procedure.

Prospectus or similar to indicate fee structure and opening hours, detailing
Funded Enfitlement sessions.

Settings website, which will be viewed prior to the visit.

For the term to be audited (specified rerm):

Completed and signed Parental Declarations Forms for every funded child.
Copies of the register or signing in sheets.

Procedure for recording absences e.g. key H = holiday.

Copies of invoices for children claiming Funded Entitlement, including £0
invoices — paper or electronic.

Copies of Bank Statements to show receipt of the Early Education Funding.
Any comrespondence relating to claim changes.

Business Health Check and Audits form part of the Early Education Funding Provider
Agreement conditions.

If you have any queries, please contact your Early Years & Childcare Sustainability
(Officer on the above number.

Yours sincerely,

Mandy Latham
Lead Commissioner
Early Years & Childcare Entitlements, Sufficiency & Business

OFFICIAL
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Business Health Check and Audit = Annex F

WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

EARLY EDUCATION FUNDING BUSINESS HEALTH CHECK
CONFIDENTIAL TQ:  The Sefting and the Peopie Directorate, WCC.

Full name and address of setting:

Telephone Number:

Date:

Email Address:

Number of Weeks open:

Name of Owner:

Name of Nursery Manager:

Age Registered For:

Number of Places Offered:

Places offered: Babies: 2 year olds 3/4 year olds Older children
Current occupancy levels?
L"}é":”’ an out of school club on Is there a holiday club on site?

Opening Times: Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri

Constitution or Memorandum and Articles of Association

Copy Seen O YES O NO
Agreed Actions:

Enterprise / C1O).

Legal Status (VMC / Co. Ltd by Guarantee / Sole
Trader/Community Facility Powers/Social

Mot for Profit O

Unincorperated O

Mot for Profit + Limited LiabilityO™
Charityd

School RunO

Private For ProfitC]

Private — Limited O

Comments:
Agreed Actions:

2023124
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General Setting Information

Latest Ofsted Inspection Date: Outcome:

Prospectus O YES 0O NO

Copy Attached O YES (please tick)

Website O YES 0O NO
Comments

Actions Agreed, Date & by Whom:

Details of 15 hours Funded Entitlement offer including 2 Help:

Details of 30 hours Funded Entitlement:

Pupil Premium Policy in place: O YES O NO

Comments:

Disability Access Fund: O YES 0O NO

Comments:

Lease/Licence/Rental Agreement:

Landlord—-WCC O Privated ExpiryDater-.. .. ... .. .........

+« Accommodation type and condition
» Projects planned?

Copy Seen O YES O NO
Agreed Actions:

Recruitment and Retention: Comments:
+ SufficientStaff-0 YES O NO
+ Successful recruitment campaigns - O YES O NO
Are there specific roles / qualification levels that are harder to recruit too?
+« Current staffing pressures?
Delivery changes planned linked to the expansion to the funded entitlements from April 2024 | Yes No

2023124

B Page 2
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Premises changes, staffing, delivery models, age range changes:-

Early Years Covid Recovery Grants: -

2023124
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WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL REQUIREMENTS OF FUNDED ENTITLEMENT

Financial Management, Audit and Additional Requirements

Ensure that there are robust financial management procedures in place as outlined in Warwickshire County Council's [ O YES O MNO
Guidance and Requirements of Early Education Funding for 2, 3 and 4 years old.

Comments:

Procedure for record managements and retention of business and financial documents (7 years)? O YES O NO

Comments:

Business and Finance

Copy Seen

Comments

Actions Agreed,
Date + by Whom.

Up to date business planning
processes in place relating to delivery
of Funded Entitlement.

(Revised within last 12 months)

O YES 0O NO

Working cash flow forecasting process
in place, preferably 3 years, relating to
delivery of Funded Entitlement.

O YES 0O NO

Marketing plan in place, regularly
reviewed, linked to local market
research.

O YES 0O NO

Any additional business
considerations?

O YES O MO

2023124
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Actions from previous Health Check and / or Audit: -

Notes: -

2023124
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Early Education Funding Audit

Parental Declaration Forms for every funded child
for the term being audited

Correct form used

Session numbers / hours tally with claim
Contract signed by parents and setting
Signed + dated termly in advance by parents
Stretch / Term time offer — clear + corract
EYPP section completed, where claimed
DAF section

Unused 30 hr codes — any [ why?

Any child attending more than one nursery

O YES

O NO

Comments:

Charging tariff as displayed or handed to parents
to verify FE provided free at point of delivery

Charges clear and transparent — sheets for 2. 2
and 4 yr funded places — 15 [ 30 hrs.

Charges for additional services clearly
displayed jpc number of funded hours
Funded models and sessions are clear and
transparent ing £0 for funded hours.

Website refers to free entitlement + session
times.

Average [ stretch [ term time — clearly written
Registration fees — clear not for funded only

Deposits — clear and refundable after 1 month.
Session times displayed / notified to parents,
establish the FE session within these

FE model offered corresponds to advertised
session limes

0O YES

O NO

Comments:

(%]

023/24
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Copies of register or signing in sheets O YES Comments:
+ Child attendance matches claimed hours
« MNote key used for recording absence
¢« Completedin pen O NOD
+ Confirm settings policy for contacting and
managing poor absence (funding may be
withdrawn or reduced)
Copies of invoices / bills sent to parents showing | O YES Comments:
FE free at point of delivery and additional hours
are clear + link to fee / payment information.
» Zero charge invoices ing funded anly O NO
+ MNo additional charges relating to EE
* Additional charges match advertised rates and
any payment arrangements e.g. annualised
billing.
+ Setting name and address ifg
*  Child specific funded hours shown
Copies of bank statements to show receipt of O YES Comments:
Free Entitlement.
* Funds used for business purposes O NO
Claims for Homes for Ukraine Children (HUS) O YES Comments:
o Child Attendance checked per quarter claimed
«  Aware of claim O NOD
+ Spend allocation
Additional Information: - OYES Comments:
» Copies of correspondence where there has
been a change to Headcount claimi.e. childis | O NO
entitled to a late payment in line with
Requirements of Early Education Funding
2023724
Page 7
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Early Education Funding Audit — Child Samples

Child's Initials

PDF

Invoice

Reqgister

Comments

1.

10.

2023724
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Attendance & Punctuality check — where required.

Audited children’s initials and pattern of funded hours

Week
starting

2023124
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Next Review Date:

The setting will receive a detailed Funded Entitlement Audit Summary and Action Plan following the meeting. Actions and timescales for
completion will be agreed at the meeting.

The setting is responsible for ensuring that any actions are completed and returned to the Early Years & Childcare Sustainability Officer.
In order fo ensure there are no interruptions to the seftings Funded Entitlement payments, actions must be submitted in line with the
agreed action dates.

Name of Setting Representative: Date:
Signature:
Name of Early Years & Childcare Sustainability Officer: Date:
Signature:

2023/24
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Business - Audit ONLY- Annex G

Early Years & Childcare Sustainability Officer

Warwickshire County Council

Early vears & Childcare Entitlements, sufficiency & Business Team
shire Hall

Market Place

Warwick

w34 4RL

Telephone: - 01926 742633

Email: - earlyyears@warwickshire gov.uk

Dear

As you are aware, all providers registered to receive Early Education Funding for 2, 3 and 4 year olds,
must grant access to members of the Early Years Team when requested, in order to confirm that all

reguirements of funding are in place and being met.
| am writing to confirm that the date of your 2, 3 and 4 year old Funding Audit is:

Prior to the mesting taking place, the setting is reguired to ensure that the documents listed below are
prepared for the meeting and enszure a suitable person is available, in order to review the pasperwork
provided such as the Owner, or & member of the manzgement committee alongside the setting manager,
where applicable.

A copy of the audit form, which will be completed by the Early Years & Childcare Sustasinability Officer
during the wisit, is attached for your reference. This can also be found in youwr ‘Guidance and
Reguirements of Early Education Funding for 2, 3 and 4 year olds".

To complete the Early Education Funding Audit for the INSERT specified term the following documents
will be required during the visit:

* Completed and signed Farental Declarations Forms for every funded child — electronic or pager

*  Copies of the register or signing in sheets

*  Copies of fee and charging information issued to parents

*  Procedure for recording absences e.g. key H = holiday.

®* Copies of invoices for children clziming Free Entitlement, including £0 invoices — paper or
electronic

* Copies of Bank Statements to show recsipt of the Early Educstion Funding |private details
redacted if required)

*  Any correspondence relating to claim changes

Early Education Funding Audits form part of the Early Education Funding Provider Agreement conditions.

If you hawve any gueries, please contact your Early Years & Childcare Sustainzbility Officer on the above
number.

Yours sincerely

r'l.;lf diy  haxtlan

Mandy Latham
Lead Commissioner
Early Years & Childcare Entitlements, Sufficiency & Business

OFFICIAL
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WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
EARLY EDUCATION FUNDING AUDIT

CONFIDENTIAL TO: The Setting and the People Directorate, WCC.
KN

Full name and address of setting: Telephone Number: Date: Previous Audit Date:

Email Address:

Number of Weeks open:

Current occupancy levels: - Number of Places Offered.: -

Early Years Covid Recovery Grants Accessed:

Actions from previous health check and / or audit: Comments: -

2022123 Fa
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Early Education Funding Audit

Parental Declaration Forms for every funded child | O YES Comments:
for the term being audited
«  Cormect form used
+  Session numbers [ hours tally with claim O NO
« Contract signed by parents and setting
« Signed + dated termly in advance by parents
»  Siretch / Term time offer — clear + correct
+« EYPP section completed, where claimed
« DAF section
+ LUnused 30 hr codes — any / why?
s Any child attending more than one nursery
Charging tariff as displayed or handed to parents | O YES Comments:
to verlf'_.r FE provided free at point of delivery
Charges clear and transparent — sheets for 2, 2
and 4 yr funded places — 15 / 30 hrs. O NO
«  (Charges for additional services clearly
displayed jpg number of funded hours
* Funded models and sessions are clear and
transparent inc £0 for funded hours.
* \Website refers to free entitlement + session
times.
« Average / siretch / term time — clearly written
« Registration fees — clear not for funded only
places
« Deposits — clear and refundable after 1 month.
»  Session times displayved / notified to parents,
establish the FE session within these
* FE model offered commesponds to advertised
session times.
Copies of register or signing in sheets O YES Comments:
« Child attendance matches claimed hours
+ Mote key used for recording absence O NO
+« Completed in pen
Confirm settings policy for contacting and managing
poor absence (funding may be withdrawn or reduced)
2022123 Page 2
OFFICIAL
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Copies of invoices / bills sent to parents showing | O YES Comments:
FE free at point of delivery and additional hours
are clear + link to fee / payment information.
« Zero charge invoices jng funded only O NO
+« MNo additional charges relating to FE
« Additional charges match advertised rates and
any payment arrangements e.g. annualised
Rilling.
« Setling name and address jn¢,
»  Child specific funded hours shown
Copies of bank statements to show receipt of O YES Comments:
Free Entitlement.
e Funds used for business purposes O NO
Additional Information: - OYES Comments:
« Copies of correspondence where there has
been a change to Headcount claimi.e. childis | O NO
entitled to a late payment in line with
Requirements of Early Education Funding
2022723 Page 3
OFFICIAL
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Early Education Funding Audit — Child Samples

Child's Initials PDF Invoice Register | Comments

1.

10.

2022123
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Attendance & Punctuality check — where required

Audited children’s initials and patiern of funded hours

Week
starting

OFFICIAL
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Next Review Date:

The setting will receive a detailed Funded Entitiement Audit Summary and Action Plan following the meeting. Actions and timescales for
completion will be agreed at the meeting.

The setting is responsible for ensuring that any actions are completed and returned to the Early Years & Childcare Sustainahility Officer.
In order to ensure there are no interruptions fo the settings Funded Entitiement payments, actions must be submitted in line with the
agreed action dates.

Name of Setting Representative: Date:

Signature:

Name of Early Years & Childcare Sustainability Officer: Date:

Signature:

2022723 FPage 6
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Health Check and Audit Action Plan — Annex H

Check & Audit — Summary and Action Plan

Organisation:

Contact details:

URN:

Health
Check &
Audit:

Date of Duration:

Type of Visit: Setting Teams

Visit undertaken by:

Meeting held with:

Term Audited:

Children claimed: 2 years:

3 B 4 years:

To be read in conjunction with the Early Education Funding Business Health Check and Audit Form
completed at the visit.

Early Education Funding Audit

Parental Declaration Forms (PDFs): -

Charges, Sessions + Website: -

QFFICIAL - Sensitive
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Bank Statements: -

.
Earlv Education Fundina Business Health check

Business Plan and Cash Flow: -

Additional information discussed: -

|

Links to other meetings [ information: -

Privacy Summary: We will treat all information you provide confidential and treat it in accordance with the General Data
Protection Regulations.

How this record is shared: The Setting and relevant WOC teams as reguired

OFFICIAL - Sansitive
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Health Check and Audit Final Reminder Letter — Annex |

People Directorate

Early Years & Childcare Sustainability
Officer

Warwickshire Counfy Council

Early ears & Childcare Entitlements.
Sufficiency & Business Team

Shire Hall

Market Placa

Warwick

C\W34 4RL

Tel: 01928 7426833
Email:earyyearsifwanvickshire.gov.uk

Dear

Dutstanding items following Business Health Check and / or Early Education Funding Audit

Dezpite reminders, the seiting has still not completed the required actions outlined in the
Action Plan dated xpox.

The Provider Agreement clearly states that the provider will complete and return
information when requested for monitoring and audit purposes.

If the setting failz to comply with the Warwickshire Guidance and Requirements of Early
Educafion Funding, then the setting risks being removed from the Directory of Providers
and will no longer be eligible to claim and offer Early Education Funding for two, three and
four year olds.

If the information outlined in the action plan is not received by gk the local authority
will initiate procedures to review the payment of the setfing’s Early Education Funding. This
is likely to result in the suspension of any further payments to the setting.

Pleaze contact me or a member of the Early Years & Childcare Sustainability Team as

soon as possible if there are paricular reasons why you cannot provide the required
information, or if you need further assistance to do so.

Yours sincerely,

rl_u' g bty

Mandy Latham
Early Years & Childcare Entitlements, Sufficiency & Business Lead Commissioner
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Business Support Team Record of Meeting — Annex J

Warwickshire County Council Early Years & Childcare
Entitlements, Sufficiency & Business Team — Record of Visit

Organisation:

Contact details URN:

Date of visit: Duration: Type of Visit: Setting Teams
Visit undertaken by:

Staff present:

Date of last Ofsted
inspection and ocutcome

Purpose of this visit:

Summary of discussion

Agreed Actions Lead By when?

Date next visit:

Privacy Summary: We will treat all information you provide confidential and treat it in accordance with the General Data
Probtection Regulations.

How this record is shared: The Setting and relevant WOC teams as required

OFFICIAL - Sensitive
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Early Years Advisory Team Record of Visit — Annex K

September 2021

]"...':;"l

134
1 Werwickuhie
Lull oy Conci

Warwickshire County Council Early Years Advisory Team Record of Visit

Organisation:

Contact details URN:

Date of visit: Duration: Type of Visit: Setting Teams

Visit undertaken by:

Staff presant:

Contextual Information e.g size of setting f/ number on role / age range / Levels of SEND [ Vulnerable children
any pertinent information [ changes in staffing, leadership

Date of last Ofsted
inspection and outcome

Actions
fsted Action Progress: completed, impact evident ?
mm::nrds 0 improvement sustained ?

Actions from previous
Advisory visit

Completed?
Sustained ?
Impact ?

Purpose of this visit:

Summary of discussion

Impact of Aspiration Strong Dewveloping Mot yet evident / does not
Network Support attend

Further action required by the organisation: Lead By when?

OFFICIAL - Sensitive
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September 2021

Good practice that can be shared:

Privacy Summary: We will treat all information you provide confidential and treat it in accordance with the General Data Protection
Regulations.

How this record is shared:

* A copy of the record will be issued ko the setting.
* A copy of the record will also be shared with the following officers:

Amanda King - Lead Commissioner Early Years Quality, Standards and Safeguarding
Sonia Waszcrak: Early Years and Safeguarding Advisory Teacher
SLE suppart staff if relevant

Relevant staff within the Education Services Team: for example, School LI0, Leadership within the Communities Directorate
Eduwcation and Early Years Strategy and Commissioning Manager

YW ¥ Wy
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30 Hour Fee Guidance Flow Chart — Annex L

mr‘f:ﬁ:"::r'.ﬁ Early Years Sufficiency and Business Support Team

Extended Entitlement — Fee and Charging Guidance

N =No - Are you offering any of Y = Yesg
-

N the extended Y
e‘"" entitiement? \
Continue your offer of Have you published your
the Universal admissien criteria and ensured
parents are able to see exactly

Entitlement of 15 hours
/ where/how funded hours are able

N to be taken?

Review —see *EE& C,
p.14 - A1.32
g Y

Do you have an option for
parents to access their child's

Review —see *EE & C, i ]
p.13 - A1.25 and ** EYE: N - funded g}_&tﬂndﬂd entitlement with
0.G p.33, Access to free no conditions attached? Whether
T ;:hlaces this i imited spaces or not?
b Y

Where fees are applied for
Review — see *EE & C, p.1 additional services (e.g. Meals,
-A125and * EYE:OG [ consumables, frips, yoga etc.

p.33, Charging N — not additional hours) are they
voluntary? Do you have a policy

to respond when parents are

not willing or unable to pay?

Review — see *EE & C, * Y
13 - A1.28 and =EYE:
P Are children receiving the
0.5, p.33 Access to free )
N — ] same quality and access to
places ..
the provision regardless of

paying or not?

4

Review — see *EE & C, Are you completely
P13/M14-A129and A133 g transparent about what
parents are being charged for
— additional hours, additional
services, food ete.? Is this set
out clearly on invoices and fee

sheets?
Review —see *EE & C, Y
p.14, A1.33 ""'--..______ +
N — :
Are invoices and receipts

-_--—---' izsued, itemized and clear to

parents? Do they show the
free entitlement iz completely
e free to the parent?

If you can answer yes

to all these questions
- your model should -

be compliant! ¥ 2 Y

* Early education and childcare Statutory guidance for local authorities — June 2018
** Early years entittements: operational guidance for local authorities and providers — June 2018

NB: Information correct at the time of review — May 2021
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30 Hours How to Apply — Annex M

Appendix A: Providers verifying 30 hours eligibility codes

Parents will apply for 30 hours free childcare using the childcare
service online application. Parents will give you their 20 hours
eligibility code to reserve their 30 hours place.

¥

[ You will need to validate the code. To do this, you need from the parent: ]

1 2 3 4
: Parent’s
Written .
parental 30 Hours code National Child’s Date of
consent Insurance Birth
Mumber
/’_ Validate Code Yourself \\

Using the Eligibility Checker found on the
Synergy Provider Portal

% Inform parent their code is valid and can
|§ ﬁ"} take up 20 hours place

Make a note of the code’s validity end date and Grace period end date to remind
parents to re-confirm their code before these dates expire. The LA will also
notify you when a code is at the end of its Grace period. Your parents may also
let you know when this occurs
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Stretched Funding Guidance — Annex N

EARLY EDUCATION FUNDING — STRETCHED OFFER GUIDANCE

Stretching funded howrs

1.

The LA has a statutory duty to 'enable parents to take up their child's free place in
patterns of hours that “stretch’ their child's entitlement by taking fewer hours a wesk
ower maore wesks of the year, where there is provider capacity and parsntal demand'.
{OfE Early Education and Childeare: Statutory Guidance for Local Autharities June
2018, A2 12, page 16)

2. There is no reguirement on any indnidual provider to deliver a stretched offer and
parsnts do not have the right o demand one.
3. There are advantages and disadwaniages of stretching — some entitlerment may be
last by providers or parents or both — see other considerations below.
4. Maximum funded haurs available 370 or 1140 (38 wesks x 15730 hours). Maximum
weekly funded hours awailabls 13730
5. %aou ne=d to decide which period you are stretching funding owsr and for how many
weeks -
« 12 manths/3 terms (up o max of 52 weeks)
« 2 terms (35 weeks mazimum for Spring and Summer)
« 1 term (22 weeks maximurn for Summer)
G. Seitings can only stretch funded hours ower their published opening hours and weeks

e.g. 48, 50 or 51 wesks.

Stretching process and examples

1. Example stretching over 52 weeks (Aufumn, Spring & Summer terms -
eguivalent to 38 weeks funding)
A B [ [n]
Maximum Tundad Weeks Funded Hours | Fundad Hours to be enfered onto
hourse avallable attending ar wask tha portal
Coi ASCal B CaiBx Col CF38
5TD 52 1086 15
11440 52 21482 50
Child Attending 10 Hours per week
& B [& [x]
Weakly Hours Weaks Hourz attendad | Funded hours to be eniered on
aftandad attending pEr Year to the portal
ColAXCol B Col C £ 55 weeks
10 52 520 13,886
20 52 1040 27T
Page 1 of &
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2. Example Strefching over 33 weeks [Spring & Summer terms — equivalent to 24

wesks funding)
A =] c D
Maximum fundsd Waaks Funded Hours Fundad Houra to be anfered
hours avallable attanding per weak onto the portal
ColA S Col B ColEBxColCr2d
J60 a5 10.28 15
720 a5 20,57 3d
Child Attending 10 Hours per week
A B iC [1]
Weakly Hours Weaks Hours attendad | Funded hours to be entered an
attandad attanding p&r year to the portal
CHAXCOE Coil C /24 weeks
10 a5 3640 14.58
20 a5 T 2417

3. Example Strefching over 22 weeks [Summer term — equivalent to 13 weaks

funding]
& =] c [u]
Maximum fundsd Waeka Funded Hours Fundad Houre o be enfared
howrs avallabla attending DBT Weak onto the portal
ColASCol B CoBxCoCl 13
195 22 B AE 15
390 22 17.73 a0

Child Attending a 10 Hours per week Stretch Model - WARMNING - There are 5 maximum

of 185 funded hours for fhe Summer ferm. Sethings will have fo charge for the sdditional
hours sflended sf their standsnd fees.

OFFICIAE‘ggensitive
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Weakly Hours Veeks Hours affandad | Funded hours to be entered on
attanded attanding D year to the portal
CalAXCol B Coil C /13 weeks
10 22 23 15
(1.82 haurs %o be charged at
standard rate)
20 22 441 KTi]
(3.5 haurs %o be charged at
standard rafe)
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Other considerafinns--

-

Cepending on whan & child stars in an academic year, not all children will aitznd for
a full 52 weeks in their s=cond year of claiming — when stretching ower less than 3 52
week period you will need to reduce the number of funded hours offered and shown
an invoices.

Stretched funding for lesvers is particulary difficult a5 it will vary depeoding where &
child is up to in their stretched cycle. If 3 child leaves and has stretched their
funding, early education funding paid should match the funded hours allocated an
your invoices. This may need to be adjusted according to when the child lzaves in
the stretched cycle.

For example if 3 child leaves before Headoount in the 3™ term of an expected 3 tarms
siretch, you may have been paid more funding than would have been dus for the
whole of the y=ar becauss of accumulsted funding from previous terms. You will
nesd o contact the funding office to arrange for funding to be re-paid.

In the ewent that the funded haurs are less than the hours allocsted on your invoices
for stretch i.e. a child starts in the Summer term and leaves at the end of the term,
please be awars that you will ne=d to charge the parents for the difference see
example 3. [Maamum funding is dictated by the funding caps in place — Autumn
210420, Spring 165/330 and Sumrmmer 185380 hours).

Funding would hawve been accumulated in subsequent terms had the child stayed for
3 terms.

Please be awares that there may be diffzrent funding implications for each t2rm. ltis
the responsibility of the s=tting to notify parents of any charges that may apply.

The same Headcount rules will apphy to children on & stretch offer as the term-time
offer. A& child must be on role for the hours that you are claiming for the whals of the
term at the Headcount date, as sdvised by the LA We will not be able to increase
funded haurs after the Headcount dats.

If = child has mowed settings and stretched their funding at their previous sstting,
please contact the Early Years Funding Team (01924 742233) for confirmation of
individuzl smounts availabkz for funding as stretched perieds may differ across the
s=tiings.

Stretch models must be clearhy writhen into Fes informiation for parents with the
specific models available siating number of weeks availsble, funded hours offzred
and cost for any additional services.

Parznts may choose to vary their child's funded hours esch term throughout the year.
It is necess=ary to havs robust systems in place to manage the calculations that will
nesd o be made to ensure that claimed hours are correct and parents receive the
correct number of funded hours for their child. Children must have sccumulated
sufficient funded hours.
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=+ Funding can be shared betwsen a maximurm of two sites in 3 single day.
Communications may be required with the other settings to =nsure that all s=itings
are clear on who will be claiming which hours and how many.

= Parsntsl Declaration Forms (PDF's) must show the correct number of stretched
haurs and include all providers and models on the form.

= Aweraging for invoicing purposss e.g. spreading annual funded houwrs and charges
ower equal monthly amounts is MOT the same as siretch.

= Betranzparent and consisient to ensure parsents [ carers ars clear on how they are
being charged and funded hours given. Fee information must be reflected on
inwoices.

» Extended pericds of sbsence may sffect a child's funding and the stretch may need
to be re-caloulsted

+ Please ensure that as a setting the team dealing with funding, charging and inwaicing
fully understand the models that the senvice offers.

Thank you for working with us fo ensure parenfs can access their

funded hours in & way that best sults their needs.

For further information or gueries please contsct:
Early Years Entitlements Team:
3 & 4 Year funding - 01928 742233
2 ear funding - 01826 742218
eyfundin arwickshire pov.uk

Early Years & Childcare Sustainability Team:

ea rei@wanwickshire.gov.uk

Disclalmar. This guidance 5 prowided 0 suppon SeRNgs o develop & sirefched ofer. Selings can
ChoOSe Whether 10 USe IS JUidSnCe oF Jeuelop thair OWn ONer and &r2 responsibie for ensurng teir
affer mesls the slalulory guidance
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Tax Free Childcare Leaflet = Annex O

Xt _ Childcare

" HELP PAYING FOR .

J CHILDCARE "

MONEY TOWARDS CHILDCARE

Any R of the following schemes...

Hr Government

Age Age Age
0-11 0-16 0-15
Get up to Claiti back up Claim back up
£2000 per child to 85% of costs to 70% of costs
Four working [munilies Fou working Jamilies For working [aniics

TAX-FREE CHILDCARE UNIVERSAL CREDIT TAX CREDITS

ANE
-, AYAILABLE M K

.. gy be used with

FREE HOURS OF CHILDCARE

Ape fEn Age
2 359 3%
Far familias gerring
certain government For all families For working families
support

15 HOURS FREE CHILDCARE 15 HOURS FREE CHILDCARE 30 HOURS FREE CHILDCARE

AYAILADLE IN ENGLAND
Far offars in Wales, Scotland and Marthern Ireland check childearcehoices gow.uk
Skt oeoar srowidoer 2ot ene edditiooad carges thot nay cpphe

For full details visit Getting childcare vouchers?

childcarechniCES.gnv"uk za to GOV.UK to ind out rmcre
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Tax Free Childcare Leaflet —= Annex P

Message for Childcare Providers

Sign up to Tax-Free Childcare and
help your business grow

If you're a registered childcare provider, you can sign up to a childcare provider
account and receive payments from parents who use Tax-Free Childcare.

The scheme helps parents to stay in work or work more hours by reducing childcare

costs. This help may generate additional income for your business by increasing the
need for extra hours of paid for childcare while parents are at work.

Don’t Miss Out

Help get parents up to £2000 per child each year or
£4000 per disabled child each year

It couldn’t be easier to sign up as a Childcare Provider with Tax Free Childcare.
Once you've been approved by a regulator (for example Ofsted), you will receive an
invitation letter.

If you haven't received your invitation letter or you have lost it, please contactthe
helpline on 0300 123 4097.

The invitation letter will provide you with a 11-digit user ID. With your user ID, your
bank details and your business postcode (the one registered with your regulator);
you can now sign-up.

Childcare | 2%
ChCl CeS OFFICIAL HM Government
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