
Provide justification & 
evidence

Proceed with RWH 
systems. 

2.1 Apply a ‘SuDS approach’ so that at least the 
first 5mm of rainfall for the majority of rainfall 

events does not result in runoff from the site to 
surface waters or piped drainage systems.

2.2 Evidence shall be provided that the approach 
to managing runoff from ‘everyday’ rainfall has 

been developed alongside and in support of the 
management of runoff quality (standard 4) and the 

delivery of amenity and biodiversity benefits 
(standards 5 and 6).

Proceed with infiltration-
based SuDS.

Infiltration testing to BRE365 
to evidence feasibility

YES

Provide calculations to BS EN 
16941 (Rainwater Harvesting) 
to demonstrate compliance

Is RWH limited to domestic 
garden water butts?

Water butts are not 
compliant because they 

may not be empty.   

Consider Standard 1: Runoff 
Destinations

Can RWH systems manage 
first 5mm?

Can infiltration manage first 
5mm?

Provide detailed calculations 
(representing  infiltration) to 

demonstrate compliance

Flood Risk Guidance for Development - 
Standard 2: Everyday Rainfall flowchart

YES

NONO

YES

Demonstrate compliance via 
the deemed criteria below

Green Roofs or 
Walls Compliant if: Drain own surface area only

Permeable 
Surfaces

Does it only drain itself? i.e. 
no additional area drained

Compliant if: Lined or 
Unlined

Is the impermeable area less than the 
permeable area?

Compliant if: 
Unlined

Non-compliant 
if: lined

YES

NO

YES

Is infiltration rate greater 
than 1 x 10-6m/s 

(3.6mm/hr)?

Compliant if: Unlined & 
drains up to 5x permeable 

surface area

NO
YES

NO

Swales Is the swale steeper than 
1:100

Non-compliant “unless 
additional effective 
interception can be 

demonstrated”

YES

Is infiltration rate greater 
than 1 x 10-6m/s (3.6mm/hr)

Compliant if: Unlined & 
drains up to 25x base area 

of swale

YES

NO
Compliant if: Lined or Unlined & 

drains up to 5x base area of swaleNO

If inlet closer than 5m to outlet, swale 
should be flat and have slightly raised 

outlet to create storage zone

Bio-retention / 
rain-gardens

Compliant if: Unlined & drains up to 5x 
permeable surface area

Basins 

Noncompliant: Areas 
drained to ponds with 

permanent pool of water 
maintained by a raised 

outlet level

Is infiltration rate greater 
than 1 x 10-6m/s (3.6mm/hr)

Compliant if: Drains up to 
25x base area of basin

YES

Compliant if: Drains up to 5x base 
area of basin

NO

The area contributing to infiltration is the 
area below the outlet level that is unlined 

and allows infiltration

NO
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Proceed forward
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