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The sale of the Dun Cow Hotel in Dunchurch 1917

(EAC0282)

The Document of the Month for October is an Estate Agent’s catalogue listing the
sale of the Dunchurch Estate in 1917. On display are two pages from the catalogue
which give the schedule for lot 152, the Dun Cow Hotel in Dunchurch, near Rugby.
This document comes from the EAC collection held at the Record Office which
contains a variety of catalogues advertising the sale of property and land across
Warwickshire.
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SCHEDULE OF LOT 51,
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LOT 62.
(Coloured Blue on Plan).
/
THE FIRST CLASS
HISTORICAL HOTEL & POSTING g
KNOWN AS THE SE,
DUNCHURC) EL,
A Very Important Corner Block of FULLY LICENSED PRE Sry
with an imposing position in the centre of the Village of Dunchurc, i
Now let to Mrs. Weston, whose family have held the License for 30 Yearg

The Hotel is substantially brick built, slated.a.nd tiled, with 5
Ornamental Portico with Roof Garden. The Premises contain - Cementeq frong 4

On the GROUND FLOOR: Entrance Hall leading to Lounge Fy ‘
18ft. by 13ft. 6in., with Bar ; Back Smoke R<?om 9 Drawi.ng Room, 168 ont ﬁs-m&e %
Office, private Room, 16ft. by 13ft.; spacious Coffee Room, 38t by 165 o
leading to the Jubilee Bar, which also has an Entrance from Rugby Roaq i
Kitchen, and Scullery. Connected with a covered entrance Carriage-way i , s,““!y
and Drawing Room with French window opening into the Ormnamenta Flow.;l
Tennis Court.

; On the FIRST FLOOR, approached from Lounge by an Oak Stairiagt
: Landings leading to 15 Capital Bedrooms, Cupboard, Bath Room, anq LaVatu;j'(h.
4 and W.C., and Back Staircase from Kitchen. ;

On the SECOND FLOOR : 3 Bedrooms and 2 Box Rooms,

~ THE STABLING AND OUTBUILDINGS
are very extensive, enclosing a well-paved large Yard, and comprise ; 2-storey |
built and tiled, Dairy, Passage to Garden, Harness Room, 5-stall Stable with B
Harness Room over, 4 Loose Boxes, and 5-stall Stable with Loft over,

GATE HOUSE : Double Coach-house, Passage to Kitchen Garden, 3
Stores-house.

Cellar and Passage to Jubilee Bar and floor over.

IN YARD AT THE REAR,
brick built and tiled Boiling House, large brick and tiled Barn now used as.
Garage, brick and slated Range, Loose Box and 5-bay Open Shed and Feeding
and slated Pigsties, Brick-built and tiled 2 Loose Boxes, and Cart Shed (wit!
Rick Yard. Range of brick built and tiled Cow Boxes for 9, and small

b built and tiled Stabling of 7 Loose Boxes, brick built and slated Coals an

| Pen over, Out-offices, brick built and tiled 2 Loose Boxes, 1 Stall, an
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The sale of the Dun Cow Hotel in Dunchurch 1917, Warwickshire County Record
Office, EAC0282.
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Lot 53-Cominu¢d,
WALLED- HEN ARD
{ Land with vmmmc Sy DEN AND PADDG
{ sich O d Tur wi uable Building frontages {, Ro g
e gby Roaq, including 2 gmap
The whole of the Premises (ex :
are now let to Mrs. Weston on a‘:f’z‘g as hereundcr) Atsul Rental
Tenancy, explring by notice to quit 25u,uﬁ Day
at the very low apportioned renta] of . oD 1818,
The 2 small Roadside Gard £
Edmonds and C. Fox at 1s. per ;ﬁua,;e(}:éhto Messrs. . Py
: b5
Total Renta] guo\o ]
2 0 . f
Note.—An allowance of £7 10s. per annum is S
qtion Fund Charge. made to the Tenant towards the Com :
Land Tax (apportioned), £2 5s. Timber, gg 17s. i :
SCHEDULE OF LOT 52. !
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Pt 313 Hotel and Buildings Arca—Liase 3
314 Paddock and 2 Gardens : 3 321 l l
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The sale of the Dun Cow Hotel in Dunchurch 1917, Warwickshire County Record
Office, EAC0282.

The Dunchurch Estate

Presented in the catalogue are the schedules for the sale of various property and
land in the parishes of Dunchurch, Thurlaston, Stretton-on-Dunsmore and Bilton.
The estate was to be sold at auction as a whole or in 125 separate lots, which
comprised of 10 first class farms, 7 gentlemen’s farms and hunting boxes, 7 small
holdings, accommodation holdings, gardens, allotments, building sites, 109 cottages
and dwelling houses and the ‘renowned Dun Cow Hotel't. The catalogue also
provides black and white photos of some of the buildings, historical notes on each of
the parishes as well as remarks and stipulations relating to the sale of each lot.

1 The sale of the Dun Cow Hotel in Dunchurch 1917, Warwickshire County Record Office, EAC0282
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Finally, accompanying the catalogue are a series of maps, colour coded and
numbered to clearly show the location and scale of each lot being sold.

The auction was to be held by James Styles & Whitlock Auctioneers and surveyors
of Rugby, under the instructions from the current owner, His Grace the Duke of
Buccleugh, whose family had owned the estate for the previous two centuries. The
auction was to take place at the Co-operative Hall in Rugby between the 19" and
20" November, at precisely 2 o’clock each day. The auctioneers note that the
Dunchurch Estate is ‘one of the most important and desirable estates that they have
ever had the privilege of dealing with’2.

The Dun Cow Hotel

As shown, lot 152, the Dun Cow Hotel, is described as a fully licenced, first-class
historical hotel and posting house. The main building comprised of 3 floors, of which
the ground floor included smoking rooms, drawing rooms, a telephone office, a
coffee bar, a pantry, a large kitchen, a scullery and a drawing room, which opened
into a flower garden and tennis court. The second floor held 15 bedrooms, a
bathroom, a lavatory and a W.C, while the second floor contained a further 3
bedrooms and 2 box rooms. There was also an extensive yard, paddock, stables
and multiple outbuildings?®. In total, the lot is advertised as 3 acres, 3 roods and 21
perches, or 15,000m? in today’s measurements*.

At the time of the sale, it notes that the whole of the premises was let to a Mrs
Weston at an annual rental of £60 per year, while two small roadside gardens were
let to Messrs J Edmonds and C. Fox at 1 shilling each per year. This gave potential
buyers an understanding of the amount of rent that could be collected from this
investment.

Local folktales

The Dun Cow Hotel took its’ name from the local Warwickshire folktale of Guy of
Warwick and the Dun Cow. The tale goes that a huge cow who gave milk freely to all
who came, was enraged when greedy and malicious people milked her into a sieve
and exhausted her supply®. She wrought terror across the landscape and was
eventually slain on Dunsmore Heath, near Dunchurch by Guy of Warwick, who

2 The sale of the Dun Cow Hotel in Dunchurch 1917, Warwickshire County Record Office, EAC0282
3 The sale of the Dun Cow Hotel in Dunchurch 1917, Warwickshire County Record Office, EAC0282
4 Converted using Millar Merrigan Toolkit, https://www.millarmerrigan.com.au/toolkit/ (accessed
21/09/23)

5 Roy Palmer, Folklore of Warwickshire, 1976
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looked to prove himself with heroic deeds to win the hand of the Earl of Warwick’s
daughter®.

Another Warwickshire folktale associated with the Dun Cow is the tale of the
‘Mickleton Hooter’, a ghostly creature reputed to roam Meon Hill whose booming
sounds can be heard in the village of Mickleton, south of Stratford-Upon-Avon.”.

6 Our Warwickshire, The Dun Cow: Mythic Beast,
https://www.ourwarwickshire.org.uk/content/article/dun-cow (accessed 21/09/23)

7 Our Warwickshire, The Mickleton Hooter, https://www.ourwarwickshire.org.uk/content/article/the-
mickleton-hooter (accessed 21/09/23)
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