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Copy of a speech made by James Bradshaw (1717-1746), Jacobite rebel, 

before his execution on 28 Nov. [1746], L6/1703. 

 

June’s Document of the Month focuses on a document which has a link to a famous 

event in Scotland’s history. In the Lucy family of Charlecote collection, amongst a 

series of papers titled “Miscellaneous Secondary and Printed Works”, is a copy of a 

speech made by Jacobite rebel James Bradshaw. His name is sometimes also spelt 

Bradeshaw, but for the purposes of this we shall refer to him as Bradshaw. This 

handwritten copy dates from c.1746 and can be found at catalogue reference 

L6/1703. The speech was made by Bradshaw shortly before his execution on the 

28th November 1746. The speech is two pages long, and a full transcription has been 

provided separately.  
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Page 1 of speech, Warwickshire County Record Office, L6/1703. 
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Page 2 of speech, Warwickshire County Record Office, L6/1703. 

In the speech, Bradshaw details his time spent in captivity after the Battle of 

Culloden in April 1746. He describes the conditions he and fellow prisoners were 

kept in: 
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“I was put into one of the Scotch kirks, together with a great number of wounded 

Prisoners, who were stripped naked, & then left to die of their wounds without the 

least assistance; & tho[ugh] we had a Surgeon of our own, a Prisoner in the same 

place, yet he was not permitted to dress their wounds, but his Instruments were 

taken from him on purpose to prevent it, & in consequence of this, many expired  in 

the most utmost Agonies. Several of the wounded were put on board the Jean of 

Leith, & those died in lingering tortures.1” 

He also talks of his actions, stating that he was motivated by “Duty only” and that he 

“never saw any reason since to convince me, that I was in the best mistaken: but on 

the contrary, every day’s Experience has strengthen[e]d my Opinion, that what I did 

was right & necessary”2. 

 

James Bradshaw 

James Bradshaw was born in 1717, the only child of a Roman Catholic family in 

Manchester. He attended the Manchester Free School and was educated in the 

classics. He entered into an apprenticeship in London around 1734. He returned to 

his native Manchester upon the illness of his father. Upon his father’s death, 

Bradshaw inherited a thriving trade, and some money. He married Miss Wagstaff 

and they had a child. Tragically, both his wife and child died in 17433.  

Bradshaw was originally a Captain in the Manchester Regiment, before leaving to 

join the forces under the leadership of Lord Elcho at Carlisle4. He was captured after 

the Battle of Culloden and taken by ship to London with 42 other prisoners. His trail 

took place in October 1746. He was found guilty and executed on 28th November, 

aged just 29. This speech was made shortly before his execution on Kennington 

Common5. 

 
1 Copy of speech made by Jacobite Rebel James Bradshaw, Warwickshire County Record Office, 
L6/1703. 
2 Copy of speech made by Jacobite Rebel James Bradshaw, Warwickshire County Record Office, 
L6/1703. 
3 Jennett Humphreys, The Dictionary of National Biography, 1885-1900, vol. 6 Bottomley-Browell, 
sourced from https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_National_Biography,_1885-
1900/Bradshaw,_James_(1717-1746) (accessed 09/04/2021). 
4 Noel S. McFerran,  Speech of James Bradeshaw, November 28 1746, The Jacobite Heritage, 

http://www.jacobite.ca/documents/17461128.htm (accessed 09/04/2021). 
5 Jennett Humphreys, The Dictionary of National Biography, 1885-1900, vol. 6 Bottomley-Browell, 
sourced from https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_National_Biography,_1885-
1900/Bradshaw,_James_(1717-1746) (accessed 09/04/2021). 

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_National_Biography,_1885-1900/Bradshaw,_James_(1717-1746)
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_National_Biography,_1885-1900/Bradshaw,_James_(1717-1746)
http://www.jacobite.ca/documents/17461128.htm
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_National_Biography,_1885-1900/Bradshaw,_James_(1717-1746)
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_National_Biography,_1885-1900/Bradshaw,_James_(1717-1746)
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Jacobitism 

Jacobitism is the term given to a movement which supported the restoration of the 

Stuart family to the throne in favour of the Hanoverian family who were on the throne 

following the Glorious Revolution of 1688. The name of the movement was derived 

from Jacobus, the Latin for James, and was active largely during the seventeenth 

and eighteenth centuries. The movement was strongest in Ireland, the Highlands of 

Scotland and the north of England, however, there was support and sympathisers 

further afield6. 

The Jacobites were fighting to restore the exiled James VIII as King. They were led 

by Prince Charles Edward Stuart (James’s son). George II’s government army (led 

by the Duke of Cumberland, George’s son) was equally determined to stop this 

happening7. 

Perhaps the most famous conflict associated with the Jacobite movement was the 

Battle of Culloden, which took place in April 1746 on Culloden Moor, not far from 

Inverness. This was the last battle to be fought on British soil and saw the deaths of 

some 1300 men in less than an hour8. It was the final defeat of the Jacobite forces. 

 
6 Information gathered from Jacobitism, Wikipedia, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jacobitism&oldid=1015607257 (accessed 09/04/2021). 
7 The Battle of Culloden, National Trust For Scotland, https://www.nts.org.uk/visit/places/culloden/the-
battle-of-culloden (accessed 09/04/2021). 
8 The Battle of Culloden, National Trust For Scotland, https://www.nts.org.uk/visit/places/culloden/the-
battle-of-culloden (accessed 09/04/2021). 
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https://www.nts.org.uk/visit/places/culloden/the-battle-of-culloden
https://www.nts.org.uk/visit/places/culloden/the-battle-of-culloden
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