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Printed map by Thos. Hanson, Surveyor, c1781 (CR1086/5) 

September’s Document of the Month explores a distinctive Printed Map by the Land Surveyor 

Thomas Hanson. This large-scale map was originally believed to be a revised version of Hanson’s 

1778 map of Birmingham, however this has since been proven incorrect and the map has been 

misdated, likely due to this new map being traced from the original but the date was never 

corrected. Instead, it’s estimated to have been created in c1781. 

Despite featuring the date of 1778 in the top left corner, this revised map depicts features which 

postdate this. These features include the first successfully working steam mill to ever be depicted on 

a map, which can be seen along Lionel Street, off Snow Hill. The Mill was erected in 1779 and used a 

steam powered rolling mill, however this was unreliable and in 1780 was replaced with a crank and 

flywheel which was far more effective.1 These details give us a rough indication of when this revised 

plan may have been created. Hanson went on to publish a reduced plan in 1781 which features 

these details, further reinforcing a rough creation date of c1781. As well as the Steam Mill, this 

misdated map also contains other details of interest including general road names and buildings of 

importance, such as: schools, hospitals, workhouses, warehouses, infirmaries, brick kilns and brass 

houses. These details appear in Hanson’s 1781 reduced plan of Birmingham, reinforcing the 

estimated date of creation as c1781.2Originally thought to be unique to Warwickshire County Record 

Office, a partially coloured copy of this map has since surfaced at the Library of Birmingham3.  

Thomas Hanson 

Unfortunately, very little biographical information has been found on the life of Thomas Hanson so 

far. What is known is that he died a gentleman and bachelor on the 22nd September 1796, aged 62 

and was buried on the 27th at St Bartholomew in Edgbaston, Warwickshire. A tablet at the church 

reads:  “To the memory of Thomas Hanson, late of Birmingham, Surveyor….He’s dead! the son of 

science-here he lies, Whose genius was not bounded by the skies, The Earth, the Heavens, and astral 

realms above, [they move] Their systems, and the spheres in which He well survey’d-self-taught he 

knew their laws, and own’d with deference th’Eternal Cause.” 4 

 
1 Townley, John. “Re: Plan of Birmingham, Thomas Hanson, c.1781” Message to Carys Fyson. 21st 
August 2020. Email. 
2 Birmingham Images: Library of Birmingham, MAP/174790, 6 Birmingham in 1781, 
https://www.search.birminghamimages.org.uk/details.aspx?ResourceID=12760&ExhibitionPage=2&E
xhibitionID=12774&SearchType=3, accessed 5th August 2020. 
3 Birmingham Images: Library of Birmingham, MAP/669826, 5 Survey for a new map. Birmingham 
c.1781, accessed 5th August 2020. 
4 Google Books, The Gentleman's Magazine, and Historical Chronicle, Volume 95, Part 1, p393-394, 
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=qaZJAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA393&lpg=PA393&dq=thomas+hanson+
land+surveyor&source=bl&ots=bOK9urhmp3&sig=ACfU3U1AmppyNvwOg296mBlYt7qplB0RMA&hl=
en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjvg9b_vvnpAhV1qnEKHUTVCeQQ6AEwBnoECAcQAQ#v=onepage&q=tho
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Special thanks to Dr John Townley for highlighting this fascinating map during his visit to the Record 

Office and for providing details of his research. 


