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 An introduction to the  project: 
‘Our Freedom 80: Then & Now’ 

In the summer of 2025, Warwickshire Libraries received an invitation to
participate in ‘Our Freedom 80: Then & Now,’ a national initiative involving
80 arts organizations who are reflecting on what ‘Freedom’ means to people
now 80 years after the end of WW2. Warwickshire Libraries NPO commissioned
Arts in Action, led by Heidi Pendergrast, to execute the projects and
collaborate with various groups throughout Warwickshire.

In Lillington a group of young people from the youth group participated in
looking at what freedom means to them today personally. They  were invited to
contribute through drawing, art, conversations, poetry and photography
included in this Zine as well as making a display of their work  that included
elements of street art. 

The Our Freedom: Then and Now  wider project  has engaged thousands of
participants across the UK in meaningful conversations about the concept of
freedom—past, present, and future. Each project is paired with a
photographer from The Socially Engaged Photographers Network to capture the
unique essence of each location and its people.

Participants at the youth group were invited to create Cyanotypes with
photographed  Jo Gane a photographer who uses historical techniques and
Heidi Pendergrast based on their ideas and poetry around freedom. This work
will  be part of a collection to be showcased across the UK in a touring
exhibition. Our Freedom 80: Then and Now proudly announces:

“We are thrilled to reveal that Our Freedom: Then and Now will culminate in a
national photography exhibition launching in early 2026, inviting
audiences to see their own freedoms reflected through the stories of others.

In partnership with Open Eye Gallery, the exhibition will highlight the
powerful narratives emerging from the Our Freedom program, captured through
the lens of 22 photographers deeply embedded within the communities
involved. Each artist is part of the Socially Engaged Photography Network
and will spend the upcoming months engaging with local areas participating
in the Our Freedom projects.

Spanning towns, cities, libraries, and arts centers, Our Freedom: Then and
Now is fostering thousands of conversations across the UK about what freedom
signifies—past, present, and future. This upcoming exhibition promises to be
a profound reflection of that dialogue: diverse, grounded, and deeply human.

Opening in London before touring nationally, the exhibition (which will also
be accessible digitally via the Our Freedom website) aims to elevate
community-driven visual storytelling across the nation and celebrate the
creative energy that has powered the broader initiative.”

This booklet is a  record of the contributions the youth have made.



If we want to walk along Freedom Road
then away we go. It’s a slog at times

but look at the views: deserts, the airport, a lake.

On the move, passing through towns and cities
we dance with the locals. Come as you are,

they say, do as you wish, sing us your dreams.

Or if we decide to stay put, Freedom Road
is our home address. A neighbour’s washing

flaps in the breeze like hilarious friendly flags;

in the house and over the garden fence we agree
to differ; someone’s grazing a horse on the common

where Freedom Lane becomes Freedom Green.

You can’t dig up freedom like a potato
from the verges of Freedom Way, or pan it
from Freedom Beck like inklings of gold;

it won’t be delivered to Freedom Avenue
gift-wrapped in silver string. Where it goes unnoticed

 –that’s where it exists. Listen, when people ask

where they can find Freedom Road, we don’t say
turn right by the church, left by the bank,

we stroll where we want and live as we please.

And there it is.

Freedom Road
A poem by Simon Armitage
© Simon Armitage, 2025

Eighty projects nationwide were all provided with a common starting point-
  A poem specially commissioned from Simon Armitage inspired by 80 years of

freedom after ww2
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipis
cing elit. Fusce

pellentesque vitae tor
tor ac efficitur. Donec a tincidunt sem

.

Ut ac ante efficitur, sodales mauris vel, fermentum arcu.

Nullam maximus, urna non posuere pharetra, est turpis

bibendum massa, vel placerat qua
m elit quis mi. 

Olivia Wilson

Freedom means being able to live the way I want  without feeling scared

or controlled . I come from Pakistan where girls are often  told what to

do , what to wear, how to behave , it's different here in 
the UK.  Here  I

feel like I finally make my own choices- Simple things like wearing what I

like, going out without being judged and just speak
ing my mind. back there

it always felt like people were watching and waiting to correct you for

being 'too much' or too different. ........

                                      
   ..... Basmer Z......
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Freedom to move, spin and jump, to be with
friends and have fun, to socialise and have

time to be with others.......







To me, Freedom means being truly myself. It’s
about expressing how I feel, making my own
choices & doing what makes me feel happy.

 Freedom is waking up everyday & deciding for
myself - what to wear, what to do & who to be. Its
not about rules or control. It’s about having the

spare to live the way I want....      Bisma





 my freedom : My hEart

Freedom is having my own way,
doing what I want, my own say,

standing on a level, calm and clear
choosing my path, no fear, no steer.

It's knowing right from wrong inside.
No need for rules to be my guide.

When I'm with the one I love,
I glow a Cheshire cat above.

That's when I'm calm, my soul at ease.
The world slows down, my heart can breathe.

Freedom to be, to make my choice,
to live, to laugh, to find my voice.

No need for orders, harsh or small,
I already know, I heard the call.
Freedom is simple, soft and true;

freedom to me is snuggled in my bed with you.





Freedom is when
I’m Alone

Freedom is when I'm
asleep, 

drifting in my dreams,
resting,

floating somewhere no
one can touch me.

When I'm in my own
space,

alone by myself,
there I am true.

Freedom is choosing
my own path,

 deciding what I want.

You see, freedom ain't
about flags or fists;

it's about feeling peace
in your own skin.

It's when I can choose
what I want, when I
want, how I want.

Freedom—
it's the quiet moment

where my soul exhales
and I belong only to

me.





‘Freedom’ is a fundamental Human Right
that allows  individuals to think speak
and act accordingly to their choice. The

word Freedom is not only about  being
independent but also  about living a life

of truth, respect and faith. It allows
people to express their thoughts and make

their own decisions. Its a  right which
every human should have simply as a state
of being independent and do such things

on their own.  It represents the ability to
make independent choices and to live with

dignity also to be treated ethically. It
allows individuals to pursue their

aspirations and live their lives
accordingly to their own values  and

beliefs. 

Freedom is often associated with liberty
and autonomy in the sense of giving ones

self  ones own laws. As they say our
freedom is the freedom to choose our

attitude. 

 By Shumail



In the summer of 2025, Warwickshire
Libraries received an invitation to

participate in ‘Our Freedom 80: Then &
Now,’ a national project reflecting on
what ‘Freedom’ means to people now 80

years after the end of WW2. Led by Heidi
Pendergrast from Arts in Action

Lillington Youth group have explored
what ‘FREEDOM’ means to them personally,

through drawing, art, conversations,
poetry and photography. 

This Zine collates their thoughts and
contributions . Elements of the work will

be featured in a national touring
exhibition beginning in London in 2026. 

Thank you to Lillington Youth group staff
and a special well done to the youth

involved, every contribution , thought
and voice is relevant and important. 


