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The Tragedy of Hamlet: Close Reading
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HAMLET:
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That it should come to this!
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So excellent a king, so loving to my mother,

And yet within a month -
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Let me not think on it. Frailty, thy name is woman!
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O, God! Married with mine uncle. [Enter Horatio]

In the full play, this is a half line, much like this version.
Hamlet ends a previous thought to expostulate this one.
He is dearly angry and upsel with events. Despite being
half a line of verse, it is, like the previous ones, is in a
consistent metre. Hamlet has not, therefore, at this point,

lost his reason, despite his grief.
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Carry on annotating this passage. What do you notice about the language
and what does it tell you about the character?
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